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BLACK  LUNG  BENEFITS 

Notice  of  Proposed  Rule  Making 

Notice  Is  hereby  given  that  pursuant  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Black  Lung  Benefits 
Act  of  1972  (Public  Law  92-303,  86  Stat. 
150),  which  amends  title  IV  of  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Coal  Mine  Health  and  Safety  Act 
of  1969  (Public  Law  91-173;  83  Stat.  792 
et  seq.;  30  UJS.C.  901  et  seq.),  there  are 
set  forth  below  in  tentative  form  amend¬ 
ments  to  Regulation  No.  10  of  the  Social 
Security  Administration,  20  CFR  Part 
410,  which  relates  to  black  lung  benefits: 
Amendments  of  Subpart  A  (Introduction, 
Creneral  Provisions,  and  Definitions) ; 
Amendments  of  Subpart  B  (Require¬ 
ments  for  Entitlement.  Duration  of  En¬ 
titlement,  Filing  of  Claims  and  Evi¬ 
dence)  ;  Amendments  of  Subpart  C  (Re¬ 
lationship  and  Dependency);  Amend¬ 
ments  of  Subpart  D  (Total  Di^bility  or 
Death  Due  to  Pneumoconiosis) ;  Amend¬ 
ments  of  Subpsirt  E  (Pajrment  of  Bene¬ 
fits)  ;  and  Amendments  of  Subpart  F 
(Determinations  of  Disability.  Other  De¬ 
terminations.  Administrative  Review. 
Finality  of  Decisions,  and  Representa¬ 
tion  of  Parties)  which  are  proposed  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Social  Security  with 
the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  Health 
Education,  and  Welfare. 

The  proposed  amendments  set  forth 
below  implement  the  provisions  of  the 
Black  Lung  Benefits  Act  of  1972  which 
(1)  extend  SSA's  responsibility  for  new 
claims  from  miners  by  18  months,  and 
for  new  claims  from  survivors  by  24 
months;  (2)  provide  benefits  to  children 
of  deceased  miners  and  deceased  en¬ 
titled  widows  of  miners;  (3)  provide 
benefits  to  the  miner’s  surviving  depend¬ 
ent  parents,  or,  if  none,  to  his  sur^ving 
dependent  brothers  and  sisters;  (4)  per¬ 
mit  benefits  to  be  paid  to  surface  as  well 
as  to  underground  miners  and  to  their 
survivors;  (5)  allow  a  survivor  to  claim 
benefits  if  the  miner  was  totally  disabled 
by  pnemnoconiosis  when  he  died,  regard¬ 
less  of  the  cause  of  death;  (6)  provide  an 
occupational  definition  of  “total  disabil¬ 
ity”  based  on  skills  and  abilities  used  in 
coalmining;  (7)  prohibit  denial  of  claims 
for  benefits  solely  on  the  basis  of  a  nega¬ 
tive  X-ray;  (8)  establish  a  new  rebut¬ 
table  presumption  whereby  a  miner  who 
is  (or  was)  totally  disabled  from  a  respi¬ 
ratory  or  pulmonary  impairment  and 
who  worked  for  at  least  15  years  in 
undergroimd  cotd  mines  or  in  substan¬ 
tially  similar  environmental  conditions  in 
surface  mines  is  considered  to  be  totally 
disabled  due  to  pneumoconiosis,  to  have 
been  totally  disabled  due  to  pneumoco¬ 
niosis  at  the  time  of  his  death,  or  to  have 
died  due  to  pneumoconiosis.  This  pre¬ 
sumption  may  be  rebutted  only  if  it  is 
established  that  the  miner  does  not,  or 
did  not,  have  pneumoconiosis,  or  that  his 


respiratory  or  pulmonary  impairment  did 
not  arise  out  of,  or  in  connection  with, 
employment  in  a  coal  mine.  It  may  not  be 
rebutted  solely  on  the  basis  of  a  negative 
X-ray;  (9)  permit  the  Secretary  to  cer¬ 
tify  separate  payment  of  any  increase  in 
the  benefits  of  a  miner  or  widow  attrib¬ 
uted  to  a  qualified  dependent;  and  (10) 
provide  that  certain  provisions  in  title 
II  of  the  Social  Security  Act  shall  be 
applicable  in  dealing  with  such  matters 
as  overpayments,  underpayments,  attor¬ 
ney  fees,  issuance  of  subpenas  suid  repre¬ 
sentative  payment. 

The  proposed  amendments  set  forth 
below  also  implement  interim  eviden¬ 
tiary  rules  and  disability  evaluation  cri¬ 
teria  in  compliance  with  the  legislative 
history  as  refiected  in  the  report  of  the 
Senate  Committee  on  Labor  and  Public 
Welfare  (S.  Rep.  No.  92-743,  92d  Cong., 
2d  sess..  pp.  18  and  19)  which  stated  that 
it  expected  the  Secretary  “to  adopt  such 
Interim  evidentiary  rules  and  disability 
evaluation  criteria  as  will  pennit  prompt 
and  vigorous  processing  of  the  large 
backlog  of  claims  consistent  with  the 
language  and  intent  of  these  amend¬ 
ments.  Such  interim  rules  and  criteria 
shall  give  full  consideration  to  the  com¬ 
bined  handicap  of  disease  and  age  and 
provide  for  adjudication  of  claims  on  the 
basis  of  medical  evidence  other  than 
breathing  tests  when  it  is  not  feasible 
or  practicable  to  provide  physical  per¬ 
formance  tests  •  • 

These  proposed  amendments  have  been 
develoi>ed  after  extensive  consultation 
with  and  comments  by,  knowledgeable 
physicians,  organizations,  and  individu¬ 
als  representing  coal  mine  employees, 
employers,  and  benefit  claimants.  Many 
specific  suggestions  resulting  from  these 
consultations  have  been  incorporated  in 
these  pr(qx>sals. 

On  August  19,  1972,  there  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Federal  Register  (37  FJl. 
16787)  an  amendment  to  the  regulations 
of  the  Civil  Service  Commission  (5  CFR 
Part  930)  changing  the  title  of  “hearing 
examiner”  to  “Administrative  Law 
Judge.”  Therefore,  in  the  proposed 
amendments  set  forth  below,  in  each 
place  where  the  term  “hearing  examiner” 
appears,  it  should  be  read  as  “Admin¬ 
istrative  Law  Judge.”  At  such  time  as 
these  proposed  amendments  are  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Federal  Register  in  final 
form,  the  term  “Administrative  Law 
Judge”  will  be  substituted  for  the  term 
“hearing  examiner”  in  each  place  where 
the  term  “hearing  examiner”  appears. 

Prior  to  the  final  adoption  of  the 
proposed  amendments  to  the  regulations, 
consideration  will  be  given  to  any  data, 
views,  or  argmnents,  pertaining  thereto 
which  are  submitted  in  writing  in  tripli¬ 
cate  by  September  20.  1972.  Because  of 
the  provision  in  section  411(b)  of  the 
Act  requiring  that  such  standards  be 
promulgated  and  published  in  final  form 
no  later  than  September  30,  1972,  the 
Secretary  of  Health,  Education,  and  Wel¬ 
fare  finds  that  a  longer  period  for  com¬ 
ment  is  Impracticable. 

Consideration  will  be  given,  however, 
to  any  data,  views,  or  arguments,  per¬ 
taining  to  said  regulations  which  are 
submitted  after  such  period  for  the  pur¬ 


pose  of  any  future  modification  or  ad¬ 
ditions  thereof.  All  such  comments 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Social  Security,  Department  of 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  Fourth 
Street  and  Independence  Avenue  SW., 
Washington,  D.C.  20201. 

Copies  of  all  written  comments  re¬ 
ceived  in  response  to  this  notice  will  be 
available  for  public  inspection  during 
regular  business  hours  at  the  Washing¬ 
ton  Inquiries  Section,  Office  of  Public 
Affairs,  Social  Security  Administration. 
Department  of  Health,  Education,  and 
Welfare,  Room  3193,  North  Building,  330 
Independence  Avenue  SW.,  Washington, 
DC  20201. 

Dated:  August  28, 1972. 

Robert  M.  Ball, 

Commissioner  of  Social  Security. 

Approved:  August  30, 1972. 

Elliot  L.  Richardson, 

Secretary  of  Health,  Education, 
and  Welfare. 

Part  410  of  Chapter  HI  of  title  20  is 
amended  as  follows : 

1.  In  S  410.101,  the  material  preceding 
paragraph  (a)  and  paragraphs  (c)  and 
(e)  are  revised  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.101  Introduction. 

The  regulations  in  this  Part  410  (Reg¬ 
ulation  No.  10  of  the  Social  Security 
Administration)  relate  to  the  provisions 
of  Part  B  (Black  Lung  Benefits)  of  title 
IV  of  the  Federal  Coal  Mine  Health 
and  Safety  Act  of  1969,  as  enacted  De¬ 
cember  30,  1969,  as  amended  by  the 
Black  Lung  Benefits  Act  of  1972,  and  as 
may  hereafter  be  amended.  The  regula¬ 
tions  in  this  part  are  divided  into  the 
following  subparts  according  to  subject 
content: 

•  •  •  •  • 

(c)  Subpart  C  of  this  part  describes 
the  relationship  and  dependency  require¬ 
ments  for  widows,  children,  parents, 
brothers,  and  sisters,  and  relationship 
and  dependency  requirements  which  af¬ 
fect  the  benefit  amounts  of  entitled 
miners  and  widows. 

•  •  *  *  • 

(e)  Subpart  E  of  this  part  relates  to 
payment  of  benefits,  payment  periods, 
benefit  rates,  and  their  modification, 
representative  payees,  and  overpay¬ 
ments  and  underpayments. 

•  •  •  •  * 

2.  In  §410.110,  paragraphs  (a),  (b), 
(J),  (k),  (o),  (p),  and  (r)  are  revised 
to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.110  General  definitions  and  use  of 
terms. 

For  purposes  of  this  part,  except  where 
the  context  clearly  indicates  otherwise, 
the  following  definitions  apply: 

(a)  “The  Act,”  means  the  Federal 
Coal  Mine  Health  and  Safety  Act  of  1969 
(Public  Law  91-173),  as  amended  by  the 
Black  Lung  Benefits  Act  of  1972  (Public 
Law  92-303),  enacted  May  19,  1972,  and 
as  may  hereafter  be  amended. 

(b)  “Benefit”  means  the  black  Itmg 
benefit  provided  under  Part  B  of  title  IV 
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of  the  Act  to  coal  miners,  to  surviving 
widows  of  miners,  to  the  surviving  child, 
or  children  of  a  miner,  or  of  a  widow  of  a 
miner,  to  the  surivlng  dependent  par^t, 
or  parents  of  a  miner,  and  to  the  surviv¬ 
ing  d^)endent  brother(s)  or  sister(s)  of 
a  miner. 

•  •  •  •  • 

( j )  “Miner”  or  “coal  miner”  means  any 
individual  who  is  working,  or  has  worked, 
as  an  employee  in  a  coal  mine,  performing 
functions  in  extracting  the  coal  or  pre¬ 
paring  the  coal  so  extracted. 

(k)  “The  Nation’s  coal  mines”  com¬ 
prise  all  coal  mines  as  defined  in  para¬ 
graph  (h)  of  this  section  located  in  a 
State  as  defined  in  paragraph  (1)  of  this 
section. 

•  •  •  •  • 

(o)  “Pneumoconiosis”  means  a  chronic 
dust  disease  of  the  lung  arising  out  of 
employment  in  the  Nation’s  coal  mines, 
and  Includes  but  is  not  necessarily  limited 
to  anthraooslllcosis,  anthracosis,  anthro- 
siliixffiis,  massive  pulm<mary  fibrosis, 
progressive  massive  fibrosis,  silicosis,  or 
siliootuberculosis,  arising  out  of  such 
employment. 

(p)  A  “workmen’s  compensation  law” 
means  a  law  providing  for  payment  of 
compensation  to  an  emi^coree  (and  his 
d^Kndents)  for  injury  (including  occu- 
paticmal  disease)  or  death  suffered  in 
connection  with  his  employment.  A  pay¬ 
ment  funded  whtdly  out  of  general  reve¬ 
nues  and  paid  (without  regard  to  in¬ 
surance  principles)  s<^ely  on  account  of 
the  financial  need  of  the  miner  and  his 
family,  shall  not  be  cmisidered  a  payment 
imder  a  “workmen’s  compensaticm  law.” 

•  •  •  •  • 

(r)  “Beneficiary”  means  a  miner  or  a 
surviving  widow,  child,  parent,  brother, 
or  sister,  who  is  entitled  to  a  benefit  as 
defined  in  paragraph  (b)  of  this  section. 

3.  FoUowlng  $  410.120,  a  new  f  410.130 
is  added  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.130  Periods  of  limitation  ending 

on  nonworkdays. 

Where  any  provision  of  Part  B  of  title 
rv  of  the  Act,  or  any  provision  of  an¬ 
other  law  of  the  United  States,  relating 
to,  or  changing  the  effect  of  Part  B,  or 
any  regulation  of  the  Secretary  issued 
imder  Part  B,  provides  for  a  period  with¬ 
in  which  an  act  is  required  to  be  done 
which  affects  eligibility  for  or  the  amount 
of  any  benefit  or  payment  under  this 
part,  or  is  necessary  to  establish  or  pro¬ 
tect  any  right  under  this  part,  and  such 
period  ends  on  a  Saturday,  Sunday,  or 
Federal  legal  holiday,  or  on  any  other 
day,  all  or  part  of  which  is  declared  to 
be  a  nonworkday  for  Federal  employees 
by  statute  or  Executive  order,  then  such 
act  shall  be  considered  as  done  within 
such  period  if  it  is  done  on  the  first  day 
thereafter  which  is  not  a  Saturday,  Sun¬ 
day,  or  legal  holiday,  or  any  other  day, 
all  or  part  of  which  is  declared  to  be  a 
nonworkday  for  Federal  employees  either 
by  statute  or  Executive  order.  For  pur¬ 
poses  of  this  section,  the  day  on  which 
a  period  ends  shall  include  the  final  day 
of  any  extended  period  where  such  ex¬ 


tension  is  authorized  by  law  or  by  the 
Secretary  pursuant  to  law.  Such  exten¬ 
sion  of  any  period  of  limitation  does 
not  apply  to  periods  during  which  bene¬ 
fits  may  be  paid  for  months  prior  to  the 
month  a  claim  for  such  benefits  is  filed 
(see  S  410.226). 

4.  Section  410.200  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 

§410.200  Types  of  benefits;  general. 

(a)  Part  B  of  title  rv  of  the  Act  pro¬ 
vides  for  the  payment  of  periodic 
benefits; 

(1)  To  a  miner  who  is  determined  to 
be  totally  disabled  due  to  pneumo¬ 
coniosis;  or 

(2)  To  the  widow  or  child  of  a  miner 
who  was  entitled  to  benefits  at  the  time 
of  his  death;  who  is  determined  to  have 
been  totally  disabled  due  to  pneumo¬ 
coniosis  at  the  time  of  his  death;  or 
whose  death  was  due  to  pneumoconiosis; 
or 

(3)  To  the  child  of  a  widow  of  a 
miner  who  was  entitled  to  benefits  at 
the  time  of  her  death;  or 

(4)  To  the  surviving  dependent  par¬ 
ents,  or  the  surviving  dependent  brothers 
or  sisters,  of  a  miner  who  is  determined 
to  have  been  entitled  to  benefits  at  the 
time  of  his  death;  or  who  was  totally 
disabled  due  to  pneumoconiosis  at  the 
time  of  his  death;  or  whose  death  was 
due  to  pneumoconiosis. 

(b)  The  following  sections  of  this  sub¬ 
part  set  out  the  conditions  of  entitle¬ 
ment  to  benefits  for  a  miner,  a  widow, 
child,  parent,  brother,  or  sister;  describe 
the  events  which  terminate  or  preclude 
entitlement  to  benefits  and  the  proce¬ 
dures  fm:  filing  a  claim;  and  prescribe 
certain  requirements  as  to  evidence.  Also 
see  Subpart  C  of  this  part  for  regula¬ 
tions  relating  to  the  relationship  and 
dependency  requirements  applicable  to 
claimants  for  benefits  as  a  widow,  child, 
parent,  brother,  or  sister,  and  to  bene¬ 
ficiaries  with  dependents. 

5.  In  S  410.201,  paragraph  (c)  is  re¬ 
vised  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.201  Conditions  of  entitlement; 
miner. 

An  Individual  is  entitled  to  benefits  if 
such  Individual: 

#  ^  t  • 

(c)  Has  filed  a  claim  for  benefits  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
§§  410.220-410.234. 

6.  In  8  410.202,  paragraphs  (b)  and 
(c)  are  revised  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.202  Duration  of  entitlement; 
miner. 

•  #  •  •  • 

(b)  The  last  month  for  which  such 
individual  is  entitled  to  such  benefit  is 
the  month  before  the  month: 

(1)  In  which  the  miner  dies  (see,  how¬ 
ever,  8  410.226) ;  or 

(2)  In  no  part  of  which  the  miner  is 
under  a  disability. 

(c)  A  miner’s  entitlement  to  benefits 
under  Part  B  of  title  IV  of  the  Act  which 
is  based  on  a  claim  which  is  filed  (see 


8  410.227)  after  June  30. 1973,  and  before 
January  1,  1974,  shall  terminate  on  De¬ 
cember  31,  1973,  unless  80<mer  termi¬ 
nated  under  paragraph  (b)  of  this 
section. 

7.  Section  410.210  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  410.210  Conditions  of  entitlement; 
widow  or  surviving  divorced  wife. 

An  individual  is  entitled  to  benefits  if 
such  individual: 

(a)  Is  the  widow  (see  8  410.320)  or 
surviving  divorced  wife  (see  8  410.321) 
of  a  miner  (see  8  410.110(J) ) ; 

(b)  Is  not  married  (or,  for  months 
prior  to  May  1972,  had  not  remarried 
since  the  miner’s  death) ; 

(c)  Has  filed  a  claim  for  benefits  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
88  410.220-410.234; 

(d)  Was  dependent  on  the  miner  at 
the  pertinent  time  (see  8  410.360  or 
8  410.361) ;  and 

(e)  ’The  deceased  miner: 

(1)  Was  entitled  to  benefits  at  the 
time  of  his  death;  or 

(2)  Died  before  January  1, 1974,  and  it 
is  determined  that  he  was  totally  dis¬ 
abled  due  to  pneumoconiosis  sd:  the  time 
of  his  death,  or  that  his  death  was  due 
to  pneumoconiosis  (see  Subpart  D  of  this 
part). 

8.  Section  410.211  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows: 

§410.211  Duration  of  entitlement; 
widow  or  surviving  divorced  wife. 

(a)  An  individual  is  entitled  to  bene¬ 
fits  as  a  widow,  or  as  a  surviving  divorced 
wife,  for  each  month  beginning  with  the 
first  month  in  which  all  of  the  ccaiditions 
of  entitlement  prescribed  in  8  410.210  are 
satisfied. 

(b)  The  last  month  for  which  such  in¬ 
dividual  is  entitled  to  such  benefit  is  the 
month  before  the  month  in  which  either 
of  the  following  events  first  occurs: 

(1)  The  widow  or  surviving  divorced 
wife  remarries;  or 

(2)  ’The  widow  or  surviving  divorced 
wife  dies;  or 

(3)  Where  the  individual  qualifies  as 
the  widow  of  a  miner  under  8  410.320(d) , 
she  ceases  to  qualify  as  provided  therein. 

9.  Following  8  4101111,  new  88  410.212, 
410.213,  and  410.214  are  added  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  410.212  Conditions  of  enlitlenioni; 
child. 

(a)  An  individual  is  entitled  to  b«ie- 
fits  if  such  individual: 

(1)  Is  the  child  (see  8  410.330)  of  (i) 
a  deceased  miner  (see  8  410.110(J))  or 
(il)  of  the  widow  of  a  miner  who  was 
entitled  to  benefits  at  the  time  of  her 
death  (see  88  410.210  and  410.211) ; 

(2)  Has  filed  a  claim  for  benefits  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
88  410.220-410.234; 

(3)  Meets  the  depenttoicy  require¬ 
ments  in  8  410.370; 

(4)  Is  a  child  of  a  miner  and  the  de¬ 
ceased  miner 

(i)  Was  entitled  to  benefits  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  or 
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(ii)  Died  before  January  1,  1974,  and 
his  death  is  determined  to  have  been  due 
to  pneumoconiosis  (see  Subpart  D  of  this 
part) ,  or 

(iii)  Died  before  January  1.  1974,  and 
it  is  determined  that  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  totally  disabled  by  pneumo¬ 
coniosis  (see  Subpart  D  of  this  part) . 

(b)  A  child  is  not  entitled  to  benefits 
for  any  month  for  which  a  widow  of  a 
miner  establishes  entitlement  to  benefits. 

§  410.213  Duration  of  entit1eni(*nt ; 
child. 

(a)  An  individual  is  entitled  to  bene¬ 
fits  as  a  child  for  each  month  beginning 
with  the  first  month  in  which  all  of  the 
conditicms  of  entitlement  prescribed  in 
§  410.212  are  satisfied. 

(b)  The  last  month  for  which  such 
individual  is  entitled  to  such  benefit  is 
the  mcnith  before  the  month  in  which 
any  one  of  the  following  events  first 
occurs; 

(1)  The  child  dies; 

(2)  The  child  marries; 

(3)  The  child  attains  age  18  and, 

(i)  Is  not  imder  a  disability  at  that 
time,  and 

(ii)  Is  not  a  student  (as  defined  in 
§  410.370)  during  any  part  of  the  month 
in  which  he  attains  age  18; 

(4)  If  the  child’s  entitlement  is  based 
on  his  status  as  a  student,  the  earlier  of ; ' 

(i)  The  first  month  during  no  part  of 
which  he  is  a  student,  or 

(ii)  The  month  in  which  he  attains 
age  23  and  is  not  imder  a  disability  at 
that  time; 

(5)  If  the  child’s  entitlem^t  is  based 
on  disability,  the  first  month  in  no  part 
of  which  such  individual  is  under  a 
disability. 

(c)  A  child  whose  entitlement  to  bene¬ 
fits  terminated  with  the  month  before 
the  mcmth  in  which  he  attained  age  18, 
or  later,  may  thereafter  (provided  he  is 
not  married)  again  become  entitled  to 
such  benefits  upon  filing  applicaticm  for 
such  reentitlement,  beginning  with  the 
first  month  after  such  termination  in 
which  he  is  a  student  and  has  not 
attained  the  age  of  23. 

§  410.214  Conditions  of  entitlement; 
parent,  brother,  or  sister. 

An  individual  is  entitled  to  benefits  if : 

(a)  Such  individual. 

(1)  Is  the  parent,  brother,  or  sister 
(see  §  410.340)  of  a  deceased  miner  (see 
§410.110(j); 

(2)  Has  filed  a  claim  for  benefits 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
§§  410.220-410.234; 

(3)  Was  dependent  on  the  miner  at 
the  pertinent  time  (see  S  410.380) ;  and 

(4)  Piles  proof  of  support  before 
Jime  1,  1974,  or  within  2  years  after  the 
miner’s  death,  whichever  is  later,  or  it 
is  shown  to  the  satisfsM:tion  of  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  that  there  is  go(xl  cause 
for  failure  to  file  such  proof  within  such 
period  (see  S  410.216). 

(b)  In  the  case  of  a  brother,  he  also: 

(1)  Is  imder  18  years  of  age;  or 

(2)  Is  18  years  of  age  or  older  and  is 
under  a  disability  as  defined  in  section 
223(d)  of  the  Social  Security  Act.  42 
U.S.C.  423(d)  (see  Subpart  P  of  Part 
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404  of  this  chapter),  which  began  be¬ 
fore  he  attained  age  18,  or  in  the  case 
of  a  student,  before  he  ceased  to  be  a 
student  (see  S  410.370(c) ) ;  or 

(3)  Is  a  student  (see  1410.370(c)); 
or 

(4)  Is  under  a  disability  as  defined  in 
section  223(d)  of  the  Social  Security  Act, 
42  U.S.C.  423(d)  (see  Subpart  P  of  Part 
404  of  this  chapter),  at  the  time  of  the 
miner’s  death. 

(c)  In  addition  to  the  requirements 
set  forth  in  paragraphs  (a)  and  (b)  of 
this  section,  the  deceased  miner: 

(1)  Was  entitled  to  benefits  at  the 
time  of  his  death;  or 

(2)  Died  before  January  1,  1974,  and 
his  death  is  determined  to  have  been 
due  to  pneumoconiosis  (see  Subpart  D 
of  this  part) ;  or 

(3)  Died  before  January  1,  1974,  and 
it  is  determined  that  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  totally  disabled  by  pneu¬ 
moconiosis  (see  Subpart  D  of  this  part) . 

(d)  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of 
paragraphs  (a),  (b),  and  (c)  of  this 
section. 

(1)  A  parent  is  not  entitled  to  bene¬ 
fits  if  the  deceased  miner  was  survived 
by  a  widow  or  child  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  and 

(2)  A  brother  or  sister  is  not  entitled 
to  benefits  if  the  deceased  miner  was 
survived  by  a  widow,  child,  or  parent  at 
the  time  of  his  death. 

10.  Section  410.215  is  redesignated 
as  §  410.219  and  new  §§  410.215  and 
410.216  are  added  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.215  Duration  of  entitlement;  par¬ 
ent,  brother,  or  sister. 

(a)  A  parent,  brother,  or  sister  is  en¬ 
titled  to  benefits  beginning  with  the 
month  all  the  conditions  of  entitlement 
described  in  §  410.214  are  met. 

(b)  The  last  month  for  which  such 
parent  is  entitled  to  benefits  is  the  month 
before  the  month  in  which  the  parent 
dies. 

(c)  ’The  last  month  for  which  such 
sister  is  entitled  to  benefits  is  the  month 
before  the  month  in  which  any  of  the 
following  events  occurs: 

(1)  She  dies; 

(2)  (i)  She  marries  or  remarries;  or 

(ii)  If  already  married,  she  receives 

support  in  any  amount  from  her  spouse. 

(d)  The  last  month  for  which  such 
brother  is  entitled  to  benefits  is  the 
month  before  the  month  in  which  any 
of  the  following  events  first  occurs: 

(1)  Hedies; 

(2)  (i)  He  marries  or  remarries;  or 

(ii)  If  already  married,  he  receives 

support  in  any  amount  from  his  spouse; 

(3)  He  attains  age  18  and, 

(i)  Is  not  under  a  disability  at  that 
time,  and 

(ii)  Is  not  a  student  (see  S  410.370(c) ) 
during  any  part  of  the  month  in  which 
he  attains  age  18; 

(4)  If  his  entitlement  is  based  on  his 
status  as  a  student,  the  earlier  of: 

(i)  The  first  month  dining  no  part  of 
which  he  is  a  student;  or 

(ii)  ’The  month  in  which  he  attains 
age  23  and  is  not  under  a  disability  at 
that  time; 


(5)  If  his  entitlement  is  based  on  dis¬ 
ability,  the  first  month  in  no  part  of 
which  such  individual  is  under  a 
disability. 

§  410.216  “Good  cause”  for  delayed 
filing  of  proof  of  support. 

(a)  What  constitutes  "good  cause” 
“Good  cause”  may  be  found  for  failure 
to  file  proof  of  support  within  the  2-year 
period  where  the  parent,  brother,  or 
sister  establishes  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Administration  that  such  failure  to 
file  was  due  to: 

(1)  Circumstances  beyond  the  indi¬ 
vidual’s  control,  such  as  extended  Illness, 
mental  or  physical  incapacity,  or  com¬ 
munication  difficulties;  or 

(2)  Incorrect  or  incomplete  informa¬ 
tion  furnished  the  individual  by  the 
Administration;  or 

(3)  Efforts  by  the  individual  to  secure 
supporting  evidence  without  a  realiza¬ 
tion  that  such  evidence  could  be  sub¬ 
mitted  after  filing  proof  of  support;  or 

(4)  Unusual  or  unavoidable  circum¬ 
stances,  the  nature  of  which  demonstrate 
that  the  individual  could  not  reasonably 
be  expected  to  have  been  aware  of  the 
need  to  file  timely  the  proof  of  support. 

(b)  What  does  not  constitute  "good 
cause.”  “Good  cause”  for  failure  to  file 
timely  such  proof  of  support  does  not 
exist  when  there  is  evidence  of  record  in 
the  Administration  that  the  individual 
was  informed  that  he  should  file  within 
the  initial  2-year  period  and  he  failed  to 
do  so  through  negligence  or  intent  not  to 
file. 

11.  In  §  410.220,  a  new  paragraph  (f) 
is  added  to  read  as  follows: 

§410.220  Claim  for  benefits;  defi¬ 
nitions. 

*  •  •  *  • 

(f)  Provisions  with  respect  to  claims 
applicable  with  respect  to  requests.  The 
provisions  of  §S  410.222-410.234  (relating 
to  the  preparation,  execution,  or  filing  of 
a  claim  for  benefits)  are  applicable  to 
the  preparation,  execution,  and  filing  of 
a  written  request  required  under  this 
part  e.g.,  a  request  to  be  selected  as  rep¬ 
resentative  payee  (see  S  410.581  et  seq.), 
a  request  for  separate  payment  of  an 
augmentation  (see  §410.511),  a  request 
for  reconsideration  (see  §  410.622) ,  etc. 
In  such  cases,  the  term  “claimant”  as 
used  therein  refers  to  the  individual  fil¬ 
ing  the  request  on  his  own  behalf  or  the 
Individual  on  whose  behalf  such  request 
is  filed. 

12.  Section  410.221  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  410.221  Pres<-ribed  application  and 
request  forms. 

(a)  Claims  shall  be  made  as  provided 
in  this  subpart  on  such  application  forms 
and  in  accordance  with  such  instructions 
(provided  thereon  or  attached  thereto) 
as  are  prescribed  by  the  Administration. 

(b)  The  application  forms  used  by  the 
public  to  file  claims  for  benefits  under 
Part  B  of  title  IV  of  the  Act  are  SSA-46 
(application  for  benefits  under  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Coal  Mine  Health  and  Safety  Act 
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of  1969  (coal  miner’s  claim  of  total  dis¬ 
ability)),  SSA-47  (application  for  bene¬ 
fits  under  the  Federal  Coal  Mine  Health 
and  Safety  Act  of  1969  (widow’s  claim) ) , 
8SA-48  (application  for  benefits  under 
the  Black  Lung  Benefits  Act  of  1972 
(child’s  claim)),  and  SSA-49  (applica¬ 
tion  for  benefits  under  the  Black  Lung 
Act  of  1972  (parent’s,  brother,  or  sister’s 
claim) ) . 

(c)  The  form  used  by  an  individual  to 
request  that  such  individual  be  selected 
as  a  representative  payee  or  by  a  de¬ 
pendent  to  request  that  payment  be  cer¬ 
tified  to  him  separately  is  SSA-50  (Re¬ 
quest  to  be  Selected  as  Payee) . 

(d)  For  further  Informatlcm  about 
some  of  the  forms  used  in  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  Part  B  of  title  IV  of  the  Act, 
see  §S  422.505(b).  422.515,  422.525,  and 
422.527  of  this  chapter. 

13.  Section  410.222  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  410.222  Execution  of  a  claim. 

The  Administration  determines  who  is 
the  proper  party  to  execute  a  claim  in 
accordance  with  the  following  rules: 

(a)  If  the  claimant  has  attained  the 
age  of  18,  is  mentally  competent,  and 
is  physically  able  to  execute  the  claim, 
the  claim  shall  be  executed  by  him. 
Where,  however,  paragraph  (d)  of  this 
secticm  applies,  the  claim  may  also  be 
executed  by  the  claimant’s  legal  gusird- 
ian,  committee,  or  other  representative. 

(b)  If  the  ^aimant  is  between  the 
ages  of  16  and  18,  is  mentally  competent, 
has  no  legally  appointed  guardian,  com¬ 
mittee,  or  other  representative,  and  is 
not  in  the  care  of  any  person,  such  claim¬ 
ant  may  execute  the  claim  upon  filing 
a  statement  cm  the  prescribed  form  in¬ 
dicating  capacity  to  act  on  his  own  be¬ 
half. 

(c)  If  the  claimant  is  mentally  com¬ 
petent  but  has  not  attained  age  18  and 
is  in  the  care  of  a  person,  the  claim  may 
be  executed  by  such  person. 

(d)  If  the  claimant  (regardless  of  his 
age)  has  a  legally  appointed  guardian, 
conunittee,  or  other  representative,  the 
claim  may  be  executed  by  such  guardian, 
committee,  or  representative. 

(e)  If  the  claimant  (regardless  of  his 
age)  is  mentally  Incompetent  or  is  physi¬ 
cally  unable  to  execute  the  claim,  it  may 
be  executed  by  the  person  who  has  the 
claimant  in  his  care  or  by  a  legally  ap¬ 
pointed  guardian,  committee,  or  other 
representative. 

(f)  Where  the  claimant  is  in  the  care 
of  an  Institution  and  is  not  mentally  com¬ 
petent  or  physically  able  to  execute  a 
claim,  the  manager  or  principal  officer  of 
such  Institution  may  execute  the  claim. 

(g)  For  good  cause  shown,  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  may  accept  a  claim  executed 
by  a  person  other  than  one  described  in 
paragraph  (a) ,  (b) ,  (c) ,  (d) ,  (e) ,  or  (f ) 
of  this  section. 

14.  Section  410.226  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  410.226  Periods  for  which  claims  are 
effective. 

(a)  Application  effective  lor  entire 
month  of  filing.  Benefits  are  payable  for 


full  calendar  months.  If  the  claimant 
meets  all  the  requirements  for  aitltle- 
ment  to  benefits  in  the  same  calendar 
month  in  which  his  application  is  filed, 
the  application  will  be  effective  for  the 
whole  month.  If  a  miner  does  in  the 
first  month  for  which  he  meets  all  the 
requirements  for  entitlement  to  benefits, 
he  will,  notwithstanding  the  provisions 
of  5  410.202(b).  be  considered  to  be  en¬ 
titled  to  benefits  for  that  month. 

(b)  Prospective  life  of  claims.  A  claim 
which  is  filed  before  the  claimant  meets 
all  the  requirements  for  entitlement  to 
such  benefits  will  be  deemed  a  valid  claim 
if  the  claimant  meets  such  requirements 
of  entitlement  (1)  before  the  Adminis¬ 
tration  makes  a  final  decision  on  such 
ciftim  or  (2)  if  the  claimant  has  timely 
requested  judicial  review  of  such  fined 
decision  before  such  review  is  completed. 
If  the  claimant  first  meets  the  require¬ 
ments  for  entitlement  to  benefits  in  a 
month  after  the  month  of  actual  filing 
but  before  a  final  administrative  or  judi¬ 
cial  decision  is  rendered  on  his  claim,  his 
claim  will  be  deemed  to  have  been  effec¬ 
tively  filed  in  such  first  month  of 
entitlement. 

(c)  Retroactive  life  of  claims.  Except 
in  the  case  of  a  claim  for  benefits  as  a 
surviving  child  (see  §  410.212)  a  claim  for 
benefits  has  no  retroactive  effect.  (See, 
however,  5  410.230.)  Generally,  a  claim 
for  benefits  for  a  surviving  child  is  ef¬ 
fective  (depending  on  the  first  month  of 
eligibility)  for  iq?  to  12  months  preced¬ 
ing  the  month  in  which  such  claim  is 
filed.  However,  if  such  claim  is  filed  be¬ 
fore  December  1972,  su(di  claim  may  be 
effective  retroactively  (depending  on  the 
first  month  of  eligibility)  to  December 
1969. 

§  410.227  [Amended] 

15.  In  5  410.227,  paragraph  (c)  is 
revoked. 

16.  Section  410.231  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  410.231  Time  limiU  for  filing  claims. 

(a)  A  claim  by  or  on  behalf  of  a  miner 
must  be  filed  on  or  before  December  31, 
1973,  and  when  so  filed,  is  a  claim  for 
benefits  under  Part  B  of  title  IV  of  the 
Act.  (See  5  410.227  for  when  a  claim  is 
cemsidered  to  have  been  filed.  See  also 
§  410.202(c)  for  the  duration  of  entitle¬ 
ment  to  benefits  of  a  miner  based  on  a 
claim  for  such  benefits  which  is  filed 
after  June  30,  1973,  and  before  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1974.) 

(b)  In  the  case  of  a  miner  who  was 
entitled  to  benefits  for  the  month  be¬ 
fore  the  month  of  his  death,  or  died  in 
the  first  month  for  which  he  met  all  the 
requirements  for  entitlement  (see  §  410. 
226),  a  claim  for  benefits  by  or  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  widow,  child,  parent,  brother, 
or  sister  of  a  miner  must  be  filed  by  De¬ 
cember  31, 1973,  or  within  6  months  after 
the  miner’s  death,  whichever  is  later. 
When  so  filed,  it  constitutes  a  cledm  for 
benefits  under  Part  B  of  title  TV  of 
the  Act. 

(c)  In  the  case  of  a  miner  who  was 
not  entitled  to  benefits  for  the  month 
before  the  month  of  his  death,  and  whose 


death  occurred  prior  to  January  1,  1974, 
a  claim  for  benefits  by  or  on  behalf  of 
the  widow,  child,  parent,  brother,  or 
sister  of  a  miner  must  be  filed  by  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  1973,  or,  in  the  case  of  the  death 
of  a  miner  occurring  after  June  30,  1973, 
and  before  January  1,  1974,  within  6 
months  of  such  miner’s  death.  When  so 
filed,  it  constitutes  a  claim  for  benefits 
imder  Part  B  of  title  IV  of  the  Act. 

(d)  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of 
paragraphs  (b)  and  (c)  of  this  section, 
if  a  widow  established  entitlement  to 
benefits  under  this  part  (see  5  410.210), 
a  claim  by  or  on  behalf  of  a  surviving 
child  of  a  miner  or  of  such  widow,  must 
be  filed  within  6  months  after  the  death 
of  such  miner  or  of  such  widow,  or  by 
December  31,  1973,  whichever  is  the 
later. 

17.  Section  410.234  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  410.234  Interim  provisiomi. 

(a)  Notwithstanding  any  other  pro¬ 
vision  of  this  subpart,  a  written  request 
for  benefits  which  is  filed  before  Janu¬ 
ary  31,  1972,  and  which  meets  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  this  subpart  except  for  the 
filing  of  a  prescribed  application  form, 
shall  be  considered  a  claim  for  benefits. 
Nevertheless,  where  a  prescribed  appli¬ 
cation  form  has  not  been  filed,  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  may  require  that  such  a 
form  be  completed  and  filed  before  ad¬ 
judicating  the  claim.  (See  5  410.240(a).) 

(b)  Notwithstanding  any  other  pro¬ 
vision  of  this  part,  where  (1)  a  request 
has  been  made  before  the  effective  date 
of  this  regulation  that  a  claim  for  bene¬ 
fits  be  withdrawn  and  (2)  such  request 
has  been  approved  (see  5  410.232),  such 
claim  may  nevertheless  be  reinstated  and 
adjudicated  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Black  Lung  Benefits  Act  of  1972  (Public 
Law  92-303). 

18.  In  5  410.240,  paragraphs  (b)  and 

(h)  are  revised  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.240  Evidenrr. 

•  •  «  •  • 

(b)  Failure  to  submit  requested  evi¬ 
dence  of  eligibility.  Whenever  a  claimant 
for  benefits  has  submitted  no  evidence  or 
insufficient  evidence  of  eligibility,  the 
Administration  will  inform  the  claimant 
what  evidence  is  necessary  for  a  determi¬ 
nation  of  eligibility  and  will  request  him 
to  submit  such  evidence  within  a  speci¬ 
fied  reasonable  time  which  may  be  ex¬ 
tended  for  a  further  reasonable  time 
upon  the  claimant’s  request.  The  claim¬ 
ant’s  failure  to  submit  evidence  as  re¬ 
quested  by  the  Administration  within 
such  specified  reasonable  time  or  any  re¬ 
quested  extension  thereof  shall  be  a  basis 
for  determining  that  the  conditions  of 
eligibility  concerning  which  such  evi¬ 
dence  was  requested  have  not  been  met 
(see  5  410.610(g)). 

•  •  •  •  • 

(h)  Reimbursement  for  reasonable 
expenses  in  obtaining  medical  evidence. 
Claimants  for  benefits  under  this  part 
shall  be  reimbursed  promptly  for  reason¬ 
able  medical  expenses  incurred  by  them 
for  services  from  medical  somces  of  their 
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choice,  in  establishing  their  claims,  in¬ 
cluding  the  reasonable  and  necessary 
cost  of  travel  incident  thereto.  A  medi¬ 
cal  expense  generally  is  not  “reasonable” 
when  the  medical  evidence  for  which  the 
expense  was  incurred  is  of  no  value  in 
the  adjudication  of  a  claim.  Medical  evi¬ 
dence  will  be  considered  to  be  of  “no 
value"  when,  for  instance,  it  is  only 
duplicative  or  when  it  is  wholly  extrane¬ 
ous  to  the  medical  issue  of  whether  the 
claimant  is  disabled  or  died  due  to 
pneumoconiosis.  In  order  to  minimize 
inconvenience  and  expense  to  the  claim¬ 
ant,  he  should  not  generally  incur  any 
medical  expense  for  which  he  intends 
to  claim  reimbursement  without  first 
contacting  the  district  office  to  deter¬ 
mine  what  types  of  evidence  not  already 
available  to  ^e  Administration  may 
useful  in  adjudicating  his  claim,  what 
types  of  medical  evidence  may  be  reim¬ 
bursable,  and  what  would  constitute  a 
“reasonable  medical  expense"  in  a  given 
case.  Where  a  reasonable  expense  for 
medical  evidence  is  ascertained,  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  may  authorize  direct  pay¬ 
ment  to  the  provider  of  such  evidence. 

19.  Section  410.250  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  410.250  Effect  of  conviction  of  feloni¬ 
ous  and  intentional  homicide  on  en¬ 
titlement  to  benefits. 

An  individual  who  has  been  finally 
convicted  by  a  court  of  competent  Jurls- 
ffiction  of  the  felonious  and  Intentional 
homicide  of  a  miner  or  of  a  widow  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  receive  any  benefits 
payable  because  of  the  death  of  such 
miner  or  widow,  and  such  felon  shall 
be  considered  nonexistent  in  determining 
the  entitlement  to  benefits  of  other  in¬ 
dividuals  with  respect  to  such  miner  or 
widow. 

20.  Section  410.300  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  410.300  Relationship  and  dependency; 
general. 

(a)  In  order  to  establish  entitlement 
to  benefits,  a  widow,  child,  parent, 
brother,  or  sister  must  meet  relationship 
and  dependency  requirements  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  miner  or  widow,  as  appli¬ 
cable,  prescribed  by  or  pursuant  to  the 
Act. 

(b)  In  order  for  an  entitled  miner  or 
widow  to  qualify  for  augmented  benefits 
because  of  one  or  more  dependents  (see 
S  410.510(c),  such  dependents  must  meet 
relationship  and  dependency  require¬ 
ments  with  respect  to  such  beneficiary 
prescribed  by  or  pursuant  to  the  Act. 

(c)  References  in  S§  410.310(c),  410.- 
320(c),  410.330(d).  and  410.340,  to  the 
“ssune  right  to  share  in  the  intestate 
perscmal  pr(H}erty“  of  a  deceased  miner 
(or  widow) ,  refer  to  the  right  of  an  In¬ 
dividual  to  share  in  such  distribution  in 
his  own  right  and  not  by  rig^t  of  rep¬ 
resentation. 

21.  In  8  410.310,  paragraph  (d)  Is  re¬ 
vised  to  read  as  follows: 


§  410.310  Determination  of  relation- 
tihip;  wife. 

An  individual  will  be  cemsidered  to  be 
the  wife  of  a  miner  if : 

•  a  •  •  • 

(d)  (1)  Such  individual  went  through 
a  marriage  ceremony  with  the  miner 
resulting  in  a  purported  marriage  be¬ 
tween  them  and  which,  but  for  a  legal 
impediment  (see  §410.391),  would  have 
been  a  valid  marriage.  However,  such  pur¬ 
ported  marriage  shall  not  be  considered 
a  valid  marriage  if  such  individual  en¬ 
tered  into  the  purported  marriage  with 
knowledge  that  it  was  not  a  valid  mar¬ 
riage,  or  If  such  individual  and  the  miner 
were  not  living  In  the  same  household 
(see  8  410.393)  In  the  month  in  which 
there  is  filed  a  request  that  the  miner’s 
benefits  be  augmented  because  such  In¬ 
dividual  qualifies  as  his  wife  (see  8  410.- 
510(c) ) .  'The  provisions  of  this  paragraph 
shall  not  apply,  however.  If  the  miner’s 
benefits  are  or  have  been  augmented  un¬ 
der  8  410.510(c)  because  another  person 
quaUfies  or  has  qualified  as  his  wife  and 
such  other  person  is.  or  is  considered  to 
be,  the  wife  of  such  miner  imder  para¬ 
graph  (a),  (b),  or  (c)  of  this  section  at 
the  time  such  request  Is  filed. 

(2)  The  qualification  for  augmenta¬ 
tion  purposes  of  an  Individual  who  would 
not  be  ccxisldered  to  be  the  wife  of  such 
miner  but  for  this  paragraph  (d),  shall 
end  with  the  month  before  the  month  In 
which  (1)  the  Administration  determines 
that  the  benefits  of  the  miner  should  be 
augmented  on  accotmt  of  another  per¬ 
son,  if  such  other  person  is  (or  is  c<xi- 
sidered  to  be)  the  wife  of  such  miner 
under  paragraph  (a) ,  (b) .  or  (c)  of  this 
section,  or  (ii)  if  the  individual  who  pre¬ 
viously  qualified  as  a  wife  for  purposes  of 
8  410.510(c),  entered  into  a  marriage 
valid  without  regard  to  this  paragraph, 
with  a  person  other  than  such  miner. 

22.  Following  §  410.310,  a  new  §  410.- 
311  is  added  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.311  Determination  of  relation¬ 
ship;  divorced  wife. 

An  individual  will  be  considered  to  be 
the  divorced  wife  of  a  miner  if  her  mar¬ 
riage  to  such  miner  has  been  terminated 
by  a  final  divorce  on  or  after  the  20th 
anniversary  of  the  marriage:  Provided, 
That  if  she  was  married  to  and  divorced 
from  him  more  than  once,  she  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  him  in  each  calradar  year  of  the 
period  beginning  20  years  immediately 
before  the  date  on  which  any  divorce 
became  final  and  ending  with  the  year 
in  which  that  divorce  became  final. 

23.  In  8  410.320,  paragraph  (d)  is  re¬ 
vised  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.320  Determination  of  relation¬ 
ship;  widow. 

•  •  •  •  • 

(d)  Such  individual  went  through  a 
marriage  ceremony  with  the  miner  re¬ 
sulting  in  a  purported  marriage  between 
them  and  which,  but  for  a  legal  impedi¬ 
ment  (see  8  410.391)  would  have  been  a 
valid  marriage.  However,  such  purported 


marriage  shall  not  be  considered  a  valid 
marriage  if  such  individual  entered  into 
the  purported  marriage  with  knowledge 
that  it  was  not  a  valid  marriage,  or  if 
such  individual  and  the  miner  were  not 
living  in  the  same  household  (see  §  410.- 
393)  at  the  time  of  the  miner’s  death. 
The  provisions  of  this  paragraph  shall 
not  apply  if  another  person  is  or  has  been 
entitled  to  benefits  as  the  widow  of  the 
miner  and  such  other  person  is,  or  is  con¬ 
sidered  to  be,  the  widow  of  such  miner 
under  paragraph  (a),  (b),  or  (c)  of  this 
section  at  the  time  such  individual  files 
her  claim  for  benefits. 

24.  Following  8  410.320.  a  new  8  410.321 
is  added  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.321  Determination  of  relution- 
ship;  surviving  divorced  wife. 

An  individual  will  be  considered  to  be 
the  surviving  divorced  wife  of  a  deceased 
miner  if  her  marriage  to  such  miner  had 
been  terminated  by  a  final  divorce  on  or 
after  the  20th  anniversary  of  the  mar¬ 
riage:  Provided,  That,  if  she  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  and  divorced  from  him  more  than 
once,  she  was  married  to  him  in  each 
calendar  year  of  the  period  beginning  20 
years  immediately  before  the  date  on 
which  any  divorce  became  final  and  end¬ 
ing  with  the  year  in  which  that  divorce 
became  final. 

25.  In  §410.330,  paragraph  (f)(3)  is 
revoked  and  the  material  preceding  para¬ 
graph  (a)  is  revised  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.330  Determination  of  relation¬ 
ship;  child. 

As  used  in  this  section,  the  term 
“beneficiary”  means  only  a  widow  en¬ 
titled  to  benefits  at  the  time  of  her  death 
(see  8  410.211),  or  a  miner,  except  where 
there  is  a  specific  reference  to  the 
“father”  only,  in  which  case  it  means 
only  a  miner.  An  individual  will  be 
considered  to  be  the  child  of  a  benefi¬ 
ciary  if : 

•  •  •  •  • 

(f)  •  •  • 

(3)  [Revoked! 

26.  Following  8  410.330,  a  new  §  410.340 
is  added  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.340  Determination  of  relation¬ 
ship;  parent,  brother,  or  sister. 

An  individual  will  be  considered  to  be 
the  parent,  brother,  or  sister  of  a  miner 
if  the  courts  of  the  State  in  which  such 
miner  was  domiciled  (see  8  410.392)  at 
the  time  of  his  death  would  find,  tmder 
the  law  they  would  apply  in  determining 
the  devolution  of  the  miner’s  intestate 
personal  property,  that  the  individual  is 
the  miner’s  parent,  brother,  or  sister. 
Where,  under  such  law,  the  individual 
does  not  bear  the  relationship  to  the 
miner  of  parent,  brother,  or  sister,  but 
would,  under  State  law.  have  the  same 
status  (i.e.,  right  to  share  in  the  miner’s 
Intestate  personal  property)  as  a  par¬ 
ent.  brother,  or  sister,  the  Individual 
will  be  deemed  to  be  such. 

27.  Section  410.350  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 
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§  410.350  Determination  of  depend- 
eney;  wife. 

An  individual  who  1b  the  miner’s  wife 
(see  i  410.310)  will  be  determined  to  be 
dependent  upon  the  miner  if: 

(a)  She  is  a  member  of  the  same 
household  as  the  miner  (see  S  410.393) ; 
or 

(b)  She  is  receiving  regular  contribu¬ 
tions  from  the  miner  for  her  support 
(see  S  410.395(c) ) ;  or 

(c)  The  miner  has  been  ordered  by  a 
court  to  contribute  to  her  support  (see 
§  410.395(e));  or 

(d)  She  is  the  natural  mother  of  the 
son  or  daughter  of  the  miner;  or 

(e)  She  was  married  to  the  miner  (see 
$  410.310)  for  a  period  of  not  less  than 
1  year. 

28.  Following  S  410.350,  a  new  S  410.351 
is  added  to  read  as  follows : 

§  410.351  Determination  of  depend¬ 
ency  t  divorced  wife. 

An  individual  who  Is  the  miner’s  di¬ 
vorced  wife  (see  i  410.311)  will  be  de¬ 
termined  to  be  dependent  upon  the 
miner  if: 

(a)  She  is  receiving  at  least  one-half 
of  her  support  from  the  miner  (see  S  410.- 
395(g)) ;  or 

(b)  She  is  receiving  substantial  con¬ 
tributions  from  the  miner  pursuant  to  a 
written  agreement  (S  410.395  (c)  and 

(f));or 

(c)  There  is  in  effect  a  comi;  order 
for  substantial  contributions  to  her  sup¬ 
port  to  be  furnished  by  such  miner  (see 
S  410.395  (c)  and  (e) ) . 

29.  Section  410.360  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  410.360  Determination  of  depend¬ 
ency  ;  widow. 

(a)  General.  An  individual  who  is  the 
miner’s  widow  (see  S  410.320)  wiU  be  de¬ 
termined  to  have  been  dependent  on  the 
miner  if,  at  the  time  of  the  miner’s 
death: 

(1)  She  was  living  with  the  miner  (see 
§  410.393) ;  or 

(2)  She  was  dependent  upon  the 
miner  for  support  or  the  miner  has  been 
ordered  by  a  court  to  emtribute  to  her 
support  (see  §  410.395) ;  or 

(3)  She  was  living  apart  from  the 
miner  because  of  his  desertion  or  other 
reastmable  cause;  or 

(4)  She  is  the  natural  mother  of  his 
son  or  daughter;  or 

(5)  She  had  legally  adopted  his  sm 
or  daughter  while  she  was  married  to 
him  and  while  such  son  or  daughter  was 
under  the  age  of  18;  or 

(6)  He  had  legally  adopted  her  son  or 
daughter  while  she  was  married  to  him 
and  while  such  son  or  daughter  was 
under  the  age  of  18;  or 

(7)  She  was  married  to  him  at  the 
time  both  of  them  legaUy  adopted  a 
child  imder  the  age  of  18;  or 

(8)  She  was  married  to  him  for  a 
period  of  not  less  than  9  months  immedi¬ 
ately  prior  to  the  day  on  which  he  died 
(but  see  paragraph  (b)  of  this  section). 

(b)  Waiver  of  9-month  requirement. — 

(1)  General.  Except  as  provided  in  sub- 


paragraph  (3)  of  this  paragraph,  the  re¬ 
quirement  in  paragraph  (a)(8)  of  this 
section  that  the  surviving  spouse  of  a 
miner  must  have  been  married  to  him 
for  a  period  of  not  less  than  9  months 
immediately  prior  to  the  day  on  which 
he  died  in  order  to  qualify  as  such  miner’s 
widow,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  satisfied 
where  such  miner  dies  within  the  appli¬ 
cable  8-month  period,  if  his  death: 

(1)  Is  accidental  (as  defined  in  sub- 
paragraph  (2)  of  this  paragraph),  or 

(ii)  Occurs  in  line  of  duty  while  he  is 
a  member  of  a  uniformed  service  serving 
on  active  duty  (as  defined  in  9  404.1013 
(f)  (2)  and  (3)  of  this  chapter),  and 
such  surviving  spouse  was  married  to 
such  miner  for  a  period  of  not  less  than 
3  mcHiths  immediately  prior  to  the  day 
on  which  he  died. 

(2)  Accidental  death.  For  purposes  of 
subparagrai^  (1)  (i)  of  this  paragraph, 
the  death  of  a  miner  is  accidental  if  such 
individual  receives  bodily  injuries  solely 
through  violent,  external,  and  accidental 
means  and,  as  a  direct  result  of  the  bodily 
injuries  and  independently  of  all  other 
causes,  loses  his  life  not  later  than  3 
months  after  the  day  on  which  he  re¬ 
ceives  such  bodily  injuries.  The  term 
“accident”  means  an  event  that  was  un¬ 
premeditated  and  unforeseen  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  deceased  individual.  To 
determine  whether  the  death  of  an  in¬ 
dividual  did,  in  fact,  result  from  an  acci¬ 
dent  the  Administration  will  consider  all 
the  circumstances  surrounding  the  casu¬ 
alty.  An  intentional  and  voluntary  suicide 
will  not  be  considered  to  be  death  by 
accident;  however,  suicide  by  an  In- 
dlvldusJ  who  is  so  Insane  as  to  be  in- 
cap{d>le  of  acting  intentionally  and 
volimtarlly  will  be  considered  to  be  death 
by  accident.  In  no  event  will  the  death 
of  an  individual  resulting  from  vloloit 
and  external  causes  be  cmisidered  a  sui¬ 
cide  unless  there  is  direct  proof  that  the 
fatal  injury  was  self-infilcted. 

(3)  Applicability.  ’The  provisions  of 
this  paragraph  shall  not  iq^ply  if  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  deteimines  that  at  the  time 
of  the  marriage  involved,  the  miner 
could  not  reasonably  have  been  expected 
to  live  for  9  months. 

30.  Following  9  410.360,  a  new  9  410.361 
is  added  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.361  Determinatioti  of  depend¬ 
ency  ;  surviving  divorced  wife. 

An  individual  who  is  the  minn^s  sur¬ 
viving  divorced  wife  (see  9  410.321)  will 
be  determined  to  have  been  dependent  on 
the  miner  if,  for  the  month  preceding 
the  month  in  which  the  miner  died: 

(a)  She  was  receiving  at  least  one-half 
of  her  support  from  the  miner  (see 
9  410.395(g));  or 

(b)  She  was  receiving  substantial  CMi- 
tributlons  from  the  miner  pursuant  to  a 
written  agreement  (see  9  410.395  (c)  and 
(f));  or 

(c)  There  was  in  effect  a  court  order 
for  substantial  contributions  to  her  sup¬ 
port  to  be  furnished  by  such  miner  (see 
9  410.395  (c)  and  (e)). 

31.  Section  410.370  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows: 


§  410.370  Determiiiatioii  of  depend¬ 
ency;  chfld. 

For  purposes  of  augmenting  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  a  minM'  or  widow  (see  9  410.510 

(c)),  the  term  “beneOoiary”  as  used  In 
this  section  means  only  a  miner  or  widow 
entitled  to  benefits  (see  99  410.201  and 
410 JIO) ;  or,  for  purposes  of  an  indi¬ 
vidual’s  oititlement  to  benefits  as  a  sur¬ 
viving  child  (see  9  410.212),  the  term 
“beneficiary”  as  used  in  this  seetkm 
means  only  a  deceased  miner  (see 
9  410J0O)  or  a  deceased  widow  who  was 
entitled  to  benefits  for  the  nxmth  prior 
to  the  month  of  her  death  (see  99  410.210 
and  410J211).  An  individual  who  is  the 
beneficiary’s  child  (see  f  410.330)  will,  as 
ai^llcable,  be  determined  to  be,  ot  to 
have  been,  d^)endent  on  the  beneficiary, 
if  the  child: 

(a)  Is  immanied;  and 

(b)  (1)  Is  under  18  years  of  age;  or 

(2)  Is  18  years  of  age  or  (rider  and  is 
under  a  disability  as  defined  in  section 
223(d)  of  the  Social  Security  Act,  42 
UJ3.C.  423(d)  (see  Subpart  P  of  Part  404 
of  this  chapter) .  For  purposes  of  entitle¬ 
ment  to  ben^ts  as  a  surviving  child  (see 
9  410.212) ,  such  disability  must  have  be¬ 
gun  before  the  child  attained  age  18,  or, 
in  the  case  of  a  student,  before  he  ceased 
to  be  a  studrat  (see  paragraph  (c)  of  this 
secti<m). 

(3)  Is  18  years  of  age  or  (rider  and  is  a 
student. 

(c) (1)  The  term  “student”  means  a 
“full-time  student”  as  defined  in  section 
202(d)  (7)  of  the  S(x:ial  Security  Act,  42 
U.S.C.  402(d)  (7)  (see  9  404.320(c)  of  this 
chapter) ,  or  an  individual  xmder  23  shears 
of  age  who  has  not  c(Hnpleted  4  years  of 
education  beyond  the  high  school  level 
and  who  is  regularly  pursuing  a  full¬ 
time  course  of  study  or  training  at  an  in¬ 
stitution  which  is: 

(1)  A  school,  college,  or  university  op¬ 
erated  or  directly  supported  by  the  Uhlted 
States,  or  by  a  State  or  local  government 
or  political  subdivision  there(ri;  or 

(ii)  A  sch(X}l,  college,  or  university 
which  has  been  accredited  by  a  State  or 
by  a  State-recognized  or  nationally  rec¬ 
ognized  accrediting  agency  or  b(xly;  or 

(iil)  A  school,  college,  or  university 
not  so  accredited  but  whose  credits  are 
accepted,  on  transfer,  by  at  least  three  in¬ 
stitutions  which  are  so  accredited,  for 
credit  on  the  same  basis  as  if  transferred 
from  an  institution  so  accredited;  or 

(iv)  A  technical,  trade,  vocational, 
business,  or  professkmal  school  a(Tred- 
ited  or  licensed  by  the  Federal,  or  a 
State  government  or  any  political  sub¬ 
division  thereof,  providing  courses  of  not 
less  than  3  months’  duration  that  pre¬ 
pare  the  student  for  a  livelUuxxl  in  a 
trade,  industry,  vocation,  or  profession. 

(2)  A  student  will  be  considered  to  be 
“pursuing  a  full-time  course  of  study  or 
training  at  an  institution”  if  he  is  en¬ 
rolled  in  a  noncorrespondence  course  and 
is  carrying  a  subject  load  which  is  consid¬ 
ered  full  time  for  day  students  under  the 
institution’s  standards  and  practices. 
However,  a  student  will  not  be  c(Hisid- 
ered  to  be  “pursuing  a  fuU-time  course  of 
study  or  training”  if  he  is  enrolled  in  a 
course  of  study  or  training  of  less  than 
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13  school  weeks*  diiration.  A  student  be¬ 
ginning  or  ending  a  full-time  course  of 
study  or  training  in  part  of  any  month 
will  be  considered  to  be  pursuing  such 
course  for  the  entire  month. 

(3)  A  child  is  deemed  not  to  have 
ceased  to  be  a  student: 

(1)  During  any  interim  between  school 
years,  if  the  interim  does  not  exceed  4 
months  and  he  shows  to  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  the  Administration  that  he  has 
a  bona  fide  intention  of  continuing  to 
pursue  a  full-time  course  of  study  or 
training  during  the  semester  or  other 
enrollment  period  immediately  after  the 
interim;  or 

(ii)  During  periods  of  reastxiable  du¬ 
ration  during  which,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Administration,  he  is  prevented  by 
factors  beyond  his  control  from  pursu¬ 
ing  his  education. 

(4)  A  student  whose  23d  birthday 
occurs  during  a  semester  or  other  en¬ 
rollment  i>eriod  in  which  he  is  pursuing 
a  full-time  course  of  study  or  training 
shall  continue  to  be  considered  a  stu¬ 
dent  for  as  long  as  he  otherwise  qualifies 
imder  this  section  until  the  end  of  such 
period. 

32.  Section  410.380  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  410.380  Determination  of  depend¬ 
ency  ;  parent,  brother,  or  sister. 

An  individual  who  is  the  miner’s  par¬ 
ent,  brother,  or  sister  (see  9  410.340), 
will  be  determined  to  have  been  de¬ 
pendent  on  the  miner  if,  during  the  1- 
year  period  immediately  prior  to  such 
miner's  death: 

(a)  Such  individual  and  the  miner 
were  living  in  the  same  household  (see 
9  410.393);  and 

(b)  Such  individual  was  totally  de¬ 
pendent  on  the  miner  for  support  (see 
9  410.395(h)). 

33.  Following  9  410.380,  anew  9  410.390 
is  added  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.390  Time  of  determinations. 

(a)  Relationship  and  dependency  of 
wife  or  child.  With  respect  to  the  wife 
or  child  of  a  miner  entitled  to  benefits, 
and  with  respect  to  the  child  of  a  widow 
entitled  to  benefits,  the  determination  as 
to  whether  an  Individual  purporting  to 
be  a  wife  or  child  is  related  to  or  de¬ 
pendent  upon  such  miner  or  widow  shall 
be  based  on  the  facts  and  circumstances 
with  respect  to  the  period  of  time  as  to 
which  such  issue  of  relationship  or  de¬ 
pendency  is  material.  (See.  for  example, 
9  410.510(c).) 

(b)  Relationship  and  dependency  of 
widow.  The  determination  as  to  whether 
an  individual  purporting  to  be  the  widow 
of  a  miner  was  related  to  or  dependent 
upon  such  miner  is  made  after  such  in¬ 
dividual  effectively  files  a  claim  for  bene¬ 
fits  (see  9  410.227)  as  a  widow.  Such 
determination  is  based  on  the  facts  and 
circumstances  with  respect  to  the  time 
of  the  miner’s  death  (except  as  provided 
in  9  410.320(d)).  A  prior  determination 
that  such  Individual  was  determined  to 
be,  or  not  to  be,  the  wife  of  such  miner, 
pursuant  to  99  410.310  and  410.350,  for 


purposes  of  augmenting  the  miner’s 
benefits  for  a  certain  period  (see 
9  410.510(c) ) ,  is  not  determinative  of  the 
issue  of  whether  the  Individual  is  the 
widow  of  such  miner  or  of  whether  she 
was  dependent  on  such  miner. 

(c)  Relationship  and  dependency  of 
surviving  divorced  wife.  The  determina¬ 
tion  as  to  whether  an  individual  pur¬ 
porting  to  be  a  surviving  divorced  wife 
of  a  miner  was  related  to  or  dependent 
upon  such  miner  is  made  when  such  in¬ 
dividual  effectively  files  a  claim  for 
benefits  (see  9  410.227)  as  a  surviving  di¬ 
vorced  wife.  Such  determination  is  made 
with  respect  to  the  time  of  the  miner’s 
death.  A  prior  determination  that  such 
individual  was,  or  was  not,  the  divorced 
wife  of  such  miner,  pursuant  to 
99  410.311  and  410.351,  for  purposes  of 
augmenting  the  miner’s  benefits  for  a 
certain  period  (see  9  410.510(c)).  is  not 
determinative  of  the  issue  of  whether 
the  individual  is  the  surviving  divorced 
wife  of  such  miner  or  of  whether  she 
was  dependent  on  such  miner. 

34.  In  9  410.392,  paragraph  (b)  is  re¬ 
vised  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.392  DomicUe. 

•  •  •  •  • 

(b)  The  domicile  of  a  deceased  miner 
or  widow  is  determined  as  of  the  time 
of  his  or  her  death. 

•  •  •  •  • 

35.  Section  410.393  Is  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  410.393  Members  of  the  same  bouse- 
hdd;  ^’living  with”;  “living  in  the 
same  household”;  and  “living  in  the 
miner's  household.” 

(a)  Defined.  (1)  The  term  “member 
of  the  same  household’’  as  used  in  sec¬ 
tion  402(a)(2)  of  the  Act  (with  respect 
to  a  wife) ;  the  term  “living  with’’  as 
used  in  section  402(e)  of  the  Act  (with 
respect  to  a  widow) ;  and  the  term  “liv¬ 
ing  in  the  same  household’’  as  used  in 
99  410.310(d)  and  410.320(d).  mean  that 
a  husband  and  wife  were  customarily 
living  together  as  husband  and  wife  in 
the  same  place  of  abode. 

(2)  The  term  “living  in  the  miner’s 
household’’  as  used  in  section  412(a)  (5) 
of  the  Act  (with  respect  to  a  parent, 
brother,  or  sister  (see  9  410.380) ),  means 
that  the  miner  and  such  parent,  brother, 
or  sister,  were  sharing  the  same  resi¬ 
dence. 

(b)  Temporary  absence.  ’The  tempo¬ 
rary  absence  from  the  same  residence 
of  either  the  miner,  or  his  wife,  parent, 
brother,  or  sister  (as  the  case  may  be), 
does  not  preclude  a  finding  that  one  was 
"living  with’’  the  other,  or  that  they  were 
“members  of  the  same  household,’’  etc. 
The  absence  of  one  such  individual  from 
the  residence  in  which  both  had  custom¬ 
arily  lived  shall,  in  the  absence  of  evi¬ 
dence  to  the  contrary,  be  considered 
temporary: 

(1)  If  such  absence  was  due  to  service 
In  the  Armed  Forces  of  the  United 
States;  or 

(2)  If  the  period  of  absence  from  his 
or  her  residence  did  not  exceed  6  months. 


and  neither  individual  was  outside  the 
United  States,  and  the  absence  was  due 
to  business  or  employment  reasons,  or 
because  of  confinement  in  a  penal  insti¬ 
tution  or  in  a  hospital,  nursing  home,  or 
other  curative  institution;  or 

(3)  In  any  other  case,  if  the  evidence 
establishes  that  despite  such  absence 
they  neveilheless  reasonably  expected  to 
resume  physically  living  together  at  some 
time  in  the  reasonably  near  future. 

(c)  Death  during  absence.  Where  the 
death  of  one  of  the  parties  occurred 
while  away  from  the  residence  for  treat¬ 
ment  or  care  of  an  illness  or  an  injury 
(e.g.,  in  a  hospital),  the  fact  that  the 
death  was  foreseen  as  possible  or  prob¬ 
able  does  not  in  and  of  itself  preclude 
a  finding  that  the  parties  were  “living 
with’’  one  another  or  were  “member [si 
of  the  same  household’’  etc.  at  the  time 
of  death. 

(d)  Absences  other  than  temporary. 
In  situations  other  than  those  described 
in  paragraphs  (b)  and  (c)  of  this  sec¬ 
tion,  the  absence  shall  not  be  considered 
temporary,  and  the  parties  may  not  be 
found  to  be  “living  with’’  one  another  or 
to  be  “memberCsl  of  the  same  house¬ 
hold’’  etc.  A  finding  of  temporary  absence 
would  not  be  justified  where  one  of  the 
parties  was  committed  to  a  penal  insti¬ 
tution  for  life  or  for  a  period  exceeding 
the  reasonable  life  expectancy  of  either, 
or  was  under  a  sentence  of  death;  or 
where  the  parties  had  ceased  to  live  in 
the  same  place  of  abode  because  of  mari¬ 
tal  or  family  difBculties  and  had  not 
resiuned  living  together  before  death. 

(e)  Relevant  period  of  time.  (1)  The 
determination  as  to  whether  a  widow  had 
been  “living  with’’  her  husband  shall  be 
based  upon  the  facts  and  circumstances 
as  of  the  time  of  death  of  the  miner. 

(2)  ’The  determination  as  to  whether 
a  wife  is  a  “member  of  the  same  house¬ 
hold’’  as  her  husband  shall  be  based  upon 
the  facts  and  circumstances  with  respect 
to  the  period  or  periods  of  time  as  to 
which  the  issue  of  membership  in  the 
same  household  is  material.  (See 
9  410.510(b).) 

(3)  The  determination  as  to  whether 
a  parent,  brother,  or  sister  was  “living  in 
the  miner’s  household’’  shall  take  ac¬ 
count  only  of  the  1-year  period,  imme¬ 
diately  prior  to  the  miner’s  death.  (See 
9  410.380.) 

§  410.394  [Revoked! 

36.  Section  410.394  is  revoked. 

37.  Section  410.395  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows; 

§  410.395  Contributions  and  support. 

(a)  “Support”  defined.  ’The  term  “sup¬ 
port’’  includes  food,  shelter,  clothing,  or¬ 
dinary  medical  expenses,  and  other  ordi¬ 
nary  and  customary  items  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  person  supported. 

(b)  “Contributions”  defined.  ’The  term 
“contributions’’  refers  to  contributions 
actually  provided  by  the  contributor  from 
his  own  property,  or  the  use  thereof,  or 
by  the  use  of  his  own  credit. 

(c)  “Regular  contributions”  and  “sub¬ 
stantial  contributions”  defined.  The 
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terms  “regular  contributions’*  and  “sub¬ 
stantial  contributions’*  mean  contribu¬ 
tions  that  are  cxistomary  and  sufficient 
to  constitute  a  material  factor  in  the  cost 
of  the  individual’s  support. 

(d)  Contributions  and  community 
property.  When  a  wife  receives,  and  iises 
for  her  support,  income  from  her  .serv¬ 
ices  or  property  and  such  income,  under 
applicable  State  law,  is  the  community 
property  of  herself  and  the  miner,  no  part 
of  such  income  is  a  “contribution”  by  the 
miner  to  his  wife’s  support  regardless  of 
any  legal  interest  the  miner  may  have 
therein.  However,  when  a  wife  receives, 
and  uses  for  her  support,  income  from 
the  services  and  the  property  of  the 
miner  and,  imder  applicable  State  law, 
such  income  is  community  property,  all 
of  such  income  is  considered  to  be  a  con- 
tribtition  by  the  miner  to  his  wife’s 
support. 

(e)  "Court  order  for  support”  defined. 
References  to  support  orders  in  §§  410.330 
<f)(l),  410.350(c).  and  410.360(b)  mean 
any  court  order.  Judgment,  or  decree  of 
a  court  of  competent  Jurlsdicti<m  which 
requires  regular  contributions  that  are 
a  material  factor  in  the  cost  of  the  in¬ 
dividual’s  support  and  which  is  in  effect 
at  the  applicable  time.  If  such  contribu¬ 
tions  are  required  by  a  court  order,  this 
cmidition  is  met  whether  or  not  the  con¬ 
tributions  were  actually  made. 

(f)  "Written  agreement"  defined.  The 
term  “written  agreement”  in  the  phrase 
“substantial  contributions  *  *  *  piu'suant 
to  a  written  agreement”  (see  §§  410.351 

(b),  410.361(b))  means  an  agreement 
signed  by  the  miner  providing  for  sub¬ 
stantial  contributions  by  him  for  the  in¬ 
dividual’s  support.  It  must  be  in  effect  at 
the  applicable  time  but  it  need  not  be 
legally  enforceable. 

(g)  "One-half  support”  defined.  The 
term  “one-half  support”  means  that  the 
miner  made  regular  contributions,  in 
cash  or  in  kind,  to  the  support  of  a  di¬ 
vorced  wife  (see  !  410.351(a)),  or  of  a 
surviving  divorced  wife  (see  S  410.361 

(a)),  at  the  specified  time  or  for  the 
specified  period,  and  that  the  amoimt 
of  sucdi  contributions  equaled  or  ex¬ 
ceeded  one-half  the  total  cost  of  such 
individual’s  support  at  such  time  or  dur¬ 
ing  such  period. 

(h)  "Totally  dependent  for  support” 
defined.  The  term  “totally  dependent  on 
the  miner  for  support”  as  used  in  S  410.- 
380(b),  means  that  such  miner  made 
regular  contributions  to  the  support  of 
his  parent,  brother,  or  sister,  as  the  case 
may  be,  and  that  the  amount  of  such 
contributions  at  least  equaled  the  total 
cost  of  such  individual’s  support. 

38.  Subpart  D  of  Part  410  (§S  410.401- 
410.421)  is  revoked  and  a  new  Subpart  D 
(§§  410.401-410.490)  is  added  to  read  as 
follows: 

Swbport  D — ^Total  Ditabilily  or  Doolh  Duo  to 
PnoumoconiosU 

Sec. 

410.401  Scope  of  Subpart  D. 

410.410  Total  disability  due  to  pneumoconi¬ 
osis. 

410.412  "Total  disability”  defined. 

410.414  Determining  the  existence  of  pneu¬ 
moconiosis. 

410.418  Determining  that  pneumoconiosis 
arose  out ,  of  employment  In  a 
coal  mine. ' 


Sec. 

410.418  Irrebuttable  presumption  of  total 
disability  due  to  pneumoconiosis. 
410.422  Determining  total  disability:  Gen¬ 
eral  criteria. 

410.424  Determining  total  disability:  Med¬ 
ical  criteria  only. 

410.426  Determining  total  disability:  Age, 
education,  and  work  experience 
criteria. 

410.428  X-ray,  blt^sy,  and  autopsy  evidence 
of  pneumoconiosis. 

410.430  VentUatory  studies. 

410.432  Cessation  of  disability. 

410.460  Death  due  to  pneumoconiosis. 
410.464  Determining  the  existence  of  pneu¬ 
moconiosis — srirvivor’s  claim. 
410.466  Determining  that  pneumoconiosis 
arose  out  of  employment  In  a 
coal  mine — srirvlvor’s  claim. 
410.458  Irrebuttable  presumption  of  death 
due  to  pneumoconiosis — survivor’s 
claim. 

410.462  Presumption  relating  to  respirable 
disease. 

410.470  Determination  by  nongovernmental 

organization  or  other  governmen¬ 
tal  agency. 

410.471  Conclusion  by  physician  regarding 

miner’s  disability  or  death. 

410.472  Consultative  examinations. 

410.473  Evidence  of  continuation  of  dis¬ 

ability. 

410.474  Place  and  manner  of  submitting 

evidence. 

410.476  Failure  to  submit  evidence. 

410.476  Responsibility  to  give  notice  of 
event  which  may  affect  a  change 
In  disability  statxis. 

410.490  Interim  adjudicatory  rules  tot  cer¬ 
tain  Part  B  claims  filed  by  miner 
before  July  1, 1973,  or  by  sutvIvot, 
where  a  miner  died  before  Jan¬ 
uary  1, 1974. 

Appendix 

Subpart  D — Total  Disability  or  Death 
Due  to  Pneumoconiosis 
§  410.401  Scope  of  Subpart  D. 

(a)  General.  This  subpart  establishes 
the  standards  for  determining  whether  a 
coal  miner  is  totally  disabled  due  to 
pneumoconiosis,  whether  he  was  totally 
disabled  due  to  pneumoconiosis  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  or  whether  his  death 
was  due  to  pneumoconiosis. 

(b)  "Pneumoconiosis”  defined.  The 
term  “pneumoconiosis”  is  defined  in 
§410.110(0).  The  provisions  for  deter¬ 
mining  that  a  miner  is  or  was  totally  dis¬ 
abled  due  to  pneumoconiosis,  or  its 
sequelae  as  set  out  in  the  Appendix  fol¬ 
lowing  this  Subpart  D,  are  included  in 
§§  410.410-410.430.  The  provisions  for 
determining  that  a  miner’s  death  was  due 
to  pneumoconiosis  are  included  in 
§§  410.450-410.462. 

(c)  Related  provisions.  Certain  re¬ 
lated  provisions  of  general  application 
are  included  in  §§  410.470-410.476. 

(d)  Relation  to  the  Social  Security 
Act.  Section  402(f)  of  the  Act,  as 
amended,  30  UH.C.  902(f).  provides  that 
regulations  defining  total  disability  “shall 
not  provide  more  restrictive  criteria  than 
those  applicable  under  section  223(d)  of 
the  Social  Security  Act.”  Section  413(b) 
of  the  Act,  30  UJS.C.  923(b),  also  pro¬ 
vides,  in  pertinent  part,  that  in  “carry¬ 
ing  out  the  provisions  of  this  part  [that 
Is,  part  B  of  title  TV  of  the  Act),  the 


feasible  (and  consistent  with  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  this  part)  utilize  the  *  *  *  pro¬ 
cedures  he  uses  in  determining  entitle¬ 
ment  to  disability  insurance  benefits 
imder  section  223  of  the  Social  Security 
Act  *  *  *.”  Accordingly,  the  standards 
prescribed  herein  for  determining  total 
disability  are  comparai;>le,  except  where 
the  Act  otherwise  rettuires  (e.g.,  see 
§§  410.412(a)(1)  and  410.412(b)(1)).  to 
those  applied  to  determine  the  existence 
and  continuance  of  a  disability  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  title  n  of  the  Social  Security  Act 
(see  Subpart  P  of  Part  404  of  this 
chapter) . 

§  410.410  Total  disability  due  to  pneu- 
moconioeis. 

(a)  Benefits  are  provided  under  the 
Act  to  coal  miners  “who  are  totally  dis¬ 
abled  due  to  pneumoconiosis  arising  out 
of  employment  in  one  or  more  of  the  Na¬ 
tion’s  coal  mines,”  and  to  the  eligible 
survivors  of  miners  who  are  determined 
to  have  been  totally  disabled  due  to 
pneumoconiosis  at  the  time  of  their 
death.  (For  benefits  to  the  eligible  sur¬ 
vivors  of  miners  whose  deaths  are  deter¬ 
mined  to  have  been  due  to  pneumoco¬ 
niosis,  see  f  410.450.) 

(b)  To  establish  entitlement  to  bene¬ 
fits  on  the  basis  of  a  coal  miner’s  total 
disability  due  to  pneumoconiosis,  a  claim¬ 
ant  must  submit  the  evidence  neces¬ 
sary  to  establish:  (1)  That  he  is  a  coal 
miner,  that  he  is  totally  disabled  due  to 
pneumoconiosis,  and  that  his  pneiunoco- 
niosis  arose  out  of  employment  in  the 
Nation’s  coal  mines;  or  (2)  that  the  de¬ 
ceased  individual  was  a  miner,  that  he 
was  totally  disabled  due  to  pneumoco¬ 
niosis  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  that 
his  pneumoconiosis  arose  out  of  employ¬ 
ment  in  the  Nation’s  coal  mines. 

(c)  Total  disability  is  defined  in 
§  410.412;  the  basic  provision  on  deter¬ 
mining  the  existence  of  pneumoconiosis 
is  in  §  410.414;  and  the  requirement  that 
the  pneumoconiosis  must  have  arisen  out 
of  coal  mine  employment  is  in  §  410.416. 
Two  of  the  statutory  presumptions  with 
respect  to  the  burden  of  proving  the  fore¬ 
going  are  in  §§  410.414(b)  and  410.418, 
and  the  provision  for  determining  the 
existence  of  total  disability  when  the 
presumption  In  §  410.418  does  not  apply 
is  included  in  I  410.422. 

§  410.412  **Total  disability”  defined. 

(a)  A  miner  shall  be  considered  totally 
disabled  due  to  pneumoconiosis  if : 

(1)  His  pneumoconiosis  prevents  him 
from  engaging  in  gainful  work  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  area  of  his  residence  requiring 
the  skills  and  abilities  comparable  to 
those  of  any  work  in  a  mine  or  mines  in 
which  he  previously  engaged  with  some 
regularity  and  over  a  substantial  period 
of  time  (that  is,  “comparable  and  gain¬ 
ful  work”;  see  If  410.424-410.426) ;  and 

(2)  His  impairment  can  be  expected 
to  result  in  death,  or  has  lasted  or  can 
be  expected  to  last  for  a  continuous 
period  of  not  less  than  12  months. 

(b)  A  miner  shall  be  considered  to 


have  been  totally  disabled  due  to  pneu- 
Secretary  [of  Health,  Education,  and  moconlosis  at  the  time  of  his  death,  if 
Welfare)  shall  to  the  maximum  extent  at  the  time  of  his  death: 
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(1)  His  pneumoconiosis  prevoited  him 
from  eng£^ng  in  gainful  work  in  the 
immediate  area  of  his  residence  requiring 
the  skills  and  abilities  comparable  to 
those  of  any  work  in  a  mine  or  mines 
in  which  he  previously  engaged  with  some 
regularity  and  over  a  substantial  period 
of  time  (that  is,  “comparable  and  gainful 
work";  see  SS  410.424-410.426) ;  and 

(2)  His  impairment  was  expected  to 
result  in  death,  or  it  lasted  or  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  last  for  a  continuous  period  of 
not  less  than  12  months. 

§  410.414  Determining  the  existence  of 
pneumoconiosis. 

(a)  General.  A  finding  of  the  existence 
of  (HieumoccMiiosis  may  be  made  under 
the  provisions  of  §  410.428  by: 

(1)  CThest  roentgenogram;  or 

(2)  Biopsy;  or 

(3)  Autopsy. 

(b)  Presumption  relating  to  respira¬ 
tory  or  pulmonary  impairment.  (1)  Even 
though  the  existence  of  jmeumoconiosis 
is  not  established  as  provided  in  para¬ 
graph  (a)  of  this  section,  if  other  evi¬ 
dence  demonstrates  the  existence  of  a 
totally  disabling  chronic  respiratory  or 
pulmonary  impairment  (see  S§  410.412, 
410.422,  and  410.426),  it  may,  in  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  evidence  to  the  contrary  (see 
subparagraph  (2)  of  this  paragraph),  be 
presumed  that  a  miner  is  totally  disabled 
due  to  imeumoc<Miiosis,  or  that  a  miner 
was  totally  disabled  due  to  pneumoconio¬ 
sis  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

(2)  This  presumption  may  be  rebutted 
rally  if  it  Is  established  that  the  miner 
does  not,  or  did  not,  have  pneiunoconio- 
sis,  or  that  his  respiratory  or  pulmonary 
impairment  did  not  arise  out  of,  or  in 
connection  with,  employment  in  a  coal 
mine. 

(3)  The  provisions  of  this  paragraph 
shall  apply  where  a  miner  was  employed 
for  15  or  more  years  in  one  or  more  of  the 
Nation’s  xmderground  coal  mines;  in  one 
or  more  of  the  Nation’s  other  coal  mines 
where  the  environmental  conditions  were 
substantially  similar  to  those  in  an  un¬ 
derground  coal  mine;  or  in  any  com¬ 
bination  of  both. 

(4)  However,  where  the  evidence 
shows  a  work  history  reflecting  many 
years  of  such  coal  mine  emplosrment  (al¬ 
though  less  than  15)  as  well  as  a  severe 
lung  impairment,  such  evidence  may  be 
consider^,  in  the  exercise  of  soimd  Judg¬ 
ment,  to  establish  entitlement  in  such 
case,  provided  that  a  mere  showing  of 
a  respiratory  or  pulmonary  impairment 
shall  not  be  sufflclrait  to  establish  such 
entitlement. 

(c)  Other  relevant  evidence.  Even 
though  the  existence  of  pneumocraiiosis 
is  not  established  as  provided  in  para¬ 
graph  (a)  or  (b)  of  this  section,  a  find¬ 
ing  of  total  disability  due  to  pneumo¬ 
craiiosis  may  be  made  if  other  relevant 
evidence  establishes  the  existence  of  a 
totally  disabling  chronic  respiratory  or 
pulmonary  impcdrment,  and  that  such 
impairment  arose  out  of  employment  in 
a  coal  mine.  As  used  in  this  paragraph, 
the  term  “other  relevant  evidence”  in¬ 
cludes  any  medical  history,  evidence  sub¬ 
mitted  by  the  miner’s  physician,  his 


spouse’s  affidavits,  and  In  the  case  of  a 
deceased  miner,  other  ^propiiate  affi¬ 
davits  of  persons  with  knowledge  of  the 
individual’s  physical  condition,  and  other 
supportive  materials.  In  any  event,  no 
claim  for  benefits  under  Part  B  of  title 
IV  of  the  Act  shall  be  denied  solely  rai  the 
basis  of  a  negative  chest  roentgenogram 
(X-ray) . 

§  410.416  Determining  that  pneunio* 
ronio^i8  arose  out  of  employment  in 
a  coal  mine. 

(a)  If  a  miner  was  employed  for  10 
or  more  years  in  the  Nation’s  coal  mines, 
and  is  suffering  or  suffered  from  pneumo¬ 
coniosis,  it  will  be  presumed,  in  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  persuasive  evidence  to  the 
contrary,  that  the  pneumoconiosis  arose 
out  of  such  employment. 

(b)  In  any  other  case,  a  miner  who 
is  suffering  or  suffered  from  pneumo¬ 
coniosis,  must  submit  the  evidence  neces¬ 
sary  to  establish  that  the  pneumoconiosis 
arose  out  of  employment  in  the  Nation’s 
coal  mines.  (See  SS  410.110  (h),  (1),  (J), 
(k),  (1),  and  (m).) 

§  410.418  Irrebuttable  presumption  of 
total  disability  due  to  pneumoconi* 
f>sis. 

’There  is  an  irrebuttable  presumptirai 
that  a  miner  is  totally  disabled  due  to 
pneumoconiosis,  or  that  a  minor  was  to¬ 
tally  disabled  due  to  pneumoconiosis  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  if  he  is  suffering 
or  suffered  from  a  chronic  dust  disease 
of  the  lung  which: 

(a)  When  diagnosed  by  chest  roent- 
genoenom  (X-ray),  jdelds  one  or  more 
large  opacities  (greater  than  1  centi¬ 
meter  in  diameter)  and  would  be  classi¬ 
fied  in  Category  A,  B,  or  C  (that  is,  as 
“complicated  pneumoconiosis”) ,  in: 

(1)  The  International  Classification 
of  the  Radiographs  of  the  Pneumoconio¬ 
ses  of  the  Intematiraial  Labour,  Office 
Extended  Classification  (1968)  (which 
may  be  referred  to  as  the  “ILO  Classi¬ 
fication  (1968)”),  or 

(2)  ’The  Classification  of  the  Pneumo¬ 
conioses  of  the  Union  Internationale 
Contra  Cancer/Cincinnati  (1968)  (which 
may  be  referred  to  as  the  “UlCC/Cincin- 
naU  (1968)  Classification”),  or 

(b)  When  diagnosed  by  biopsy  or 
autopsy,  yields  massive  lesions  in  the 
lung,  that  is,  shows  the  existence  of  pro¬ 
gressive  massive  fibrosis;  or 

(c)  When  established  by  diagnoses  by 
means  other  than  those  specified  in 
paragraphs  (a)  and  (b)  of  this  section, 
would  be  a  condition  which  could  reason¬ 
ably  be  expected  to  yield  the  results  de¬ 
scribed  in  paragraph  (a)  or  (b)  of  this 
section  had  diagnoses  been  made  as 
therein  prescribed:  Provided,  however, 
’That  any  diagnoses  made  under  this 
paragraph  shall  accord  with  generally 
acceptable  medical  procediires  for  diag¬ 
nosing  pneumoconiosis. 

§  410.422  Determining  total  disability: 
General  criteria. 

(a)  A  determination  of  total  disability 
due  to  pneumoconiosis  is  made  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  this  section  when  a  miner 
cannot  be  presumed  to  be  totally  disabled 
due  to  pneumoconiosis  (or  to  have  been 


totally  disabled  due  to  pneumoconiosis  at 
the  time  of  his  death) ,  imder  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  S  410.418.  In  addition,  when  a 
miner  has  (or  had)  a  chronic  respiratory 
or  pulmonary  impairment,  a  determina¬ 
tion  of  whether  or  not  such  impairment 
Is  (or  was)  totally  disabling  is  also  made 
in  accordance  with  this  section  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  §  410.414(b). 

(b)  A  determination  of  total  disability 
may  not  be  made  for  purposes  of  this 
part  unless  pneumoconiosis  is  (or  is  pre¬ 
sumed  to  be)  the  Impairment  involved. 

(c)  Whether  or  not  the  pneumoconi¬ 
osis  in  a  particular  case  renders  (or 
rendered)  a  miner  totally  disabled,  as 
defined  in  §  410.412,  is  determined  from 
all  the  facts  of  that  case.  Pi'imary  con¬ 
sideration  is  given  to  the  medical  severity 
of  the  individual’s  pneumoconiosis  (see 
§  410.424).  Consideration  is  also  given  to 
such  other  factors  as  the  individual’s  age, 
education,  and  work  experience  (see 
S  410.426). 

§  410.424  Detormiiiing  total  disability: 

Medical  criteria  only. 

(a)  Medical  considerations  alone  shall 
Justify  a  finding  that  a  miner  is  (or  was) 
totally  disabled  where  his  impairment  is 
one  that  meets  (or  met)  the  duration 
requirement  in  S  410.412(a)  (2),  and  is 
listed  in  the  appendix  to  this  subpart,  or 
if  his  impairment  is  medically  the  equiv¬ 
alent  of  a  listed  impairment.  However, 
medical  considerations  alone  shall  not 
Justify  a  finding  that  an  Individual  is  (or 
was)  totally  disabled  if  other  evidence 
rebuts  such  a  finding,  e.g.,  the  individual 
is  (or  was)  engaged  in  comparable  gain¬ 
ful  employment  (see  S  410.412). 

(b)  An  individuars  impairment  shall 
be  determined  to  be  medically  the  equiv¬ 
alent  of  an  impairment  listed  in  the  ap¬ 
pendix  to  this  subpart  rally  if  the  medical 
findings  with  respect  thereto  are  at  least 
equivalent  in  severity  and  duratirai  to 
the  listed  findings  of  the  listed  impair¬ 
ment.  Any  decision  as  to  whether  an  in¬ 
dividual’s  impairment  is  medically  the 
equivalent  of  an  impairment  listed  in 
the  appendix  to  this  subpart,  shall  be 
based  on  medically  acceptable  clinical 
and  laboratory  diagnostic  techniques,  in¬ 
cluding  a  medical  Judgment  furnished  by 
one  or  more  physicians  designated  by  the 
Administration,  relative  to  the  question 
of  medical  equivalence. 

§410.426  Determining  total  disability: 

Age,  education,  and  work  experience 

criteria. 

(a)  Pneumoconiosis  which  constitutes 
neither  an  impairment  listed  in  the  ap¬ 
pendix  to  this  subpart  (see  S  410.424), 
nor  the  medical  equivalent  thereof,  shall 
nevertheless  be  found  totally  disabling  if 
because  of  the  severity  of  such  impair¬ 
ment,  the  miner  is  (or  was)  not  only  im- 
able  to  do  his  previous  coal  mine  work, 
but  also  cannot  (or  could  not),  con¬ 
sidering  his  age,  his  educatirai,  and  work 
experience,  engage  in  any  other  kind  of 
comparable  and  gainful  work  (see 
§  410.412(a)  (1) )  available  to  him  in  the 
immediate  area  of  his  residence.  A  miner 
shall  be  determined  to  be  under  a  dis¬ 
ability  only  if  his  pneumoconiosis  is  (or 
was)  the  primary  reason  for  his  inability 
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to  engage  in  such  comparable  gainlul 
work.  Medical  impairments  other  than 
pneumoconiosis  may  not  be  considered. 

(b)  Subject  to  the  limitations  in 
paragraph  (a)  of  this  section,  pneu¬ 
moconiosis  shall  be  foimd  disabling  if  it 
is  established  that  the  miner  has  (or  had) 
a  respiratory  impairment  because  of 
pneumoconiosis  demcmstrated  on  the 
basis  of  a  ventilatory  study  in  which  the 
maximum  voluntary  ventilation  (MW) 
or  maximiun  breathing  capacity  (MBC) , 
and  1  second  forced  expiratory  volume 
(FEVi),  are  equal  to  or  less  than  the 
values  specified  in  the  following  table  or 
by  a  medically  equivalent  test; 


MW  FEVi 

(MBC)  eqaal 

Height  (Inchet)  equal  to  and  to  or 

or  len  less 

than  than 


L.IMin.  L, 

e?  or  lees .  82  1.4 

68  .  63  1.4 

69  .  64  1.4 

60 .  68  1.6 

61 .  86  1.6 

62  .  87  1.6 

63  .  88  1.8 

64  .  89  1.6 

68 .  60  1.6 

66 .  61  1.6 

67  .  62  1.7 

68  .  63  1.7 

69  .  64  1.8 

70  .  68  1.8 

71  .  66  1.8 

72  .  67  1.9 

73  or  more _ _  66  1.9 


(o)  Where  the  values  iH>ecified  In 
paragraiA  (b)  of  this  section  are  not 
met.  pneumoconiosis  may  nevertheless  be 
found  disaUlng  if  a  physical  perform¬ 
ance  test  establishes  an  impairment 
which  is  medically  the  equivalent  of  the 
values  specified  In  the  table  in  paragraph 
(b)  of  this  section. 

(d)  Where  a  ventilatwy  study  and/or 
a  physical  perf(»inance  test  is  medi¬ 
cally  contraindicated,  or  cannot  be  ob¬ 
tained.  pneumoconiosis  may  nevertheless 
be  found  disabling  if  other  relevant  evi¬ 
dence  (see  S  410.414(c) )  establishes  that 
the  miner  has  (or  had)  a  chronic  res¬ 
piratory  or  pulmonary  Impairment 
which,  conslderhig  his  age,  his  education, 
and  work  experience,  prevents  (or  pre¬ 
vented)  him  from  engaging  in  compa¬ 
rable  and  gainful  employment. 

(e)  When  used  in  this  section,  the 
term  "age**  refers  to  chronological  age 
and  the  extent  to  which  It  affects  the 
miner’s  capacity  to  engage  in  compara¬ 
ble  and  gainful  work. 

(f)  When  used  in  this  section,  the 
term  **educatl(Mi”  is  used  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  sense:  Education  and  training  are 
factors  in  determining  the  employment 
capacity  of  a  miner.  Lack  of  formal 
schooling,  however,  is  not  necessarily 
proof  that  a  miner  is  an  uneducated  per¬ 
son.  *rhe  kinds  of  responsibilities  with 
which  he  was  charged  when  working  may 
indicate  ability  to  do  more  than  rinskllled 
work  even  though  his  formal  educatkm 
has  been  limited. 

§  410.428  X-ray,  biopsy,  and  autopsy 
evidence  of  pneumoconiosis, 

(a)  A  finding  of  the  existence  of  pneu¬ 
moconiosis  may  be  made  imder  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  S  410.414(a)  if: 


(1)  A  chest  roentgenogram  (X-ray) 
establishes  the  existence  of  pneumoconi¬ 
osis  classified  as  Category  1,  2,  3.  A,  B,  or 
C  according  to: 

(1)  *rhe  International  Classification  of 
Radiographs  of  the  Pneumoconioses  of 
the  International  Labour,  Office  Ex¬ 
tended  Classification  (1968) ;  or 

(ii)  *nre  Classification  of  Uie  Pnemno- 
conioses  of  the  Union  Internationale 
Contra  Chancer /Cincinnati  (1968). 

A  chest  roentgenogram  (X-ray)  classi¬ 
fied  as  Category  Z  under  the  ILO  Classi- 
ficatiem  (1958)  or  l^ort  Form  (1968) 
will  be  reclassified  as  Category  0  or  Cate¬ 
gory  1  mid  only  the  latter  accepted  as 
evidence  of  pneumoconiosis.  A  chest 
roentgenoiTam  (X-ray)  classified  under 
any  of  the  foregoing  classifications  as 
Categ(H7  0,  Including  subcategories  o/-, 
0/0,  or  0/1  under  the  UlCXJ/Cfinclnnati 
(1968)  Classification,  is  not  by  itself  ac¬ 
cepted  as  evidence  of  pnemnoconioeis;  or 

(2)  An  autopsy  shows  the  existence  of 
pneumoc<Miiosis,  or 

(3)  A  biopsy  (other  than  a  needle 
biopsy)  shows  the  existence  of  imeumo- 
coniosis.  Such  biopsy  would  not  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  performed  for  the  sole  pur¬ 
pose  of  diagnosing  pnetunoconlosis. 
Where  a  bi(H»y  is  performed  for  other 
purposes,  however  (e.g.,  in  connection 
with  a  lung  resection) ,  the  report  thereof 
will  be  cemsidered  in  determining  the 
existence  of  pneumoconiosis. 

(b)  *rhe  roentgenogram,  to  conform 
to  accepted  medical  standards,  should 
represent  a  posterior-anterior  view  of  the 
chest,  and  such  other  views  as  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  may  i^uire,  taken  at  a 
preferred  distance  of  6  feet  (a  minimum 
of  5  feet  is  required)  between  the  focal 
point  and  the  film  on  a  14  x  7  inch  or 
14  X  14  inch  X-ray  film. 

(c)  A  report  of  autopsy  or  biopsy 
shall  include  a  detailed  gross  (Macro¬ 
scopic)  and  microscopic  description  of 
the  lungs  or  visualized  portion  of  a  lung. 
If  an  operative  procedure  has  been  per¬ 
formed  to  obtain  a  portion  of  a  lung,  the 
evidence  should  include  a  copy  of  the 
operative  note  and  the  pathology  report 
of  the  gross  and  microscopic  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  surgical  specimen.  If  any 
autopsy  has  been  performed,  the  evi¬ 
dence  should  include  a  complete  copy  of 
the  autopsy  report. 

§  410.430  Venlilalory  studies. 

Spirometiic  tests  to  measure  ventila¬ 
tory  function  must  be  expressed  in  liters 
or  liters  per  minute.  *rhe  reported  maxi¬ 
mum  volimtary  ventilation  (MW)  or 
maximum  breathing  capacity  (MBC) 
and  1-second  forced  expiratory  volume 
(FEVi)  should  represent  the  largest  of 
at  least  three  attempts.  *rhe  MW  or  the 
MBC  reported  should  represent  the  ob¬ 
served  value  and  should  not  be  calculated 
from  PEVi.  The  three  appropriately 
labeled  spirometrlc  tracings,  showing 
distance  per  second  on  the  abscissa  and 
the  distance  per  liter  on  the  ordinate, 
must  be  incorporated  in  the  file.  *rhe 
paper  speed  to  record  the  FEVi  should 
be  at  least  20  millimeters  (mm.)  per 
second.  The  height  of  the  Individual 
must  be  recorded.  Studies  should  not  be 
performed  during  or  soon  after  an  acute 


respiratory  illness.  If  wheezing  is  pres¬ 
ent  on  auscultaticm  of  the  chest,  studies 
must  be  performed  following  administra¬ 
tion  of  nebulized  broncho-dilator.  A 
statement  shall  be  made  as  to  the  in¬ 
dividual’s  ability  to  imderstand  the  di¬ 
rections,  and  cooperate  in  performing 
the  tests.  If  the  tests  cannot  be  com¬ 
pleted  the  reason  for  such  failure  should 
be  explained. 

§  410.432  Ce«8ation  of  disability. 

(a)  Where  it  has  been  determined 
that  a  miner  is  totally  disabled  under 
§  410.412,  such  disability  shall  be  found 
to  have  ceased  in  the  month  in  which 
his  impairment,  as  established  by  the 
medical  evidence,  is  no  longer  of  such 
severity  as  to  prevent  him  from  engaging 
in  comparable  and  gMnful  activity. 

(b)  Except  where  a  finding  is  made 
as  specified  in  paragraph  (a)  of  this 
section  which  results  in  an  earlier  month 
of  cessation,  if  a  miner  is  requested  to 
furnish  necessary  medical  or  other  evi¬ 
dence  or  to  preeent  himself  for  a  neces¬ 
sary  medical  examination  by  a  date 
specified  in  the  request  and  the  miner 
fails  to  comity  with  such  request,  the 
dlsaMllty  may  be  found  to  have  ceased 
in  the  month  within  which  the  date  for 
compliance  falls,  unless  the  Administra¬ 
tion  determines  that  there  is  a  good  cause 
for  such  fsdlure. 

§  410.450  Death  due  to  pneumoeoniotiis. 

Benefits  are  provided  under  the  Act  to 
the  eligible  survivor  of  a  coal  miner  who 
was  entitled  to  benefits  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  or  whose  death  is  determined 
to  have  been  due  to  pneumocemiosis.  (For 
benefits  to  the  eligible  survivors  of  a 
miner  who  is  determined  to  have  been 
totally  disabled  due  to  pneumoconiosis 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  regsu’dless  of 
the  cause  of  death,  see  fiS  410.410- 
410.430.)  Except  as  otherwise  provided 
in  S§  410.454-410.462,  the  claimant  must 
submit  the  evidence  necessary  to  estab¬ 
lish  that  the  miner’s  death  was  due  to 
pneumoconiosis  and  that  the  pneumo¬ 
coniosis  arose  out  of  employment  in  the 
Nation’s  coal  mines. 

§  410.454  Delmnining  the  existence  of 
pneumoconiosis — survivor’s  claim. 

(a)  Medical  finding*.  A  finding  of  the 
existence  of  pneumoconiosis  may  be 
made  imder  the  provisions  of  I  410.428 
by: 

(1)  Chests  roentgenogram;  or 

(2)  BioiTsy;  or 

(3)  Autopsy. 

(b)  Presumption  relating  to  respira¬ 
tory  or  pulmonary  impairment — survi¬ 
vor’s  claim.  (1)  Even  though  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  penum(K:oniosis  is  not  estab¬ 
lished  as  provided  in  paragraph  (a)  of 
this  seetkm,  if  other  evidence  demon¬ 
strates  the  existence  of  a  chronic  respira¬ 
tory  or  pulmonary  impairment  from 
which  the  miner  wsis  totally  disabled 
(see  §  410.412)  prior  to  his  death,  it 
will  be  presumed  in  the  absence  of  evi¬ 
dence  to  the  contrary  (see  subparagraph 
(2)  of  this  paragraph)  that  the  death  of 
the  miner  was  due  to  pneumoconiosis. 

(2)  This  presumption  may  be  rebutted 
only  if  it  is  established  that  the  miner 
did  not  have  pneum(xx)niosis,  or  that 
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his  respiratory  or  pulmonary  impairment 
did  not  arise  out  of.  or  in  connection 
with,  employment  in  a  coal  mine. 

(3)  The  provisions  of  this  paragraph 
shall  apply  where  a  miner  was  employed 
for  15  or  more  years  in  one  or  more  of 
the  Nation’s  undergroimd  coal  mines;  in 
one  or  more  of  the  Nation’s  other  coal 
mines  where  the  environmental  condi¬ 
tions  were  substantially  similar  to  those 
in  an  underground  coal  mine;  or  in  any 
combination  of  both. 

(4)  However,  where  the  evidence 
shows  a  work  history  reflecting  many 
years  of  such  coal  mine  employment  (al¬ 
though  less  than  15)  as  well  as  a  severe 
lung  in^iairment,  such  evidence  may  be 
considered,  in  the  exercise  of  sound 
judgment,  to  establish  entitlement  in 
such  case,  provided  that  a  mere  showing 
of  a  respiratory  or  pulmonary  Impair- 
mmt  shall  not  be  siifficient  to  establish 
such  entitlement. 

(c)  Other  relevant  evidence.  Even 
though  the  existence  of  pneumoconiosis 
is  not  established  as  provided  in  para¬ 
graph  (a)  or  (b)  of  this  section,  a  find¬ 
ing  of  death  due  to  pneumoconiosis  may 
be  made  if  other  relevant  evidence  estab¬ 
lishes  the  existence  of  a  totally  disabling 
chronic  respiratory  or  pulmonary  impair¬ 
ment.  and  that  such  impairment  arose 
out  of  emplojunent  in  a  coal  mine.  As 
used  in  this  paragraph,  the  term  “other 
relevant  evidence’’  includes  any  medical 
history,  evidence  submitted  by  the 
miner’s  physician,  his  spouse’s  affidavits, 
and  in  the  case  of  a  deceased  miner,  other 
appropriate  affidavits  of  persons  with 
knowledge  of  the  individual’s  physical 
condition,  and  other  supportive  mate¬ 
rials.  In  any  event,  no  claim  for  benefits 
under  Part  B  of  title  IV  of  the  Act  shall 
be  denied  solely  on  the  basis  of  a  nega¬ 
tive  chest  roentgenogram  (X-ray). 

S  410.456  Determining  that  pneumo- 
conioftis  arose  out  of  employment  in 
a  coal  mine— survivor's  claim. 

(a)  If  a  miner  was  employed  for  10 
years  or  more  in  the  Nation’s  coal  mines, 
and  suffered  from  pneumoconiosis,  it  will 
be  presumed,  in  the  absence  of  persuasive 
evidence  to  the  contrary,  that  the  pneu¬ 
moconiosis  arose  out  of  such  employment. 

(b)  In  any  other  case,  the  claimant 
must  submit  the  evidence  necessary  to 
establish  that  the  pneumoconiosis  from 
which  the  deceased  miner  suffered,  arose 
out  of  employment  in  the  Nation’s  coal 
mines.  (See  §{410.110  (h).  (i).  (j).  (k), 
(1),  and  (m).) 

§  410.458  Irrebuttable  presumptimi  of 
death  due  to  pneumoconiosis — sur> 
vivor's  claim. 

There  is  an  irrebuttable  presumption 
that  the  death  of  a  miner  was  due  to 
pneumoconiosis  if  he  suffered  from  a 
chronic  dust  disease  of  the  Itmg  which 
meets  the  requirements  of  {  410.418. 

§  410.462  Presumption  relating  to  respi¬ 
rable  disease. 

(a)  Even  though  the  existence  of 
pneumoconiosis  is  not  established  as  pro¬ 
vided  in  §  410.454(a) ,  if  a  deceased  miner 
was  employed  for  10  years  or  more  in  the 
Nation’s  coal  mines  and  died  from  a 


respirable  disease,  it  will  be  presumed, 
in  the  absence  of  evidence  to  the  con¬ 
trary,  that  his  death  was  due  to  pneu¬ 
moconiosis  arising  out  of  employment  in 
a  coal  mine. 

(b)  Death  will  be  found  due  to  a 
respirable  disease  when  death  is  medi¬ 
cally  ascribed  to  a  chronic  dust  disease, 
or  to  another  chronic  limg  disease  the 
characteristics  of  which  are  not  incon¬ 
sistent  with  the  diagnosis  of  pneumoco¬ 
niosis.  Death  will  not  be  found  due  to  a 
respirable  disease  where  the  disease  re¬ 
ported  does  not  suggest  a  reasonable 
possibility  that  death  was  due  to 
pneumoconiosis.  Where  the  evidence 
establishes  that  a  deceased  miner  suf¬ 
fered  from  pneiunoconiosis  or  a  respira¬ 
ble  disease  and  death  may  have  been  due 
to  multiple  causes,  death  will  be  found 
due  to  pneumoconiosis  if  it  is  not  medi¬ 
cally  feasible  to  distingthsh  which  disease 
caused  death  or  specifically  how  much 
each  disease  ccxitributed  to  causing 
death. 

§  410.470  Determination  by  nongovern¬ 
mental  organization  or  other  govern¬ 
mental  agency. 

The  decisim  of  any  nongovernmental 
organization  or  any  other  governmental 
agency  thai;  an  individual  is.  or  is  not, 
disabled  for  purposes  of  any  contract, 
schedule,  regulation,  or  law,  or  that  his 
death  was  or  was  not  due  to  a  particular 
cause,  shall  not  be  determinative  of  the 
question  of  whether  or  not  an  individual 
is  totally  disabled  due  to  pneumoconiosis, 
or  was  totally  disabled  due  to  pneumocon¬ 
iosis.  As  used  in  this  section,  the  term 
“other  governmental  agency’’  Includes 
the  Admlnlstraticm  with  respect  to  a 
determination  or  decision  relating  to  en¬ 
titlement  to  disability  insurance  benefits 
under  sectiMi  223  of  the  Social  Security 
Act,  since  the  requirements  for  entitle¬ 
ment  imder  the  latter  Act  differ  fn»n 
those  relating  to  benefits  under  this  part. 
However,  a  final  determination  or  deci¬ 
sion  that  an  individual  is  disabled  for 
purposes  of  section  223  of  the  Social 
Security  Act  where  the  cause  of  such  dis¬ 
ability  is  pneumoconiosis  shall  be  binding 
on  the  Administratirai  on  the  issue  of 
disability  with  respect  to  claims  under 
this  part. 

§  410.471  Conclusion  by  pbyskian  re¬ 
garding  miner's  disability  or  death. 

The  function  of  deciding  whether  or 
not  an  individual  Is  totally  disabled  due 
to  pneumoconiosis,  or  was  totally  dis¬ 
abled  due  to  pneumoconiosis  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  or  that  his  death  was  due 
to  pneumoconiosis,  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Administration.  A  statement  by  a 
physician  that  an  individual  is,  or  is 
not,  “disabled,”  “permanently  disabled,” 
“totally  disabled,”  “totally  and  perma¬ 
nently  disabled,”  “unable  to  work,”  or  a 
statement  of  similar  Import,  being  a  con¬ 
clusion  upon  the  ultimate  issue  to  be  de¬ 
cided  by  the  Administration,  shall  not  be 
determinative  of  the  question  of  whether 
or  not  an  Individual  is  under  a  disability. 
However,  all  statements  and  otl^or  evi¬ 
dence  (including  statements  of  the  in¬ 
dividual’s  physician)  shall  be  considered 
in  adjudicating  a  claim. 


§  410.472  Consullalive  examinationi*. 

Upon  reasonable  notice  of  the  time  and 
place  thereof,  any  individual  filing  a 
claim  alleging  to  be  totally  disabled  due 
to  pneiunoconiosis  shall  present  himself 
for  and  submit  to  reasonable  physical  or 
mental  examinations  or  tests,  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  Administration,  by  a  physi¬ 
cian  or  other  professional  or  technical 
source  designated  by  the  Administration 
or  the  State  agency  authorized  to  make 
determinations  as  to  disability.  If  any 
such  individual  fails  or  refuses  to  present 
himself  for  any  examination  or  test,  such 
failure  or  refusal,  unless  the  Administra¬ 
tion  determines  that  there  is  good  cause 
therefor,  may  be  a  basis  for  determining 
that  such  individual  is  not  totally  dis¬ 
abled.  Religious  or  personal  scruples 
against  medical  examination  or  test  shall 
not  excuse  an  individual  from  presenting 
himself  for  a  medical  examination  or 
test.  Any  claimant  may  request  that  such 
test  be  performed  by  a  physician  or  other 
professional  or  technical  source  of  his 
choice  at  the  expense  of  the  Administra¬ 
tion.  However,  granting  such  request  does 
not  preclude  the  Administration  from 
requiring  that  additional  or  supplemental 
tests  be  conducted  by  a  physician  or 
other  professional  or  technical  source 
designated  by  the  Administration. 

§  410.473  Evidence  of  continuation  of 
disability. 

An  individual  who  has  been  deter¬ 
mined  to  be  totally  disabled  due  to  pneu¬ 
moconiosis,  upon  reasonable  notice,  shall. 
If  requested  to  do  so  (e.g.,  where  there 
is  an  issue  about  the  validity  of  the  orig¬ 
inal  adjudication  of  disability)  present 
himself  for  and  submit  to  examinations 
or  tests  as  provided  in  §  410.472,  and 
shall  submit  medical  reports  and  other 
evidence  necessary  for  the  purposes  of 
determining  whether  such  individual 
continues  to  be  under  a  disability. 

§  410.474  Place  and  manner  of  submit¬ 
ting  evidence. 

Evidence  in  support  of  a  claim  for  ben¬ 
efits  based  on  disability  shall  be  filed  in 
the  manner  and  at  the  place  or  places 
prescribed  in  Subpart  B  of  this  part,  or 
where  appropriate,  at  the  office  of  a  State 
agency  authorized  under  agreement  with 
the  Secretary  to  make  determinations  as 
to  disability  under  title  n  of  the  Social 
Security  Act,  or  with  an  employee  of  such 
State  agency  authorized  to  accept  such 
evidence  at  a  place  other  than  such 
office. 

§  410.475  Failure  to  submit  evidence. 

An  individual  shall  not  be  determined 
to  be  totally  disabled  unless  he  furnishes 
such  medical  and  other  evidence  thereof 
as  the  Administration  may  require.  Re¬ 
ligious  or  personal  scruples  against  medi¬ 
cal  examinations,  tests,  or  treatment 
shall  not  excuse  an  individual  from  sub¬ 
mitting  evidence  of  disability. 

§  410.476  Responsibility  to  give  notice 
of  event  which  may  affect  a  change 
in  disability  status. 

An  individual  who  is  determined  to  be 
totally  disabled  due  to  pneumoconiosis 
shall  notify  the  Administration  promptly 
if: 
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(a)  His  respiratory  or  pulmonary  con¬ 
dition  improves;  or 

(b)  He  engages  in  any  gainful  work 
activity  or  there  is  an  increase  In  the 
amount  of  such  activity  or  his  earnings 
therefrom. 

g  1 1 0.tW  Inl(>rim  adjudicatory  rules  for 
certain  Part  B  claims  filed  by  a  miner 
Ix  fore  July  1,  1973,  or  by  a  survivor 
vliere  the  miner  died  before  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1974. 

(a)  Basis  for  rules.  In  enacting  the 
Black  Lung  Act  of  1972,  the  Congress 
noted  that  adjudication  of  the  large 
backlog  of  claims  generated  by  the 
earlier  law  could  not  await  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  facilities  and  development 
of  medical  tests  not  presently  available 
to  evaluate  disability  due  to  pneumo¬ 
coniosis,  and  that  such  claims  must  be 
handled  under  present  circumstances  in 
the  light  of  limited  medical  resources 
and  techniques.  Accordingly,  the  Con¬ 
gress  stated  its  expectancy  that  the 
Secretary  would  adopt  such  interim 
evidentiary  rules  and  disability  evalua¬ 
tion  criteria  as  would  permit  prompt 
and  vigorous  processing  of  the  large 
backlog  of  claims  consistent  with  the 
language  and  Intent  of  the  1972  amend¬ 
ments  and  that  such  rules  and  criteria 
would  give  full  consideration  to  the  com¬ 
bined  employment  handicap  of  disease 
and  age  and  provide  for  the  adjudica¬ 
tion  of  claims  on  the  basis  of  medical 
evidence  other  than  physical  perform¬ 
ance  tests  when  it  is  not  feasible  to  pro¬ 
vide  such  tests.  The  provisions  of  this 
section  establish  such  interim  evidentiary 
rules  and  criteria.  They  take  full  account 
of  the  congressional  expectation  that  in 
many  instances  it  is  not  feasible  to  re¬ 
quire  extensive  pulmonary  function  test¬ 
ing  to  measure  the  total  extent  of  an 
individual’s  breathing  impsdrment,  and 
that  a  chronic  respiratory  or  pulmonary 
Impairment  can  exist  in  an  individual 
as  the  result  of  impairment  in  the  trans¬ 
fer  of  oxygen  from  the  lung  alveoli  to 
cellular  level  even  though  his  chest 
roentgenogram  (X-ray)  or  ventilatory 
fimction  tests  are  normal. 

(b)  Interim  presumption.  With  re¬ 
spect  to  a  miner  who  files  a  claim  for 
benefits  before  July  1,  1973,  and  with 
respect  to  a  survivor  of  a  miner  who 
dies  before  January  1,  1974,  when  such 
survivor  timely  files  a  claim  for  bene- 
jnts,  such  miner  will  be  presiuned  to  be 
totally  disabled  due  to  pneumoconiosis, 
or  to  have  been  totally  disabled  due  to 
pneumoconiosis  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
or  his  death  will  be  presumed  to  be  due 
to  pneumoconiosis,  as  the  case  may  be,  if: 

(1)  One  of  the  following  medical  re¬ 
quirements  is  met: 

(i)  A  chest  roentgenogram  (X-ray), 
biopsy,  or  autopsy  establishes  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  pneumoconiosis  (see  S  410.428) ; 
or 

(ii)  In  the  case  of  a  miner  employed 
for  at  least  15  years  in  underground  or 
comparable  coal  mine  employment, 
ventilatory  studies  establish  the  presence 
of  a  chronic  respiratory  or  pulmonary 
disease  (which  meets  the  requirements 
for  duration  in  S  410.412(a)  (2) )  as  dem¬ 
onstrated  by  values  which  are  equal  to 


or  less  than  the  values  specified  in  the 
following  table: 


Equal  to  or 
leas  thao— 


FEVi  and  MW 

67"  or  loss . 

68" . 

.  2. 3  92 

.  2. 4  96 

6!*" . 

70" . 

71"  . 

.  2. 4  96 

.  2. 6  100 

.  2. 6  104 

72" . 

73"  or  more;  and . 

.  2. 6  104 

.  2. 7  108 

(2)  The  impairment  established  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  subparagraph  (1)  of  this 
paragraph  arose  out  of  coal  mine  em¬ 
ployment  (see  §S  410.416  and  410.456) . 

(3)  With  respect  to  a  miner  who  meets 
one  of  the  medical  requirements  in  sub- 
paragraph  (1)  of  this  paragraph,  he  will 
be  presumed  to  be  totally  disabled  due 
to  pneumoconiosis  arising  out  of  coal 
mine  employment,  or  to  have  been  totally 
disabled  at  the  time  of  his  death,  due 
to  pneumoconiosis  arising  out  of  such 
employment,  or  his  death  will  be  pre¬ 
sumed  to  be  due  to  pnemnoconlosls  aris¬ 
ing  out  of  such  employment,  as  the  case 
may  be,  if  he  has  at  least  10  years  of 
the  requisite  coal  mine  employment  (see 
S  410.414(b)). 

(c)  Rebuttal  of  presumption.  The  pre¬ 
sumption  in  paragraph  (b)  of  this  section 
may  be  rebutted  if: 

(1)  There  is  evidence  that  the  indi¬ 
vidual  is.  in  fact,  doing  his  usual  coal 
mine  work  or  comparable  and  gainful 
work  (see  S  410.412(a)  (1) ) .  or 

(2)  Other  evidence,  including  physical 
performance  tests  (where  such  tests  are 
available  and  their  administration  is  not 
contraindicated),  establish  that  the  in¬ 
dividual  is  able  to  do  his  usual  coal  mine 
work  or  comparable  and  gainful  work 
(sees  410.412(a)(1)). 

Appendix 

A  miner  with  pneumoconiosis  as  evidenced 
In  I  410.414,  plus  one  of  the  following  seta 
of  medical  specifications,  may  be  found  to 
be  under  a  total  disability.  In  the  absence 
of  evidence  rebutting  such  finding; 

(1)  Diffusing  capacity  of  the  lungs  for 
carbon  monoxide  less  than  6  ml./mm.  Hg./ 
min.  (steady-state  methods)  or  less  than 
9  ml./mm.  Hg./mln.  (single -breath  methods) 
or  less  than  30  percent  of  predicted  normal 
(all  methods — actual  value  and  predicted 
normal  for  the  method  used  should  be  re¬ 
ported  ) ;  or 

(2)  Arterial  oxygen  tension  at  rest  (stand¬ 
ing)  or  during  exercise  and  simultaneously 
determined  arterial  p<^f  equal  to,  or  less 
than,  the  values  specified  In  the  following 
table: 

Arterial  pOj 
equal  to  or 


Arterial  less  than 

(mm.Hg)  and  (mm.Hg) 

30  or  below _  65 

31  . . 64 

32  _ 63 

33  . 62 

34  .  61 

36  . . 60 

36  . 59 

37  . 58 

38  . . 67 

39  .  56 

40  .  55 

or 


(3)  Cor  pulmonale  with  right-sided  con¬ 
gestive  failure  as  evidenced  by  peripheral 
edema  and  liver  enlargement,  with: 

(A)  Right  ventricular  enlargement  or  out- 
fiow  tract  prominence  on  X-ray  or  fluor¬ 
oscopy;  or 

(B)  ECO  showing  QRS  duration  less  than 
0.12  second  and  R  of  5  nun.  or  more  In  V, 
and  R/S  of  1.0  or  mote  in  V,  and  transition 
zone  (decreasing  R/S)  left  of  V^; 

or 

(4)  Congestive  heart  failure  with  signs  of 
vascular  congestion  such  as  hepatomegaly  or 
peripheral  or  pulmonary  edenui,  with: 

(A)  Cardlo- thoracic  ratio  of  55  percent 
or  greater,  or  equivalent  enlargement  of  the 
transverse  diameter  of  the  heart,  as  shown  on 
teleroentgenogram  (6-foot  film);  or 

(B)  Extension  of  the  cardiac  shadow  (left 
ventricle)  to  the  vertebral  column  on  lateral 
chest  roentgenogram  and  total  of  S  In  V,  or 
V,  and  R  In  V,  or  V,  of  35  mm.  or  more 
on  ECO. 

39.  Section  410.505  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  410.505  Payees. 

Benefits  may  be  paid,  as  appropriate, 
to  a  beneficiary  (see  §  410.110(r) ),  to  a 
qualified  dependent  (see  S  410.511),  or  to 
a  representative  payee  on  behalf  of  such 
beneficiary  or  dependent  (see  S  410.581 
If.).  Also,  where  an  amoimt  is  payable 
under  Part  B  of  title  IV  of  the  Act  for 
any  month  to  two  or  more  individuals 
who  are  members  of  the  same  family,  the 
Administration  may,  in  its  discretion, 
certify  to  any  two  or  more  of  such  indi¬ 
viduals  joint  payment  of  the  total  bene¬ 
fits  payable  to  them  for  such  month. 

40.  Section  410.510  is  amended  by  re¬ 
vising  the  section  heading,  paragraphs 
(a),  (b).  and  (c).  the  heading  to  para¬ 
graph  (d),  and  by  adding  new  para¬ 
graphs  (e)  and  (f)  to  read  as  follows: 

§410.510  Computation  of  benefits. 

(a)  Basic  rate.  The  benefit  amount  of 
each  beneficiary  entitled  to  a  benefit 
for  a  month  is  determined,  in  the  first 
Instance,  by  computing  the  “basic  rate.” 
The  basic  rate  is  equal  to  50  percent  of 
the  minimum  monthly  payment  to  which 
a  totally  disabled  Federal  employee  in 
Grade  OS-2  would  be  entitled  for  such 
month  under  the  Federal  Employees’ 
Compensation  Act,  chapter  81,  title  5. 
United  States  Code.  That  rate  for  a 
month  is  determined  by: 

(1)  Ascertaining  the  lowest  annual 
rate  of  pay  (“step  1*’)  for  Grade  OS-2  of 
the  General  Schedule  applicable  to  such 
month  (see  5  UjS.C.  5332) ; 

(2)  Ascertaining  the  monthly  rate 
thereof  by  dividing  the  amount  deter¬ 
mined  in  subparagraph  (1)  of  this  para¬ 
graph  by  12; 

(3)  Ascertaining  the  minimum  monthly 
payment  under  the  Federal  Employees’ 
Compensation  Act  by  multiplying  the 
amount  determined  in  subparagraph  (2) 
of  this  paragraph  by  0.75  (that  is,  by 
75  percent)  (see  5  U.S.C.  8112) ;  and 

(4)  Ascertaining  the  basic  rate  imder 
the  Act  by  multiplying  the  amount  deter¬ 
mined  in  subparagraph  (3)  of  this  para¬ 
graph  by  0.50  (that  is,  by  50  percent) . 

(b)  Basic  benefit.  When  a  miner  or 
widow  is  entitled  to  benefits  for  a  month 
for  which  he  or  she  has  no  dependents 
who  qualify  under  Subpart  C  of  this  part. 
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and  when  a  surviving  child  of  a  miner  or 
widow,  or  a  parent,  brother,  or  sister  of 
a  miner,  is  entitl^  to  benefits  for  a 
month  for  which  he  or  she  is  the  only 
beneficiary  entitled  to  benefits,  the 
amount  of  benefits  to  which  such  bene¬ 
ficiary  is  entitled  is  equal  to  the  basic 
rate  as  computed  in  accordance  with  this 
section  (raised,  if  not  a  multiple  of  10 
cents,  to  the  next  higher  multiple  of  10 
cents  (see  paragraph  (d)  of  this  sec¬ 
tion)  ) .  This  amount  is  referred  to  as  the 
“basic  benefit.” 

(c)  Augmented  benefit.  (1)  When  a 
miner  or  widow  is  entitled  to  benefits  for 
a  month  for  which  he  or  she  has  one  or 
more  dependents  who  qualify  xmder  Sub¬ 
part  C  of  this  part,  the  amount  of  bene¬ 
fits  to  which  such  miner  or  widow  is 
entitled  is  increased.  This  increase  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  an  “augmentation.” 

(2)  Any  request  to  the  Administration 
that  the  benefits  of  a  miner  or  widow  be 
augmented  in  accordance  with  this  para¬ 
graph  shall  be  in  writing  on  such  form 
and  in  accordance  with  such  instructions 
as  are  prescribed  by  the  Administration. 
Such  request  shall  be  filed  with  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  in  accordance  with  those 
provisions  of  Subpart  B  of  this  part  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  filing  of  claims  as  if  such 
request  were  a  claim  for  benefits,  and  as 
if  such  dependent  were  the  “ben^ciary” 
referred  to  therein.  (See  §  410.220(f).) 
Ordinarily,  such  request  is  made  as  part 
of  the  claim  of  the  miner  or  widow  for 
benefits. 

(3)  The  benefits  of  a  miner  or  widow 
are  augmented  to  take  account  of  a  par- 
tl<nilar  dependent  beginning  with  the 
first  month  in  which  such  dependent 
satisfies  the  conditions  set  forth  in  Sub¬ 
part  C  of  this  part,  and  continues  to  be 
augmented  through  the  month  before  the 
month  in  which  such  dependent  ceases 
to  satisfy  the  conditions  set  forth  in  Sub¬ 
part  C  of  this  part,  except  in  the  case  of 
a  child  who  qualifies  as  a  dependent  be¬ 
cause  he  is  a  student  (see  §  410.370(c)). 
In  the  latter  case  such  benefits  continue 
to  be  augmented  through  the  month 
before  the  first  month  during  no  pert  of 
which  he  qualifies  as  a  student. 

(4)  The  basic  rate  is  augmented  by  50 
percent  for  one  such  dependent,  75  per¬ 
cent  for  two  such  dependents,  and  100 
percent  for  three  or  more  such  depend¬ 
ents  (see  paragraph  (d)  of  this  section) . 

(d)  Benefit  rates  for  miners  and 
widows.  •  •  • 

(e)  Survivor  benefit.  (1)  As  used  in 
this  secticm,  “survivor”  means  a  surviving 
child  of  a  miner  or  widow,  or,  for  months 
beginning  May  1972,  a  surviving  parent, 
brother,  or  sister  of  a  miner,  who  estab¬ 
lishes  entitlement  to  benefits  imder  the 
provisions  of  Subpart  B  of  this  part. 

(2)  When  wie  survivor  is  entitled  to 
benefits  for  a  month,  his  benefit  is  the 
amount  specified  in  paragraph  (d)(1)  of 
this  section;  when  two  survivors  are  so 
entitled,  the  benefit  of  each  is  one-half 
the  amount  specified  in  paragraph 
(d)  (2)  of  this  section;  when  three  sur¬ 
vivors  are  so  entitled,  ^e  benefit  of  each 
is  one-third  the  amount  specified  in  par- 
agrtqih  (d)  (3)  of  this  section;  when  four 
survivors  are  so  entitled,  the  baiefit  of 
each  is  one-quarter  of  the  amount  spec¬ 


ified  in  paragraph  (d)  (4)  of  this  section; 
and  when  more  than  four  survivors  are  so 
entitled,  the  benefit  of  each  is  determined 
by  dividing  the  amount  specified  in  para¬ 
graph  (d)(4)  by  the  number  of  such 
survivors. 

(f)  Computation  and  rounding.  (1) 
Any  computation  prescribed  by  this  sec¬ 
tion  is  made  to  the  third  decimal  place. 

(2)  Monthly  benefits  are  payable  in 
multiples  of  10  cents.  Therefore,  a 
mcmthly  payment  of  amounts  derived 
under  p>aragraph  (c)  (4)  or  (e)  (2)  of  this 
section  which  is  not  a  multiple  of 
10  cents  is  increased  to  the  next  higher 
multiple  of  10  cents. 

(3)  Since  a  fracticm  of  a  cent  is  not  a 
multiple  of  10  c^ts,  such  an  amoimt 
which  contains  a  fraction  in  the  third 
decimal  place  is  raised  to  the  next  higher 
multiple  of  10  cents. 

41.  Following  :  410.510,  anew  §  410.511 
is  added  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.511  Certification  to  dependent  of 
augmentation  portion  of  benefit. 

(a)  If  the  benefit  of  a  miner  or  of  a 
widow  is  augmented  because  of  one  or 
more  dependents  (see  S  410.510(c) ),  and 
it  appears  to  the  Administratiem  that  the 
best  interest  of  such  dependait  would  be 
served  thereby,  the  Administration  may 
certify  payment  of  the  amoimt  of  such 
augmentation  (to  the  extent  attributable 
to  such  dependent)  (see  SS  410.510(c) 
and  410.536)  to  such  dependent  directly 
or  to  a  representative  payee  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  such  dependent  (see 
§410.581  ff.). 

(b)  Any  request  to  the  Administration 
to  certify  sepeuate  payment  of  the 
amount  of  an  augmentation  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  paragraph  (a)  of  this  section, 
shall  be  in  writing  on  such  form  and  in 
accordance  with  such  instructions  as  are 
prescribed  by  the  Administration,  and 
shall  be  filed  with  the  Administration  in 
accordance  with  those  provisiems  of  Sub¬ 
part  B  of  this  part  dealing  with  the  filing 
of  claims  as  if  such  request  were  a  claim 
for  benefits  (see  §  410.220(f) ). 

(c)  In  determining  whether  it  is  in  the 
best  interest  of  such  dependent  to  certify 
separate  payment  of  the  amount  of  the 
augmentation  in  benefits  attributable  to 
him,  the  Administration  shall  ap^ly  the 
standards  pertaining  to  representative 
payment  in  §§410.581-410.590,  and  the 
instructiims  issued  pursuant  thereto. 

(d)  When  the  Administration  deter¬ 
mines  (see  §410.610(m))  that  the 
amount  of  a  miner’s  benefit  attributable 
to  the  miner’s  wife  or  child  should  be  cer¬ 
tified  for  separate  payment  to  a  person 
other  than  such  miner,  or  that  the 
amount  of  a  widow’s  benefit  attributable 
to  such  widow’s  child  should  be  certified 
for  separate  payment  to  a  person  other 
than  the  widow,  and  the  miner  or  widow 
disagrees  with  such  determination  and 
alleges  that  separate  certification  is  not 
in  the  best  interest  of  such  dependent, 
the  Administration  shall  reconsider  that 
determination  (see  §§  410.622  and 
410.623). 

(e)  Any  payment  made  under  this  sec¬ 
tion,  if  otherwise  valid  under  the  Act,  Is 
a  complete  settlement  and  satisfaction  of 


all  claims,  rights,  and  interests  in  and  to 
such  payment. 

42.  In  §410.515,  paragrsqih  (a)(1)  is 
revised  and  a  new  paragraph  (a)(4)  is 
added  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.515  Modilication  of  benefit 
amounts;  general. 

•  •  •  •  • 

(a)  Reduction.  •  •  • 

(1)  In  the  case  of  benefits  to  a  miner, 
par^t,  brother,  or  sister,  the  excess  earn¬ 
ings  from  wages  and  from  net  earnings 
from  self-employment  (see  §  410.530)  of 
such  miner,  parent,  brother,  or  sister,  re¬ 
spectively;  or 

•  •  •  •  • 

(4)  The  fact  that  a  claim  for  benefits 
from  an  additional  beneficiary  is  filed, 
or  that  such  a 'claim  is  effective  for  a 
month  prior  to  the  month  of  filing  (see 
§  410.535) ,  or  a  dependent  qualifies  under 
Subpart  C  of  this  part  for  an  augmenta¬ 
tion  portion  of  the  benefit  of  a  miner  or 
widow  for  a  month  for  which  another 
dependent  has  previously  qualified  for 
an  augmentation  (see  §  410.536). 

•  •  •  •  • 

43.  In  §  410.520,  paragraph  (d)  is  re¬ 
vised  to  read  as  foUows: 

§410.520  Redurlions;  receipt  of  Stale 
benefit. 

•  •  •  •  « 

(d)  Amounts  paid  or  incurred,  or  to 
be  incurred,  by  the  individual  for  medi¬ 
cal,  legal,  or  related  expenses  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  his  claim  for  State  benefits  (de¬ 
fined  in  paragraph  (a)  of  this  section) 
or  the  injury  or  occupational  disease,  if 
any,  on  which  such  award  of  State  bene¬ 
fits  (or  settlement  agreement)  is  based, 
are  excluded  in  c(xnputing  the  reduction 
imder  paragraph  (b)  of  this  section,  to 
the  extent  that  they  are  consonant  with 
State  law.  Such  medical,  legal,  or  related 
expenses  may  be  evidenced  by  the  State 
benefit  award,  compriMnise  agreement, 
or  court  order  in  the  State  benefit  pro¬ 
ceedings,  or  by  such  other  evidence  as 
the  Administration  may  require.  Such 
other  evidence  may  consist  of : 

(1)  A  detailed  statement  by  the  in¬ 
dividual’s  attorney,  physician,  or  the  em¬ 
ployer’s  insurance  carrier;  or 

(2)  Bills,  receipts,  or  canceled  checks; 
or 

(3)  other  clear  and  convincing  evl- 
doice  indicating  the  amount  of  such 
expenses;  or 

(4)  Aliy  combination  of  the  foregoing 
evidence  from  which  the  amount  of  such 
expenses  may  be  determinable. 

Any  expenses  not  established  by  evidence 
required  by  the  Administration  will  not 
be  excluded. 

44.  Section  410.530  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 

§410.530  Reductions;  excess  earnings. 

Benefit  payments  to  a  miner,  parent, 
brother,  or  sister  are  reduced  by  an 
amount  equal  to  the  deductions  which 
would  be  made  with  respect  to  excess 
earnings  under  the  provisiems  of  sections 
203  (b),  (f),  (g),  (h),  (j),  and  (1)  of 
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the  Social  Security  Act  (42  U.S.C.  403 
(b),  (f),  (g),  (h),  (j),  and  (D).  as  if 
such  benefit  payments  were  benefits 
payable  imder  section  202  of  the  Social 
Security  Act  (42  U.S.C.  402).  (See 
$§  404.428-404.456  of  this  chapter.) 

45.  Following  9  410.530,  new  99  410.535 
and  410.536  are  added  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.535  Redurliono;  elTert  of  an  ad> 
dilionai  claim  for  benefits. 

Beginning  with  the  month  in  which  a 
person  (other  than  a  miner)  files  a  claim 
and  becomes  entitled  to  benefits,  the 
benefits  of  other  persons  entitled  to 
benefits  with  rspect  to  the  same  miner, 
are  adjusted  downward,  if  necessary,  so 
that  no  more  than  the  permissible 
amount  of  benefits  (the  maximum 
amount  for  the  number  of  beneficiaries 
Involved)  will  be  paid.  Certain  claims 
may  also  be  effective  retroactively  for 
benefits  for  months  before  the  month  of 
filing  (see  9  410.226).  For  any  month 
before  the  month  of  filing,  however, 
otherwise  correct  benefits  that  have  been 
previously  certified  by  the  Administra¬ 
tion  for  payment  to  other  persons  with 
respect  to  the  same  miner  may  not  be 
changed.  Rather,  the  benefits  of  the  per¬ 
son  filing  a  claim  in  the  later  month  is 
reduced  for  each  month  of  the  retroac¬ 
tive  period  to  the  extent  that  may  be 
necessary  so  that  the  earlier  and  other¬ 
wise  correct  payment  to  some  other  per¬ 
son  is  not  made  erroneous.  That  is,  for 
each  month  of  the  retroactive  period, 
the  amount  payable  to  the  person  filing 
the  later  claim  is  the  difference,  if  any, 
between  (a)  the  total  amount  of  benefits 
actually  certified  for  payment  to  other 
persons  for  that  month  and  (b)  the  per¬ 
missible  amount  of  benefits  (the  maxi¬ 
mum  amoimt  for  the  number  of  benefici¬ 
aries  involved)  payable  for  that  month 
to  all  persons,  including  the  person  filing 
later. 

§  410.536  Reductions;  effect  of  aug- 
mentation  of  benefits  based  on  sub¬ 
sequent  qualification  of  individual. 

(a)  Ordinarily,  a  written  request  that 
the  benefits  of  a  miner  or  widow  be  aug¬ 
mented  on  account  of  a  qualified  depend¬ 
ent  (see  9  410.510(c) )  is  made  as  part 
of  the  claim  for  benefits  filed  by  such 
miner  or  widow.  However,  it  may  also  be 
made  thereafter. 

(b)  In  the  latter  case,  beginning  with 
the  month  in  which  such  a  request  is 
filed  on  account  of  a  particular  depend¬ 
ent  and  in  which  such  dependent  quali¬ 
fies  for  augmentation  purposes  imder 
Subpart  C  of  this  part,  the  augmented 
benefits  attributable  to  other  qualified 
dependents  (with  respect  to  the  same 
miner  or  widow),  if  any.  are  adjusted 
downward,  if  necessary,  so  that  the  per¬ 
missible  amount  of  augmented  benefits 
(the  maximum  amount  for  the  number 
of  dependents  involved)  will  not  be 
exceeded. 

(c)  Where,  based  on  the  entitlement 
to  benefits  of  a  miner  or  widow,  a  d  .'pend- 
ent  would  have  qualified  for  augmenta¬ 
tion  purposes  for  a  prior  month  of  such 
miner's  or  widow’s  entitlement  had  such 
request  been  filed  in  such  prior  month, 
such  request  is  effective  for  such  prior 


month.  For  any  month  before  the 
month  of  filing  such  request,  how¬ 
ever,  otherwise  correct  benefits  pre¬ 
viously  certified  by  the  Administration 
may  not  be  changed.  Rather,  the  amount 
of  the  augmented  benefit  attributable  to 
the  dependent  filing  such  request  in  the 
later  month  is  reduced  for  each  month 
of  the  retroactive  period  to  the  extent 
that  may  be  necessary,  so  that  no  earlier 
payment  to  some  other  dependent  is 
made  erroneous.  This  means  that  for 
each  month  of  the  retroactive  period,  the 
amount  payable  to  the  dependent  filing 
the  later  augmentation  request  is  the 
difference,  if  any,  between  (1)  the  total 
amount  of  augmented  benefits  certified 
for  payment  to  other  dependents  for  that 
month,  and  (2)  the  permissible  amount 
of  augmented  benefits  (the  maximum 
amount  for  the  number  of  dependents  in¬ 
volved)  payable  for  that  month  to  all 
dependents,  including  the  dependent 
filing  later. 

46.  In  9  410.560,  paragraph  (a)  is  re¬ 
vised  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.560  Overpayments. 

(a)  General.  As  used  in  this  subpart, 
the  term  “overpayment”  includes  a  pay¬ 
ment  where  no  amount  is  payable  under 
Part  B  of  title  IV  of  the  Act;  a  payment 
in  excess  of  the  amount  due  under  Part 
B  of  title  IV  of  the  Act;  a  payment  re¬ 
sulting  from  the  failure  to  reduce  bene¬ 
fits  under  section  412(b)  of  the  Act  (see 
99  410.520  and  410.530) ;  a  payment  to  a 
resident  of  a  State  whose  residents  are 
not  eligible  for  payment  (see  9  410.550) ; 
a  payment  of  past  due  benefits  to  an  in¬ 
dividual  where  such  payment  had  not 
been  reduced  by  the  amoimt  of  attorney’s 
fees  payable  directly  to  an  attorney  (see 
9  410.686d) ;  and  a  payment  resulting 
from  the  failure  to  terminate  benefits  of 
an  Individual  no  longer  entitled  thereto. 
As  used  in  this  section,  the  term  “bene¬ 
ficiary”  includes  a  qualified  dependent 
for  augmentation  purposes  and  the  term 
“benefit”  Includes  the  amount  of  aug¬ 
mented  benefits  attributable  to  a  partic¬ 
ular  dependent  (see  9  410.510(c) ). 

«  •  •  •  • 

47.  Following  9  405.560,  new  99  410.561. 
410.561a,  410.561b,  410.561c.  410.561d. 
410.561e,  410.561f.  410.561g.  410.561h. 
and  410.563  are  added  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.561  Notice  of  right  to  waiver  con¬ 
sideration. 

Whenever  an  initial  determination  is 
made  that  more  than  the  correct  amount 
of  payment  has  been  made,  notice  of  the 
provisions  of  section  204(b)  of  the  Social 
Security  Act  regarding  waiver  of  adjust¬ 
ment  or  recovery  shall  be  sent  to  the 
overpaid  individual  and  to  any  other  in¬ 
dividual  against  whom  adjustment  or  re¬ 
covery  of  the  overpayment  is  to  be  ef¬ 
fected  (see  9  410.561a) . 

§  410.561a  When  wraiver  of  adjustment 
or  recovery  may  be  applied. 

There  shall  be  no  adjustment  or  recov¬ 
ery  in  any  case  where  an  Incorrect  pay¬ 
ment  under  Part  B  of  title  IV  of  the  Act 
has  been  made  with  respect  to  an  indi¬ 
vidual: 


(a)  Who  is  without  fault,  and 

(b)  Adjustment  or  recovery  would 
either: 

(1)  Defeat  the  purpose  of  title  IV  of 
the  Act,  or 

(2)  Be  against  equity  and  good  con¬ 
science. 

§  410.561b  Fault. 

“Fault”  as  used  in  “without  fault”  (see 
9  410.561a)  applies  only  to  the  individual. 
Although  the  Administration  may  have 
been  at  fault  in  making  the  overpayment, 
that  fact  does  not  relieve  the  overpaid 
individual  or  any  other  individual  from 
whom  the  Administration  seeks  to  re¬ 
cover  the  overpasrment  from  liability  for 
repayment  if  such  individual  is  not  with¬ 
out  fault.  In  determining  whether  an 
todividual  is  at  fault,  the  Administration 
will  consider  all  pertinent  circumstances, 
including  his  age,  intelligence,  education, 
and  physical  and  mental  condition.  What 
constitutes  fault  (except  for  "reduction 
overpayments”  (see  9  410.561e) )  on  the 
part  of  the  overpaid  individual  or  on  the 
part  of  any  other  individual  fnxn  whom 
the  Administration  seeks  to  recover  the 
overpayment  depends  upon  whether  the 
facts  show  that  the  incorrect  payment 
to  the  individual  resulted  from: 

(a)  An  incorrect  statement  made  by 
the  individual  which  he  knew  or  should 
have  known  to  be  incorrect;  or 

(b)  Failure  to  furnish  information 
which  he  knew  or  should  have  known  to 
be  material;  or 

(c)  With  respect  to  the  overpaid  Indi- 
vidusd  only,  acceptance  of  a  payment 
which  he  ei^er  knew  or  could  have  been 
expected  to  know  was  incorrect. 

§  410.561c  Defeat  the  purpose  of  title 
IV. 

(a)  General.  “Defeat  the  purpose  of 
title  TV”  for  purposes  of  this  subpart, 
means  defeat  the  purpose  of  benefits 
under  this  title,  i.e.,  to  deprive  a  person 
of  income  required  for  ordinary  and  nec¬ 
essary  living  expenses.  This  dei>ends  upon 
whether  the  person  has  an  income  or 
financial  resources  sufficient  for  more 
than  ordinary  and  necessary  needs,  or 
is  dependent  upon  all  of  his  current  bene¬ 
fits  for  such  needs.  An  individual’s  ordi¬ 
nary  and  necessary  expenses  Include: 

(1)  Fixed  living  expenses,  such  as 
food  and  clothing,  rent,  mortgage  pay¬ 
ments.  utilities,  maintenance,  insurance 
(e.g.,  life,  accident,  and  health  insur¬ 
ance  including  premiums  for  supplemen¬ 
tary  medical  insurance  benefits  under 
title  XVni  of  the  Social  Security  Act), 
taxes,  installment  payments,  etc.; 

(2)  Medical,  hospitalization,  and  other 
similar  expenses; 

(3)  Expenses  for  the  support  of  others 
for  whom  the  individual  is  legally  re¬ 
sponsible;  and 

(4)  Other  miscellaneous  expenses 
which  may  reasonably  be  considered  as 
part  of  the  individual’s  standard  of 
living. 

(b)  When  adjustment  or  recovery  will 
defeat  the  purpose  of  title  IV.  Adjust¬ 
ment  or  recovery  will  defeat  the  purposes 
of  title  IV  in  (but  is  not  limited  to) 
situations  where  the  person  from  whom 
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recovery  is  sought  needs  substantially  all 
of  his  current  income  (including  black 
lung  benefits)  to  meet  current  ordinary 
and  necessary  living  expenses. 

§  410.561d  Against  equity  and  good  ron- 
seienee ;  defined. 

“Against  equity  and  good  conscience” 
means  that  a^ustment  or  recovery  of  an 
incorrect  payment  will  be  considered  in¬ 
equitable  if  an  individual,  because  of  a 
notice  that  such  payment  would  be  made 
or  by  reason  of  the  incorrect  payment, 
relinquished  a  valuable  right  (example 

(1));  or  changed  his  i>osition  for  the 
worse  (example  (2) ).  In  reaching  such  a 
determination,  the  individual’s  financial 
circumstances  are  irrelevant. 

Example  1:  After  being  awarded  benefits, 
an  individual  resigned  from  enq>loyment  on 
tbe  assumption  he  would  receive  regular 
monthly  benefit  payments.  It  was  discov¬ 
ered  3  years  later  that  (due  to  Administra¬ 
tion  error)  his  award  was  erroneous  because 
he  did  not  have  pneumoconiosis.  Due  to  his 
age,  the  individual  was  unable  to  get  his 
)ob  back  and  could  not  get  any  other  em¬ 
ployment.  In  this  situation,  recovery  or  ad¬ 
justment  of  the  incorrect  payments  would 
be  against  equity  and  good  conscience 
because  the  individual  gave  up  a  valuable 
right. 

Example  2:  A  widow,  having  been  awarded 
benefits  for  herself  and  daughter,  entered 
her  daughter  In  college  because  the  monthly 
benefits  made  this  possible.  After  the  widow 
and  her  daughtw  received  payments  for 
almost  a  year,  the  deceased  worker  was  found 
not  to  have  had  pneumoconiosis  and  aU 
payments  to  the  widow  and  child  were  incor¬ 
rect.  The  widow  has  no  other  funds  with 
which  to  pay  the  daughter’s  college  expenses. 
Having  entered  the  daughter  in  college  and 
thus  incurred  a  financial  obligation  toward 
which  the  benefits  had  been  applied,  she 
was  in  a  worse  position  financially  than  if 
she  and  her  daughter  had  never  been  en¬ 
titled  to  benefits.  In  this  situation,  the  re¬ 
covery  of  the  incorrect  payments  would  be 
inequitable. 

§  410.561e  When  an  individual  is  ^Svith- 
out  fault**  in  a  reductktn-overpay- 
^  ment. 

Except  as  provided  in  S  410.561g,  or 
elsewhere  in  this  subpart,  an  individual 
will  be  considered  “without  fault”  in  ac¬ 
cepting  a  payment  which  is  incorrect  be¬ 
cause  he  failed  to  report  an  event  relat¬ 
ing  to  excess  eamLigs  specified  in  section 
203(b)  of  the  Social  Security  Act,  or 
which  if  incorrect  because  a  reduction 
in  his  benefits  equal  to  the  amoimt  of 
a  deduction  required  under  section 
203(b)  of  the  Social  Security  Act  is 
necessary  (see  S  410.530) ,  if  it  is  shown 
that  such  failure  to  report  or  such  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  overpayment  was  due 
to  one  of  the  following  circumstances: 

(a)  Reasonable  belief  that  only  his 
net  cash  earnings  (“take-home”  pay)  are 
included  in  determining  the  annual 
earnings  limitation  or  the  monthly  earn¬ 
ings  limitation  under  section  203(f)  of 
the  Social  Security  Act  (see  S  410.530) . 

(b)  Reliance  upon  erroneous  informa¬ 
tion  from  an  official  source  within  the 
Social  Security  Administration  (or  other 
governmental  agency  which  the  indi¬ 
vidual  had  reasonable  cause  to  believe 
was  connected  with  the  administration  of 
benefits  imder  Part  B  of  title  IV  of  the 


Act)  with  reflect  to  the  interpretation 
of  a  pertinent  provision  of  the  Act  or 
regulations  pertaining  thereto.  For 
example,  this  circumstance  could  occur 
where  the  individual  is  misinformed  by 
such  source  as  to  the  interpretation  of 
a  provision  in  the  Act  or  regulations  re¬ 
lating  to  reductions. 

(c)  The  beneficiary’s  death  caused  the 
esunings  limit  tqjplicable  to  his  earnings 
for  purposes  of  reduction  and  the  charg¬ 
ing  of  excess  earnings  to  be  reduced  be¬ 
low  $1,680  for  a  taxable  year. 

(d)  Reasonable  belief  that  in  deter¬ 
mining,  for  reduction  purposes,  his  earn¬ 
ings  from  employment  and/or  net  earn¬ 
ings  from  self-employment  in  the  tax¬ 
able  year  in  which  he  became  entitled 
to  benefits,  earnings  in  such  year  prior 
to  such  entitlement  would  be  excluded. 
However,  this  provision  does  not  apply 
if  his  earnings  in  the  taxable  year,  be¬ 
ginning  with  the  first  month  of  entitle¬ 
ment,  exceeded  the  earnings  limitation 
amount  for  such  year. 

(e)  Unawareness  that  his  earnings 
were  in  excess  of  the  earnings  limita¬ 
tion  applicable  to  the  imposition  of  re¬ 
ductions  and  the  charging  of  excess  earn¬ 
ings  or  that  he  should  have  reported 
such  excess  where  these  earnings  were 
greater  than  anticipated  because  of: 

(1)  Retixiactive  increases  in  pay,  in¬ 
cluding  backpay  awards; 

(2)  'Work  at  a  higher  pay  rate  than 
realized; 

(3)  Kdlure  of  the  employer  of  an  in¬ 
dividual  iinable  to  keep  accurate  records 
to  restrict  the  amount  of  earnings  or  the 
number  of  hours  worked  in  accordance 
with  a  previous  agreement  with  such 
individual; 

(4)  The  occurrence  of  five  Saturdays 
(or  other  workdays,  e.g.,  five  Mcmdays) 
in  a  month  and  the  earnings  for  the  serv¬ 
ices  on  the  fifth  Saturday  or  other  work¬ 
day  caused  the  reductions. 

(f)  The  continued  issuance  of  benefit 
checks  to  him  after  he  sent  notice  to  the 
Administration  of  the  event  which  caused 
or  should  have  caused  the  reductions  pro¬ 
vided  that  such  continued  issuance  of 
checks  led  him  to  believe  in  good  faith 
that  he  was  entitled  to  checks  subse¬ 
quently  received. 

(g)  Lack  of  knowledge  that  bonuses, 
vacaticm  pay,  or  similar  payments,  con¬ 
stitute  earnings  for  purposes  of  the  an¬ 
nual  earnings  limitation. 

(h)  Reasonable  belief  that  earnings 
in  excess  of  the  earnings  limitation 
sunount  for  the  taxable  year  would  sub¬ 
ject  him  to  reductions  (xily  for  months 
beginning  with  the  first  month  in  which 
his  earnings  exceeded  the  esunings  limi¬ 
tation  amount.  However,  this  provision  is 
applicable  only  if  he  reported  timely  to 
the  Administration  during  the  taxaUe 
year  when  his  earnings  reached  the  ap¬ 
plicable  limitation  amount  for  such  year, 

(i)  Reasonable  belief  that  earnings 
from  employment  and/or  net  earnings 
from  self-employment  after  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  age  72  in  the  taxable  year  in 
which  he  attained  age  72  would  not  cause 
reductions  with  re^>ect  to  benefits  pay¬ 
able  for  months  in  that  taxable  year 
prior  to  the  attainment  of  age  72. 


(j)  Reasonable  belief  by  an  individ¬ 
ual  entitled  to  benefits  that  earnings 
frmn  employment  and/or  net  earnings 
from  self-employment  after  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  entitlement  in  the  taxable  year 
in  which  the  termination  event  (x:curred 
would  not  cause  reductions  with  respect 
to  benefits  payable  for  months  in  that 
taxable  year  prior  to  the  month  in  which 
the  termination  event  occurred. 

(k)  Failure  to  understand  the  reduc¬ 
tion  provisions  of  the  Social  Security  Act 
or  the  occurrence  of  unusual  or  unavoid¬ 
able  circiunstances  the  nature  of  which 
clearly  shows  that  the  Individual  was 
unaware  of  a  violation  of  such  reduction 
provisions.  However,  these  provisions  do 
not  apply  unless  he  made  a  bona  fide 
attempt  to  restrict  his  annual  earnings 
or  otherwise  comply  with  the  reduction 
provisions  of  the  Act. 

§  410.561  f  When  an  individual  is  **with- 
out  fault**  in  an  entitlement  overpay¬ 
ment. 

A  benefit  payment  under  Part  B  of  title 
IV  of  the  Act  to  or  on  behalf  of  an  indi¬ 
vidual  who  fails  to  meet  one  or  more  re¬ 
quirements  for  entitlement  to  such  pay¬ 
ment  or  the  pajment  exceeds  the  amount 
to  which  he  is  entitled,  constitutes  an 
entitlement  overpayment.  Where  an  in¬ 
dividual  or  other  person  on  behalf  of  an 
individual  accepts  such  overpayment  be¬ 
cause  of  reliance  on  erroneous  informa¬ 
tion  from  an  official  source  within  the 
Administration  (or  other  governmental 
agency  which  the  individual  had  reason¬ 
able  cause  to  believe  was  connected  with 
the  administratiem  of  benefits  under  Part 
B  of  title  rv  of  the  Act)  with  respect  to 
the  interpretation  of  a  pertinent  pro¬ 
vision  of  the  Act  or  regulations  pertain¬ 
ing  thereto,  such  individual,  in  accepting 
such  overpayment,  will  be  deemed  to  be 
“without  fault.” 

§  410.561g  When  an  individual  is  at 
**fault”  in  a  reduction-overpayment. 

(a)  Degree  o1  care.  An  individual  will 
not  be  “without  fault”  if  the  Administra¬ 
tion  has  evidence  in  its  possession  which 
shows  either  a  lack  of  good  faith  or  fail¬ 
ure  to  exercise  a  high  degree  of  care  in 
determining  whether  circumstances 
which  may  cause  reductions  from  his 
benefits  should  be  brought  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Administration  by  an  im¬ 
mediate  report  or  by  return  of  a  benefit 
check.  The  high  degree  of  care  expected 
of  an  individual  may  vary  with  the  com¬ 
plexity  of  the  circumstances  giving  rise 
to  the  overpayment  and  the  capacity  of 
the  particular  payee  to  realize  ^at  he  is 
being  overpaid.  Accordingly,  variances  in 
the  personal  circumstances  and  situa¬ 
tions  of  individual  payees  are  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  in  determining  whether  the 
necessary  degree  of  care  has  been  exer¬ 
cised  by  an  Individual  to  warrant  a  find¬ 
ing  that  he  was  without  fault  in  accept¬ 
ing  a  “reduction-overpayment.” 

(b)  Subseouent  reduction-overpay¬ 
ments.  An  individual  will  not  be  without 
fault  where,  after  having  been  exoner¬ 
ated  for  a  “reduction-overpayment”  and 
after  having  been  advised  of  the  correct 
interpretation  of  the  reduction  provision. 
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he  Incurs  another  "reduction-overpay¬ 
ment'’  under  the  same  circumstances  as 
the  first  overpayment. 

§  410.561li  When  adjustment  or  recov¬ 
ery  of  an  overpayment  will  be  waived. 

(a)  Adjustment  or  recovery  deemed 
“against  equity  and  good  conscience.”  In 
the  situations  described  in  9S410.561e 

(a),  (b),  and  (c),  and  410.561f,  adjust¬ 
ment  or  recovery  will  be  waived  since 
it  will  be  deemed  such  adjustment  or  re¬ 
covery  is  “against  eqtiity  and  good  con¬ 
science,"  Adjustment  or  recovery  will 
also  be  deemed  “against  equity  and  good 
conscience"  in  the  situation  described  in 
§  410.561e(d),  but  only  as  to  a  month  in 
which  the  individual’s  earnings  from 
wages  do  not  exceed  the  total  monthly 
benefits  affected  for  that  month. 

(b)  Adjustment  or  recovery  consid¬ 
ered  to  “defeat  the  purpose  of  title  IV  or 
be  “against  equity  and  good  conscience” 
under  certain  circumstances.  In  the  situ¬ 
ation  described  in  S  410.561e(d)  (except 
in  the  case  of  an  individual  whose 
monthly  earnings  from  wages  in  employ¬ 
ment  do  not  exceed  the  total  monthly 
benefits  affected  for  a  particular  month) , 
and  in  the  situations  described  in  §  410.- 
561e  (e)  through  (k) ,  adjustment  or  re¬ 
covery  shall  be  waived  only  where  the 
evidence  establishes  that  adjustment  or 
recovery  would  work  a  financial  hardship 
(see  S  410.561c)  or  would  otherwise  be 
inequitable  (see  §410.561d). 

§  410.563  Liability  of  a  certifying 
officer. 

No  certifying  or  disbursing  officer 
shall  be  held  liable  for  any  amount  cer¬ 
tified  or  paid  by  him  to  any  individual: 

(a)  Where  adjustment  or  recovery  of 
such  amotmt  is  waived  under  section 
204(b)  of  the  Social  Security  Act;  or 

(b)  Where  adjustment  imder  section 
204(a)  of  the  Social  Sectirity  Act  is  not 
completed  prior  to  the  death  of  all  indi¬ 
viduals  against  whose  benefits  or  lump 
sums  reductions  are  authorized;  or 

(c)  Where  a  claim  for  recovery  of  an 
overpayment  is  compromised  or  collec¬ 
tion  or  adjustment  action  is  suspended 
or  terminated  pursuant  to  the  Federal 
Claims  Collection  Act  of  1966  (31  U.S.C. 
951-953)  (see  9  410.565). 

48.  In  9  410.570,  paragraphs  (b)  and 

(c)  are  revised,  paragraphs  (d)  and  (e) 
are  redesignated  as  (e)  and  (f)  respec¬ 
tively,  and  a  new  paragraph  (d)  is  added 
to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.570  Underpayments. 

«  •  «  «  « 

(b)  Underpaid  individual  is  living.  If 
an  individual  to  whom  an  underpayment 
is  due  is  living,  the  amount  of  such 
underpayment  will  be  paid  to  such  indi¬ 
vidual  either  in  a  single  payment  (if  he  is 
not  entitled  to  a  monthly  benefit)  or  by 
increasing  one  or  more  monthly  benefit 
payments  to  which  such  individual  is  or 
becomes  entitled. 

(c)  Underpaid  individual  dies  before 
adjustment  of  underpayment.  If  an  in¬ 
dividual  to  whom  an  tmderpayment  is 
due  dies  before  receiving  pasrment  or 
negotiating  a  check  or  checks  represent¬ 


ing  such  payment,  such  imderpayment 
will  be  distributed  to  the  living  person 
(or  persons)  in  the  highest  order  of 
priority  as  follows: 

(1)  The  deceased  individual’s  surviv¬ 
ing  spouse  who  was  either: 

(1)  Living  in  the  same  household  (as 
defined  in  9  410.393)  with  the  deceased 
individual  at  the  time  of  such  in¬ 
dividual’s  death,  or 

(li)  In  the  case  of  a  deceased  miner, 
entitled  for  the  month  of  death  to 
widow’s  black  limg  benefits. 

(2)  In  the  case  of  a  deceased  miner 
or  widow,  his  or  her  child  entitled  to 
benefits  as  the  surviving  child  of  such 
miner  or  widow  for  the  month  in  which 
such  miner  or  widow  died  (if  more  than 
one  such  child,  in  equal  shares  to  each 
such  child).  As  used  in  this  subpara¬ 
graph,  “entitled  to  benefits  as  a  surviv¬ 
ing  child"  refers  to  the  benefit  described 
in  9  410.212,  and  not  to  the  payment  de¬ 
scribed  in  9  410.510(c). 

(3)  In  the  case  of  a  deceased  miner, 
his  parent  entitled  to  benefits  as  the 
surviving  parent  of  such  miner  for  the 
month  in  which  such  miner  died  (if  more 
than  one  such  parent,  in  equal  shares  to 
each  such  parent) . 

(4)  The  surviving  spouse  of  the  de¬ 
ceased  individual  who  does  not  qualify 
imder  subparagraph  (1)  of  this  para¬ 
graph. 

(5)  The  child  or  children  of  the  de¬ 
ceased  individual  who  do  not  qualify 
under  subparagraph  (2)  of  this  para¬ 
graph  (if  more  than  one  such  child,  in 
equal  shares  to  each  such  child) . 

(6)  The  parent  or  parents  of  the  de¬ 
ceased  individual  who  do  not  qualify  im¬ 
der  subparagraph  (3)  of  this  paragraph 
(if  more  than  one  such  parent,  in  equal 
shares  to  each  such  parent). 

(7)  The  legal  representative  of  the 
estate  of  the  decesised  individual  as  de¬ 
fined  in  paragraph  (e)  of  this  section. 

(d)  Person  qualified  to  receive  under¬ 
payment  dies  before  receiving  payment. 
In  the  event  that  a  person  who  is  other¬ 
wise  qualified  to  receive  an  underpay¬ 
ment  under  the  provisions  of  paragraph 
(c)  of  this  section,  dies  before  receiving 
pasunent  or  before  negotiating  the  check 
or  checks  representing  such  payment, 
his  share  of  the  underpayment  will  be 
divided  among  the  remaining  living  per- 
son(s)  in  the  same  order  of  priority.  In 
the  event  that  there  is  (are)  no  other 
such  person(s),  the  underpayment  will 
be  paid  to  the  living  person(s)  in  the 
next  lower  order  of  priority  under  para¬ 
graph  (c)  of  this  section. 

•  •  •  *  • 

49.  Following  §  410.580,  new 
99  410.581-410.590  are  added  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  410.581  Payments  on  behalf  of  an  in¬ 
dividual. 

When  it  appears  to  the  Administration 
that  the  interest  of  a  beneficiary  entitled 
to  a  payment  under  Part  B  of  title  IV 
of  the  Act  would  be  served  thereby,  cer¬ 
tification  of  payment  may  be  made  by 
the  Administration,  regardless  of  the 
legal  competency  or  incompetency  of  the 


beneficiary  entitled  thereto,  either  for 
direct  payment  to  such  beneficiary,  or  for 
his  use  and  benefit  to  a  relative  or  some 
other  person  as  the  “representative 
payee”  of  the  beneficiary.  When  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  an  individual  who  is  receiving 
benefit  payments  may  be  incapable  of 
managing  such  payments  in  his  own  in¬ 
terest,  the  Administration  shall,  if  such 
individual  is  age  18  or  over  and  has  not 
been  adjudged  legally  incompetent,  con¬ 
tinue  payments  to  such  individual  pend¬ 
ing  a  determination  as  to  his  capacity 
to  manage  benefit  payments  and  the 
selection  of  a  representative  payee.  As 
used  in  99  410.581-410.590,  the  term 
“beneficiary"  includes  the  dependent  of 
a  miner  or  widow  who  could  qualify  for 
certification  of  separate  payment  of  an 
augmentaticxi  portion  of  such  miner’s  or 
widow’s  benefits  (see  99  410.510(c)  and 
410.511). 

§  410.582  Submifision  of  evidence  by 
representative  payee. 

Before  any  amount  shall  be  certified 
for  payment  to  any  relative  or  other  per¬ 
son  as  representative  payee  for  and  cm 
behalf  of  a  beneficiary,  such  relative  or 
other  person  shall  submit  to  the  Admin¬ 
istration  such  evidence  as  it  may  require 
of  his  relaticxiship  to,  or  his  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  care  of,  the  beneficiary  on 
whose  behalf  payment  is  to  be  made,  or 
of  his  authority  to  receive  such  payment. 
The  Administration  may,  at  any  time 
thereafter,  require  evidence  of  the  con¬ 
tinued  existence  of  such  relatlcmshlp, 
responsibility,  or  authority.  If  any  such 
relative  or  oUier  person  fails  to  submit 
the  required  evidence  within  a  reason¬ 
able  period/ of  time  after  it  is  requested, 
no  further  payments  shall  be  certified  to 
him  CHI  behalf  of  the  beneficiary  unless 
for  good  cause  shown,  the  default  of  such 
relative  or  other  person  is  excused  by  the 
AdministraticHi,  and  the  required  evi¬ 
dence  is  thereafter  submitted. 

§  410.583  Responsibility  of  representa¬ 
tive  payee. 

A  relative  or  other  person  to  whom  cer¬ 
tification  of  payment  is  made  on  behalf 
of  a  beneficiary  as  representative  payee 
shall,  subject  to  review  by  the  Adminis¬ 
tration  and  to  such  requirements  as  it 
may  from  time  to  time  prescribe,  apply 
the  payments  certified  to  him  on  behalf 
of  a  beneficiary  only  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  such  beneficiary  in  the  manner 
and  for  the  purposes  determined  by  him 
to  be  in  the  beneficiary’s  best  interest. 

§  410.584  Use  of  benefits  for  current 
maintenance. 

Payments  certified  to  a  relative  or 
other  person  on  behalf  of  a  beneficiary 
shall  be  considered  as  having  been  ap¬ 
plied  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  benefi¬ 
ciary  when  they  are  used  for  the  benefi¬ 
ciary’s  current  maintenance — ^i.e.,  to  re¬ 
place  current  income  lost  because  of  the 
disability,  retirement,  or  death,  of  the 
insured  individual.  Where  a  beneficiary 
is  receiving  care  in  an  institution  (see 
9  410.586),  current  maintenance  shall 
include  the  customary  charges  made  by 
the  Institution  to  individuals  it  provides 
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with  care  and  services  like  those  it  pro¬ 
vides  the  boieflciary  and  charges  made 
for  current  and  foreseeable  needs  of  the 
beneficiary  which  are  not  met  by  the 
institution. 

§  410.585  Con«er\'alion  and  inve«i|ment 
of  payments. 

Payments  certified  to  a  relative  or 
other  person  on  behalf  of  a  beneficiary 
which  are  not  needed  for  the  current 
maintenance  of  the  beneficiary  except  as 
they  may  be  used  pursuant  to  S  410.587 
shall  be  conserved  or  Invested  on  the 
boteficiary’s  behalf.  Preferred  tavest- 
ments  are  n.S.  Savings  Bonds,  but  such 
funds  may  also  be  invested  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  applicable  to  investment 
of  trust  estates  by  trustees.  For  example, 
surplus  funds  may  be  deposited  in  an  In¬ 
terest  or  dividend  bearing  account  In  a 
bank  or  trust  c<xnpany  or  in  a  savings 
and  loan  association  if  the  account  is 
either  federally  insured  or  is  otherwise 
insured  in  accordance  with  State  law  re¬ 
quirements.  Surplus  fimds  deposited  in 
an  interest  or  dividend  bearing  account 
in  a  bank  or  trust  company  or  in  a  sav- 
ngs  and  loan  association  must  be  in  a 
form  of  account  which  clearly  shows  that 
the  representative  payee  has  only  a 
fiduciary,  and  not  a  personal  interest  in 
the  funds.  The  preferred  forms  of  such 
accounts  are  as  follows; 


(Name  of  beneficiary) 
by 

(Name  ot  reiM-esentatlve  payee) 
representative  payee;  or 


(Name  of  beneficiary) 
by 

(Name  of  representative  payee) 
trustee. 

UB.  Savings  Bonds  purchased  with  sur¬ 
plus  funds  by  a  representative  payee  for 
a  minor  should  be  registered  as  follows: 


(Name  of  beneficiary) 

_ ,  a  minor 

(Social  Security  No.) 
tar  wb<Hn 

_ Is  representa- 

(Name  of  payee) 

tlve  payee  for  black  lung 
benefits. 

UJS.  Savings  Bonds  purchased  with  sur¬ 
plus  fimds  by  a  representative  payee  for 
an  incapacitated  adult  beneficiary  should 
be  registered  as  follows: 


(Name  of  beneficiary) 

_ : _ _  tor  whom 

(Social  Security  No.) 

_ _ Is  representa- 

(Name  of  payee) 

tlve  payee  fCH*  black  lung 
benefits. 

A  representative  payee  who  is  the  legally 
appointed  guardian  or  fiduciary  of  the 
beneficiary  may  also  register  U.S.  Sav¬ 
ings  Bonds  purchased  with  funds  from 
the  payment  of  benefits  under  Part  B  of 
title  IV  in  accordance  with  applicable 
regulations  of  the  UB.  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment  (31  CFR  315.5  through  315.8) .  Any 
other  approved  Investment  of  the  bene¬ 


ficiary’s  funds  made  by  the  representa¬ 
tive  payee  must  dearly  show  that  the 
payee  holds  the  property  In  trust  for  the 
beneficiary. 

§  410.586  Use  of  benefits  for  beneficiary 
in  institution. 

Where  a  beneficiary  is  confined  in  a 
Federal,  State,  or  private  institution  be¬ 
cause  of  mental  or  physical  incapacity, 
the  relative  or  other  person  to  whom 
payments  are  certified  on  behalf  of  the 
beneficiary  shall  give  highest  priority  to 
expenditure  of  the  payments  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  maintenance  needs  of  the  benefi¬ 
ciary,  including  the  customary  charges 
made  by  the  institution  (see  S  410.584) 
in  providing  care  and  maintenance.  It  is 
considered  in  the  best  Interests  of  the 
beneficiary  for  the  relative  or  other  per¬ 
son  to  whom  payments  are  certified  on 
the  beneficiary’s  behalf  to  allocate  ex¬ 
penditure  of  the  pajunents  so  certified 
in  a  manner  which  will  facilitate  the 
beneficiary’s  earliest  possible  rehabilita¬ 
tion  or  release  fnxn  the  institution  or 
which  otherwise  will  help  him  live  as 
normal  a  life  as  practicable  in  the  Insti- 
tuticKial  environment. 

§  410.587  Support  of  legally  dependent 
spouse,  child,  or  parent. 

If  current  maint^ance  needs  of  a 
beneficiary  are  being  reasonably  met,  a 
relative  or  other  person  to  whom  pay¬ 
ments  are  certified  as  representative 
payee  on  behalf  of  the  beneficiary  may 
use  part  of  the  payment  so  certified  for 
the  support  of  the  legally  def>endent 
spouse,  a  legally  dep^dent  child,  or  a 
legally  dependent  parent  of  the  bene¬ 
ficiary. 

§  410.588  Qainis  of  creditors. 

A  relative  or  other  perstm  to  whom 
payments  under  Part  B  of  title  IV  of  the 
Act  are  certified  as  representative  payee 
on  behalf  of  a  beneficiary  may  not  be 
required  to  use  such  payments  to  dis¬ 
charge  an  indebtedness  of  the  benefi¬ 
ciary  which  was  incurred  before  the  first 
month  for  which  payments  are  certified 
to  a  relative  or  other  person  on  the 
beneficiary’s  behalf.  In  no  case,  however, 
may  such  payee  use  such  payments  to 
discharge  such  Indebtedness  of  the  bene¬ 
ficiary  imless  the  current  and  reason¬ 
ably  foreseeable  future  needs  of  the 
beneficiary  are  otherwise  provided  for. 

§  410.589  Accountability. 

A  relative  or  other  person  to  whom 
payments  are  certified  as  representative 
payee  on  behalf  of  a  beneficiary  shall 
submit  a  written  report  in  such  form 
and  at  such  times  as  the  Administration 
may  require,  accounting  for  the  pay¬ 
ments  certified  to  him  on  behalf  of  the 
beneficiary  unless  such  payee  is  a  court- 
appointed  fiduciary  and,  as  such,  is  re¬ 
quired  to  make  an  annual  accounting 
to  the  court,  in  which  case  a  true  copy 
of  each  such  account  filed  with  the  court 
may  be  submitted  in  lieu  of  the  accoimt- 
ing  form  prescribed  by  the  Administra¬ 
tion.  If  any  such  relative  or  other  per¬ 
son  fails  to  submit  the  required  account¬ 
ing  within  a  reasonable  period  of  time 
after  it  is  requested,  no  further  p>ay- 


ments  shall  be  certified  to  him  on  behalf 
of  the  beneficiary  unless  for  good  cause 
shown,  the  default  of  such  relative  or 
other  person  is  excused  by  the  Adminis¬ 
tration,  and  the  required  accounting  is 
thereafter  submitted. 

§  410.590  Transfer  of  acrumulated 
benefit  payments. 

A  representative  payee  who  has  con¬ 
served  or  invested  funds  from  payments 
imder  Part  B  of  title  IV  of  the  Act  certi¬ 
fied  to  him  on  behalf  of  a  beneficiary 
shall,  upon  direction  of  the  Administra¬ 
tion,  transfer  any  such  funds  (including 
interest  earned  from  Investment  of  such 
funds)  to  a  successor  payee  appointed  by 
the  Administration,  or,  at  the  option  of 
the  Administration,  shall  transfer  such 
funds,  including  interest,  to  the  Admin¬ 
istration  for  recertification  to  a  successor 
payee  or  to  the  beneficiary. 

50.  In  §  410.601,  a  new  paragraph  (e) 
Is  added  to  read  as  follows : 

§  410.601  Dclerminations  of  disability. 
•  •  «  •  • 

(e)  Simultaneous  claims.  The  adjudi- 
caticHi  of  any  claim  under  this  part  shall 
not  be  delayed  for  the  adjudication  of 
any  other  benefit  claim  by  the  same  in¬ 
dividual  pending  before  the  Administra¬ 
tion. 

51.  Section  410.610  is  amended  by  re¬ 
vising  paragraphs  (b)  and  (h)  and 
adding  new  paragraphs  (k),  (1),  (m), 
and  (n)  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.610  Administrative  actions  that 
are  initial  determinations. 

•  •  •  •  * 

(b)  Modification  of  the  amount  of 
'benefits.  The  Administration  shall,  under 
the  circumstances  hereafter  stated  in 
this  paragraph,  make  findings,  setting 
forth  the  pertinent  facts  and  conclusions, 
and  an  initial  determination  as  to 
whether: 

( 1 )  There  should  be  a  reduction  under 
section  412(b)  (or  section  412(a)  (5) )  of 
the  Act,  and  if  a  reduction  is  to  be  made, 
the  amount  thereof  (see  5  410.515(a)); 
or 

(2)  There  has  been  an  overpasrment 
(see  §  410.560)  or  an  underpa3nnent  (see 
§  410.570)  of  benefits  and,  if  so,  the 
amount  thereof,  and  the  adjustment  to 
be  made  by  Increasing  or  decreasing  the 
monthly  benefits  to  which  a  beneficiary  Is 
entitled  (see  5  410.515(b)).  and,  in  the 
case  of  an  underpayment  due  a  deceased 
beneficiary,  the  person  to  whom  the 
underpayment  should  be  paid. 

•  •  •  •  • 

(h)  Failure  to  file  or  prosecute  claim 
under  applicable  State  toorkmen’s  com¬ 
pensation  law.  The  Administration  shall 
make  findings,  setting  forth  the  perti¬ 
nent  facts  and  conclusions,  and  an  initial 
determination,  as  to  whe^er  an  indi¬ 
vidual  has  failed  to  file  or  to  prosecute  a 
claim  under  the  applicable  State  work¬ 
men’s  compensation  law  pursuant  to 
5  410.219. 

•  •  •  •  • 

(k)  Waiver  of  adjustment  or  recovery 
of  monthly  benefits.  The  Administration 


FEDERAL  REGISTER,  VOL.  37,  NO.  172 — SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  2,  1972 


PROPOSED  RULE  MAKING 


18019 


shall  make  findings,  setting  forth  the 
pertinent  facts  and  conclusions,  and  an 
initial  determination  as  to  whether  there 
shall  be  no  adjustment  or  recovery  where 
an  overpayment  with  respect  to  an  In¬ 
dividual  has  been  made  (see  9  410.561) . 

(l)  Need  for  representative  payment. 
The  Administration  shall  make  findings 
setting  forth  the  pertinent  facts  and  con¬ 
clusions  and  an  initial  determination  as 
to  whether  representative  payment  shall 
serve  the  interests  of  an  individual  by 
reason  of  his  incapacity  to  manage  his 
benefit  payments  (see  9  410.581) ;  except 
that  findings  as  to  incapacity  with  re¬ 
spect  to  an  individual  under  age  18  or 
with  respect  to  an  individual  adjudged 
legally  Incompetent  shall  not  be  (X>n- 
sidered  an  initial  determination. 

(m)  Separate  certification  of  payment 
to  dependent.  Where  the  benefit  of  a 
miner  or  of  a  widow  is  increased  (“aug¬ 
mented”)  because  he  or  she  has  a  quali¬ 
fied  dependent  (see  9  410.510(c) ) ,  and 
it  appears  to  the  Administration  that  it 
would  be  in  the  best  interest  of  any  such 
dependent  to  have  the  amount  of  the 
augmentation  (to  the  extent  attributable 
to  such  dependent)  certified  separately 
to  such  dependent  (see  9  410.511(a))  or 
to  a  representative  payee  on  his  behalf 
(see  9  410.505),  the  Administration  shall 
make  findings,  setting  forth  the  perti¬ 
nent  facts  and  conclusions,  and  an  initial 
determination,  as  to  whether  separate 
payment  of  an  augmented  amount  should 
be  certified. 

(n)  Support  of  parent,  brother,  or 
sister.  The  Administration  shall  make 
findings,  setting  forth  the  pertinent  facts 
and  conclusions,  and  an  Initial  determi¬ 
nation,  as  to  whether  a  parent,  brother, 
or  sister,  meets  the  requirements  for 
support  from  the  miner  set  forth  in  the 
pertinent  provisions  of  section  412(a)  (5) 
of  the  Act  and  whether  proof  of  support 
was  submitted  to  the  Administration 
within  the  time  limits  set  forth  in  the 
Act  or  under  the  provisions  described  in 
9  410.214(d). 

52.  Section  410.615  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  410.615  Administrative  actions  that 
are  not  initial  determinations. 

Administrative  actions  which  shall  not 
be  considered  initial  determmations,  but 
which  may  receive  administrative  review 
Include,  but  are  not  limited  to,  the 
following: 

(a)  The  suspension  of  benefits  pursu¬ 
ant  to  the  criteria  in  section  203(h)  (3) 
of  the  Social  Security  Act  (42  U.S.C.  403 
(h)(3)),  pending  investigation  and  de¬ 
termination  of  any  factual  issue  as  to  the 
applicability  of  a  reduction  imder  section 
412(b)  of  the  Act  equivalent  to  the 
amount  of  a  deduction  because  of  excess 
earnings  imder  section  203(b)  of  the 
Soclsd  Security  Act  (42  U3.C.  403(b)) 
(see  99  410.515(d)  and  410.530). 

(b)  The  appointment  or  continuance 
of  a  representative  payee  for  and  on  be¬ 
half  of  a  beneficiary  under  Part  B  of 
title  IV  of  the  Act  (see  9  410.505). 

(c)  The  certification  of  any  two  or 
more  individuals  of  the  same  family  for 


Joint  payment  of  the  total  benefits  pay¬ 
able  to  such  individuals  (see  9  410.505). 

(d)  The  withholding  by  the  Adminis¬ 
tration  in  any  month,  for  the  purpose  of 
recovering  an  overpayment,  of  less  than 
the  full  amount  of  benefits  otherwise 
payable  in  that  month  (see  9  410.560(c) ) . 

(e)  The  authorization  approving  or 
regulating  the  amount  of  the  fee  that 
may  be  charged  or  received  by  a  repre¬ 
sentative  for  services  before  the  Admin¬ 
istration  (see  9  410.686b(e) ) . 

(f)  The  disqualification  or  suspension 
of  an  individual  from  acting  as  a  repre¬ 
sentative  in  a  proceeding  before  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  (see  9  410.688). 

(g)  The  determination  by  the  Admin¬ 
istration  vmder  the  authority  of  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Claims  Collection  Act  (31  UB.C. 
951-953)  not  to  compromise  a  claim  for 
overpayment  under  Part  B  of  title  IV  of 
the  Act.  or  not  to  suspend  or  terminate 
collection  of  such  a  claim,  or  the  deter¬ 
mination  to  compromise  such  a  claim,  in¬ 
cluding  the  compromise  amount  and  the 
time  and  manner  of  payment  (see 
9  410.565). 

(h)  Where  the  amount  in  controversy 
is  less  than  $100,  the  denial  of  a  request 
for  reimbursement  of  medical  expenses 
(see  9  410.240(h) )  which  are  claimed  to 
have  been  incurred  by  the  claimant  in 
establishing  his  claim  for  benefits,  or  the 
appro^^  of  such  request  for  reimburse¬ 
ment  in  an  amount  less  than  the  amount 
requested.  (Also  see  9  410.610(J).) 

53.  Section  410.620  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  410.620  Notice  of  initial  determina¬ 
tion. 

Written  notice  of  an  initial  determina¬ 
tion  shall  be  mailed  to  the  party  to  the 
determination  at  his  last  known  address, 
except  that  no  such  notice  shall  be  re¬ 
quired  in  the  case  of  a  determination  that 
a  party’s  entitlement  to  benefits  has 
ended  because  of  such  party’s  death  (see 
9  410.610(c)).  If  the  initial  determina¬ 
tion  disallows,  in  whole  or  in  part,  the 
claim  of  a  party,  or  if  the  Initial  deter¬ 
mination  is  to  the  effect  that  a  party’s 
entitlement  to  benefits  has  ended,  or  that 
a  reduction  or  adjustment  is  to  be  made 
in  benefits,  the  notice  of  the  determina¬ 
tion  sent  to  the  party  shall  state  the 
specific  reasons  for  the  determination. 
Such  notice  shall  also  inform  the  party 
of  the  right  to  reconsideration  (see  9  410.- 
623).  vrhere  more  than  the  correct 
amount  of  payment  has  been  made,  see 
9  410.561. 

54.  Section  410.623  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 

§410.623  Reconsideration;  right  to  re¬ 
consideration. 

The  Administration  shall  reconsider  an 
initial  determination  if  a  written  request 
for  reconsideration  is  filed,  as  provided 
in  9  410.624.  by  or  for  the  party  to  the 
Initial  determination  (see  9  410.610).  The 
Administration  shall  also  reconsider  an 
initial  determlnaticm  if  a  written  request 
for  reconsideration  is  filed,  as  provided 
in  9  410.624,  by  an  individual  as  a  widow. 


child,  parent,  brother,  sister,  or  repre¬ 
sentative  of  a  decedent’s  estate,  who 
makes  a  showing  in  writing  that  his  or 
her  rights  with  respect  to  benefits,  may 
be  prejudiced  by  such  determination. 

55.  Section  410.628  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  410.628  Notice  of  reconsidered  deter¬ 
mination. 

Written  notice  of  the  reconsidered 
determination  shall  be  mailed  to  the  par¬ 
ties  at  their  last  known  addresses.  The 
reconsidered  determination  shall  state 
the  specific  reasons  therefor  and  inform 
the  parties  of  their  right  to  a  hearing  (see 
9  410.630). 

56.  Section  410.633  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  410.633  Additional  parties  to  the 
hearing. 

The  following  individuals,  in  addition 
to  those  named  in  9  410.632,  may  also  be 
parties  to  the  hearing.  A  widow,  child, 
parent,  brother,  sister,  or  representative 
of  a  decedent’s  estate,  who  makes  a  show¬ 
ing  in  writing  that  such  individual’s 
rights  with  respect  to  benefits  may  be 
prejudiced  by  any  decision  that  may  be 
made,  may  be  a  party  to  the  hearing. 

57.  Section  410.636  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  410.636  Time  and  place  of  hearing. 

The  hearing  examiner  shall  fix  a  time 
and  a  place  within  the  United  States  for 
the  hearing,  written  notice  of  which,  un¬ 
less  waived  by  a  party,  shall  be  mailed  to 
the  parties  at  their  last  known  addresses 
or  given  to  them  by  perscmal  service,  not 
less  than  10  days  prior  to  such  time.  As 
used  in  this  section  and  in  9  410.647,  the 
United  States  means  the  50  States,  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  Commonwealth 
of  Puerto  Rico,  and  the  Virgin  Islands. 
Writteen  notice  of  the  objections  ot  any 
party  to  the  time  and  place  fixed  tor  a 
hearing  shall  be  filed  by  the  objecting 
party  with  the  hearing  examiner  at  the 
earliest  practicable  opportunity  (before 
the  time  set  for  such  hearing).  Such 
notice  shall  state  the  reasons  for  the 
party’s  objection  and  his  choice  as  to  the 
time  and  place  within  the  United  States 
for  the  hearing.  The  hearing  examiner 
may,  for  good  cause,  fix  a  new  time 
and/or  place  within  the  United  States 
for  the  hearing. 

58.  Following  9  410.638,  a  new  9  410.639 
is  added  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.639  Subpenas. 

When  reasonably  necessary  for  the  full 
presentation  of  a  case,  a  hearing  ex¬ 
aminer  or  a  member  of  the  Appeals 
Coimcil,  may,  either  upon  his  own  motion 
or  upon  the  request  of  a  party,  issue 
subpenas  for  the  attendance  and  testi¬ 
mony  of  witnesses  and  for  the  production 
of  books,  records,  correspondence,  papers, 
or  other  documents  which  are  relevant 
and  material  to  any  matter  in  issue  at 
the  hearing.  Parties  who  desire  the  issu¬ 
ance  of  a  subpena  shall,  not  less  than 
5  days  prior  to  the  time  fixed  for  the 


FEDERAL  REGISTER,  VOL.  37,  NO.  172 — SATURDAY,  SEPTEMRER  2,  1972 


18020 


PROPOSED  RULE  MAKING 


hearing,  file  with  the  hearing  examiner 
or  at  a  district  office  of  the  Administra¬ 
tion  a  written  request  therefor,  desig¬ 
nating  the  witnesses  or  documents  to  be 
produced,  and  describing  the  address  or 
location  thereof  with  sufficient  particu¬ 
larity  to  permit  such  witnesses  or  docu¬ 
ments  to  be  foimd.  The  request  for  a 
subpena  shall  state  the  pertinent  facts 
which  the  party  expects  to  establish  by 
such  witnesses  or  dociunent  and  whether 
such  facts  could  be  established  by  other 
evidence  without  the  use  of  a  subpena. 
Subpenas.  as  provided  for  above,  shall 
be  issued  in  the  name  of  the  Secretary, 
and  the  Administration  shall  pay  the 
cost  of  the  issuance  and  the  fees  and 
mileage  of  any  witness  so  subpenaed,  as 
provided  In  section  205(d)  of  the  Social 
Security  Act. 

59.  Section  410.645  Is  revised  to  read 
as  follows; 

§  410.645  Joint  hearings. 

When  two  or  more  hearings  are  to  be 
hdd,  and  the  same  or  substantially  simi¬ 
lar  evidence  is  relevant  and  material  to 
the  matters  in  issue  at  each  such  hear¬ 
ing,  the  hearing  examiner  may  fix  the 
same  time  and  place  for  each  hearing  and 
(xmduct  all  such  hearings  Jointly.  How¬ 
ever,  where  there  is  no  common  issue  of 
law  or  fact  involved  in  two  or  more  hear¬ 
ings  and  any  party  objects  to  a  Joint 
hearing,  a  Joint  hearing  may  not  be  held. 
Where  Joint  hearings  are  held,  a  single 
record  of  the  proceedings  shall  be  made 
and  the  evidence  Introduced  in  one  case 
may  be  considered  as  introduced  in  the 
others,  and  a  separate  or  Joint  decision 
shall  be  made,  as  appropriate. 

60.  Section  410.647  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows; 

§  410.647  Waiver  of  right  to  appear  and 
present  evidence. 

(a)  General.  Any  party  to  a  hearing 
shall  have  the  right  to  appear  before 
the  hearing  examiner,  personally  or  by 
representative,  and  present  evidence  and 
contentions.  If  all  parties  are  unwilling, 
unable,  or  waive  their  right  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  the  hearing  examiner,  personally  or 
by  representative,  it  shall  not  be  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  hearing  examiner  to  conduct 
an  oral  hearing  as  provided  in  §§  410.636 
to  410.646,  inclusive.  A  waiver  of  the  right 
to  appear  and  present  evidence  and  al¬ 
legations  as  to  facts  and  law  shall  be 
made  in  writing  and  filed  with  the  hear¬ 
ing  examiner.  Such  waiver  may  be  with¬ 
drawn  by  a  party  at  any  time  prior  to 
the  mailing  of  notice  of  the  decision  in 
the  case.  Even  though  all  of  the  parties 
have  filed  a  waiver  of  the  right  to  appear 
and  present  evidence  and  contentions  at 
a  hearing  before  the  hearing  examiner, 
the  hearing  examiner  may,  nevertheless, 
give  notice  of  a  time  and  place  and  con¬ 
duct  a  hearing  as  provided  in  S§  410.636 
to  410.646,  inclusive,  if  he  believes  that 
the  personal  appearance  and  testimony 
of  the  party  or  parties  would  assist  him 
to  ascertain  the  facts  in  issue  in  the 
case. 

(b)  Record  as  basis  for  decision.  Where 
all  of  the  parties  have  waived  their  right 


to  apr>ear  in  person  or  through  a  repre¬ 
sentative  and  the  hearing  examiner  does 
not  schedule  an  oral  hearing,  the  deci¬ 
sion  shaU  be  based  on  the  record.  Where 
a  party  residing  outside  the  United  States 
at  a  place  not  readily  accessible  to  the 
United  States  does  not  indicate  that  he 
wishes  to  appear  in  person  or  through  a 
representative  before  a  hearing  exam¬ 
iner,  and  there  are  no  other  parties  to 
the  hearing  who  wish  to  appear,  the 
hearing  examiner  may  decide  the  case 
on  the  record.  In  any  case  where  the 
decision  is  to  be  based  on  the  record, 
the  hearing  examiner  shall  make  a  rec¬ 
ord  of  the  relevant  written  evidence,  in¬ 
cluding  applications,  written  statements, 
certificates,  affidavits,  reports,  sind  other 
documents  which  were  considered  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  initial  determination 
and  reconsideration,  and  whatever  addi¬ 
tional  relevant  and  material  evidence  the 
party  or  parties  may  present  in  writing 
for  consideration  by  the  hearing  exam¬ 
iner.  Such  documents  shall  be  considered 
as  all  of  the  evidence  in  the  case. 

61.  In  §  410.650,  paragraph  (b)  is  re¬ 
vised  to  read  as  follows; 

§  410.650  DismiMal  for  cause. 

The  hearing  examiner  may,  on  his  own 
motion,  dismiss  a  hearing  request,  either 
entirely  or  as  to  any  stated  issue,  under 
any  of  the  following  circiunstances; 

•  •  •  •  • 

(b)  No  right  to  hearing.  Where  the 
party  requesting  a  hearing  is  not  a 
proper  party  imder  §  410.632  or  §  410.633 
or  does  not  otherwise  have  a  right  to  a 
hearing  imder  S  410.630.  This  would  in¬ 
clude,  but  is  not  limited  to,  an  individ¬ 
ual  claiming  as  a  representative  payee 
appointed  pursuant  to  S  410.581  (see 
§  410.615). 

•  •  •  •  • 

62.  Sectiem  410.655  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows; 

§  410.655  Effect  of  hearing  examiner's 
decision. 

The  hearing  examiner’s  decisitm,  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  S  410.654,  shall  be  final  and 
binding  upon  all  parties  to  the  hearing 
unless  it  is  reviewed  by  the  Appeals 
Council  (see  §5  410.663-410.665)  or  un¬ 
less  it  is  revised  in  accordance  with 
§  410.671.  If  a  party’s  request  for  review 
of  the  hearing  examiner’s  decision  is 
denied  (see  S  410.662)  or  is  dismissed 
(see  S  410.667),  such  decision  shall  be 
final  and  binding  upon  all  parties  to  the 
hearing  imless  a  civil  action  is  filed  in 
a  district  court  of  the  United  States,  as 
provided  in  section  205(g)  of  the  Social 
Security  Act,  as  incorporated  by  section 
413(b)  of  the  Act  (see  8  410.670a),  or 
unless  the  decision  is  revised  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  8  410.671. 

63.  Section  410.666  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows; 

§  410.666  Effect  of  Appeals  Council’s 
decision  or  refusal  to  review. 

The  Appeals  Council  may  deny  a 
party’s  request  for  review  or  it  may  grant 
review  and  either  affirm  or  reverse  the 


hearing  examiner’s  decision.  The  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  Appeals  Council,  or  the  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  hearing  examiner  where  the 
request  for  review  of  such  decision  is 
denied  (see  8  410.662),  shall  be  final  an^ 
binding  upon  all  parties  to  the  hearing 
unless  a  civil  action  is  filed  in  a  district 
court  of  the  United  States  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  section  205(g)  of  the  Social 
Security  Act,  as  incorporated  by  section 
413(b)  of  the  Act  (see  8  410.670a),  or 
unless  the  decision  is  revised  under  the 
provisions  described  hi  8  410.671. 

64.  Section  410.669  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows; 

§  410.669  Extension  of  time  to  request 
hearing  or  review  or  begin  civil 
action. 

(a)  General.  Any  party  to  a  recon¬ 
sidered  determination,  a  decision  of  a 
hearing  examiner,  or  a  decision  of  the 
Appeals  Council  (resulting  from  an  ini¬ 
tial  determination  as  described  in 
8  410.610) ,  may  petition  for  an  extension 
of  time  for  filing  a  request  for  hearing 
or  review  or  for  commencing  a  civil  ac¬ 
tion  in  a  district  court  of  the  United 
States,  although  the  time  for  filing  such 
request  or  commencing  such  action  (see 
§8  410.631  and  410.661  and  section  205(g) 
of  the  Social  Security  Act  as  incor¬ 
porated  by  section  413(b)  of  the  Act), 
has  passed.  If  an  extension  of  the  time 
fixed  by  8  410.631  for  requesting  a  hear¬ 
ing  before  a  hearing  examiner  is  sought, 
the  petition  may  be  filed  with  a  hearing 
examiner.  In  any  other  case,  the  peti¬ 
tion  shall  be  filed  with  the  Appeals 
Council.  The  petition  shall  be  writing 
and  shall  state  the  reasons  why  the  re¬ 
quest  or  action  was  not  filed  within  the 
required  time.  For  good  cause  shown,  a 
hearing  examiner  or  the  Appeals  Coun¬ 
cil,  as  the  case  may  be,  may  extend  the 
time  for  filing  such  request  or  action. 

(b)  Where  civil  action  commenced 
against  wrong  defendant.  If  a  party  to  a 
decision  of  the  Appeals  Council,  or  to  a 
decision  of  the  hearing  examiner  where 
the  request  for  review  of  such  decision 
is  denied  (see  8  410.662) ,  timely  com¬ 
mences  a  civil  action  in  a  district  court 
as  provided  by  section  205(g)  of  the  So¬ 
cial  Security  Act  as  Incorporated  by  sec¬ 
tion  413(b)  of  the  Act,  but  names  as 
defendant  the  United  States  or  any 
agency,  officer,  or  employee  thereof  in¬ 
stead  of  the  Secretary  either  by  name 
or  by  official  title,  and  causes  process 
to  be  served  in  such  action  as  required 
by  the  Federal  Rules  of  Civil  Procedure, 
the  Administration  shall  mail  notice  to 
such  party  that  he  has  named  the  in¬ 
correct  defendant  in  such  action;  and 
the  time  within  which  such  party  may 
commence  the  civil  action  pursuant  to 
section  205(g)  of  the  Social  Security 
Act  against  the  Secretary  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  extended  to  and  including 
the  60th  day  following  the  date  of 
mailing  of  such  notice. 

65.  Section  410.670a  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows; 

§  410.670a  Judicial  review. 

A  civil  action  may  be  commenced  in  a 
district  court  of  the  United  States  with 
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respect  to  a  decision  of  the  Appeals 
Council,  or  to  a  decision  of  the  hearing 
examiner  where  the  request  for  review  of 
such  decision  Is  denied  by  the  Appeals 
Council,  as  provided  in  section  205  (g) 
and  (h)  of  the  Social  Security  Act,  as  in¬ 
corporated  by  section  413(b)  of  the  Act. 

66.  Following  !  410.670a,  a  new 
§  410.670b  is  added  to  read  as  follows: 

§  410.670b  Interim  provi8ion  for  the  ad< 
judication  of  certain  claims  filed  prior 
to  May  19,  1972. 

(a)  Creneral.  Section  6  of  the  Black 
Lung  Benefits  Act  of  1972  added  a  sec¬ 
tion  431  to  title  IV  of  the  Federal  Coal 
Mine  Health  and  Safety  Act  of  1969 
which  requires  the  Secretary  to  review, 
under  the  terms  of  the  1972  amendments, 
all  claims  for  benefits  which  were  filed 
prior  to  May  1972  (the  date  of  enactment 
of  the  1972  amendments),  and  which 
were  either  pending  before  the  Adminis¬ 
tration  on  that  date,  or  which  had  been 
previously  disallowed.  Therefore,  not¬ 
withstanding  any  other  provision  of  this 
subpart,  and  in  keeping  with  the  objec¬ 
tive  of  providing  for  effective  and  expe¬ 
ditious  processing  of  the  large  backlog  of 
claims  that  have  to  be  reexamined  under 
the  1972  amendments,  all  such  claims 
for  benefits  will  be  adjudicated  imder  the 
terms  of  the  amended  Act  in  accordance 
with  this  section. 

(b)  Cases  remanded  by  the  Federal 
courts.  (1)  Those  claims  described  in 
paragraph  (a)  of  this  section  which  are 
remanded  to  the  Secretary  by  the  Fed¬ 
eral  courts  are  reviewed  in  the  Bureau  of 
Hearings  and  Appeals. 

(2)  A  decision  will  be  rendered  by  a 
hearing  examiner  in  all  such  claims 
which  can  be  allowed  under  the  1972 
amendments  <m  the  evidence  then  of 
record.  Such  decision  shall  be  considered 
the  hearing  examiner’s  decision  referred 
to  in  S  410.654,  and  a  party  to  the  deci¬ 
sion  may  request  review  thereof  by  the 
Appeals  Coimcll  in  accordance  with 
§§  410.660  and  410.661. 

(3)  A  copy  of  such  hearing  examiner’s 
decision  shall  be  mailed  to  such  party  at 
his  last  known  suldress.  The  date  of  mail¬ 
ing  of  such  decision  will  replace  the  date 
of  any  prior  notice  of  an  initial  deter¬ 
mination  for  purposes  of  §  410.672. 

(4)  Those  claims  described  in  para¬ 
graph  (a)  of  this  section  which  are  re¬ 
manded  to  the  Secretary  by  the  Federal 
courts  and  which  cannot  be  allowed  in 
the  Bureau  of  Hearings  and  Appeals  un¬ 
der  the  1972  amendments  on  the  evidence 
then  of  record,  shall  be  remanded  to  the 
Administration’s  Biu^au  of  Disability  In¬ 
surance  for  a  new  determination. 

(c)  Claims  pending  in  the  Bureau  of 
Hearings  and  Appeals.  (1)  Those  claims 


described  in  paragraph  (a)  of  this  sec¬ 
tion  which  are  pending  before  a  hear¬ 
ing  examiner  or  the  Appeals  Council 
and  which  can  be  allowed  under  the  1972 
amendments  cm  the  evidence  then  of 
record  will  be  decided  by  a  hearing  ex¬ 
aminer  or  the  Appeals  Coimcil,  and  this 
decision  will  constitute  the  decision  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  :  410.654  or  §  410.655(c). 

(2)  Such  claims  pending  before  a 
hearing  examiner  or  the  Appeals  Coimcil 
which  cannot  be  allowed  under  the  1972 
amendments  on  the  evidence  then  of 
record  shall  be  remanded  to  the  Admin¬ 
istration’s  Bureau  of  Disability  Insur¬ 
ance  for  a  new  determination. 

(d)  Claims  pending  in.  or  remanded 
to,  the  Bureau  of  Disability  Insurance. 
(1)  ’Those  claims  described  in  paragraph 
(a)  of  this  section  In  which  no  timely 
request  for  hearing  has  been  filed,  or  in 
which  a  hearing  examiner  or  the  Appeals 
Council  has  previously  render^  or 
affirmed  a  decision  of  disallowance,  or 
which  have  been  remanded  by  the 
Bureau  of  Hearings  and  Appeals  in  ac- 
cordemce  with  paragraph  (b)  or  (c)  of 
this  section,  shall  be  reviewed  in  the 
Bureau  of  Disability  Insurance  and  a 
new  determination  mside. 

(2)  Written  notice  of  such  determina¬ 
tion  shall  be  mailed  to  the  party  at  his 
last  known  address.  If  such  new  deter¬ 
mination  is  adverse  to  the  party  in  whole 
or  in  part,  the  notice  shall  explain  the 
basis  for  the  determination.  It  shall  also 
advise  the  party  of  his  right  to  request 
further  consideration  of  the  determina¬ 
tion  by  the  Bureau  of  Disability  Insur¬ 
ance  if  he  has  additi<xial  evidence  or 
contentions  as  to  fact  or  law  to  submit. 
'The  effective  date  of  such  notice  shall 
be  a  date  30  days  later  than  the  date  of 
mailing  and  shall  be  expressly  indicated 
in  such  notice. 

(3)  Before  this  effective  date,  the 
party  may  request  further  consideraticai 
of  the  determination  by  the  Bureau  of 
Disability  Insurance  if  he  has  additional 
evidence  or  contentions  as  to  fact  or  law 
to  submit.  If  such  further  consideration 
is  requested  timely,  the  new  determina¬ 
tion  referred  to  in  subparagraph  (1)  of 
this  paragraph  shall  not  go  into  effect. 
Rather,  his  claim  will  be  further  con¬ 
sidered  as  requested  and  a  further  deter¬ 
mination  made.  Written  notice  of  the 
latter  determination  will  be  mailed  to 
the  party  at  his  last  known  address.  If 
this  determination  is  adverse  to  the 
party  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  notice  shall 
explain  the  basis  for  the  determination. 
The  effective  date  of  such  notice  shall  be 
the  date  of  mailing. 

(4)  A  determination  made  as  provided 
in  subparagraph  (1)  or  (3)  of  this  para¬ 
graph  shall  be  final  and  binding  upon 


all  parties  to  such  determination  unless 
a  hearing  is  requested  within  6  months 
of  the  effective  date  of  the  notice  of  the 
determination,  except  where  a  previ¬ 
ously  filed  hearing  request  or  request  for 
review  by  the  Appeals  Coimcil  or  by  a 
court  is  still  pending,  in  which  case  the 
claim  will  referred  to  a  hearing 
examiner  for  a  hearing. 

(5)  ’Those  claims  described  in  para¬ 
graph  (a)  of  this  section  in  which  no 
initial  determination  has  been  made 
shall  be  adjudicated  under  the  1972 
amendments  in  accordance  with  the 
other  provisions  of  this  part. 

§  410.683a  [Re8er\-ed] 

67.  Following  S  410.683,  reservation  is 
made  for  a  future  §  410.683a  and  a  new 
S  410.683b  is  added  to  read  as  follows; 

§  410.683b  Transfer  or  assignment. 

The  Administration  shall  not  certify 
any  amount  for  payment  to  an  assignee 
or  transferee  of  the  person  entitled  to 
such  payment  under  the  Act,  nor  shall 
the  Administration  certify  such  amount 
for  payment  to  any  person  claiming  such 
payment  by  virtue  of  an  execution,  levy, 
attachment,  garnishment,  or  other  legal 
process  or  by  virtue  of  any  bcmkruptcy 
or  insolvency  proceeding  against  or 
affecting  the  pers<m  entitled  to  the  pay¬ 
ment  under  the  Act. 

68.  Section  410.686  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  410.686  Authority  of  representative. 

A  representative,  appointed  and  quali¬ 
fied  as  provided  in  S  9  410.684  and 
410.685,  may  make  or  give,  cm  behalf  of 
the  party  he  represents,  any  request  or 
notice  relative  to  any  proceeding  before 
the  Administration  imder  Part  B  of  title 
IV  of  the  Act,  including  reconsideration, 
hearing  and  review,  except  that  such 
representative  may  not  execute  a  claim 
for  benefits,  unless  he  is  a  persem  desig¬ 
nated  in  9  410.222  as  authorized  to  exe¬ 
cute  a  claim.  A  representative  shall  be 
entitled  to  present  or  elicit  evidence  and 
allegations  as  to  facts  and  law  in  any 
proceeding  affecting  the  party  he  repre¬ 
sents  and  to  obtain  information  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  claim  of  such  party  to  the 
same  extent  as  such  party.  Notice  to  any 
party  of  any  administrative  actiim, 
determination,  or  decision,  or  request  to 
any  party  for  the  production  of  evidence 
may  be  sent  to  the  representative  of  such 
party,  and  such  notice  or  request  shall 
have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  it 
had  been  sent  to  the  party  represented. 
(For  fees  to  representatives  for  services 
performed  before  the  Adminlstrati<m  for 
an  individual  see  9  410.686b.) 
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